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to victory lane. It is his first
Speedway Motors IMCA
Weekly Racing program
won since September 19,
2020, at Cottage Grove.

Chad Groves, from Bend,
was a respectable run-
ner-up with Springfield’s
Jake Mayden behind him,
in third.

Cottage Grove native
Curtis Towns was scored
fourth while fifth place was
Derick Young of Hines.

It would be a wild and
crazy Royalty Core IMCA
Northern Sport Mod main
event. On seven occasions,
racing came to a halt due to
incidents, including two red
flag incidents.

Salem teenager Trevor
Points set the tone early
when the initial green flag
dropped.

Points stayed at the front
until lap six when Matt
Brown would pass him.

Brown, of Cottage Grove,
held first place down for

most of the race.

Now living in Winston,
Aaron Bloom managed
to methodically get to the
front and be the new race
leader on lap eighteen.

The race was reduced to
its original distance with all
the stoppages, and a green-
white-checkered  scenario
would be in play.

Aaron Bloom was the
first to the checks to bag his
third win of the year.

All three triumphs have
come in KM] Performance
Oregon State action and at
Cottage Grove. It was his
first win since May 8th.

Lastly, in the IMCA Sport
Compacts, a familiar face
had his way with the com-
petition. Springfield’s Cole
Trissell got into the race lead
at the very beginning stages.
He was the trailblazer until
lap three, when Burnie Bry-
ant took control of things.

The Sutherlin racer went
pretty much unchallenged
the rest of the way despite
four yellows. Bryant pulled

off his fifth win of 2021 in
KM] Performance Oregon
State and Cottage Grove ac-
tion. Bryant’s last win was
recorded on May 30.

Brad Martin of Dexter
ended his evening in sec-
ond while Cottage Grove’s
Tiffany Towns earned third.
Andrew Langan, of Jas-
per and driving for Randy
Kuhl, came across the line
in fourth with fifth going to
Cottage Grove veteran Jim
Simmons.

Cottage Grove Speedway
is back in action on Satur-
day, June 26, for the Shri-
ner’s Cup.

The Royalty Core IMCA
Northern Sport Mods will
be hosting the Ralph Bloom
Memorial. Other classes on
the card include Late Mod-
els, Street Stocks, and Dwarf
Cars.

Advanced tickets can be
purchase online. For more
information, check out the
track website at www.cot-
tagegrovespeedway.com or
the Facebook page.

SKY-EM  fiom BI

the nail in the coffin... the
same type of thing tonight”

In  Friday’s Sky-Em
mini-tourney the Lions
took on Marshfield at
Junction City and had an-
other scare. In a low scor-
ing game, Cottage Grove
edged the Pirates by just
six points, 35-29.

Junior Gracie Arnold
was the difference in the
game with 20 points, 11
rebounds and two blocks.

On Saturday the Lions
faced the Tigers of Junc-
tion City, who had beat-
en Marshfield by 12 on
Thursday and Marist by
six on Friday.

Cottage  Grove had
rarely trailed at halftime
this season, and certainly
down by 12 to Junction
City at halftime (27-15)
was an unnerving situa-
tion in which to be.

“We looked like we were
exhausted,” said Royse.
“We looked tired, and

The lnsider's

Junction City came out
on fire with good shot se-
lection, patience, running
their offense for 20 or
30 seconds, and they got
wide open looks and made
them?”

There was an amazing
turnaround in the third
quarter as the Lions held
the Tigers scoreless. “We
switched from mixing
zone and player-to-player
and went exclusively play-
er-to-player,” Royse said.
“We adjusted our mental-
ity and showed more grit”

It was a new game head-
ing into the fourth period
tied 27 all.

Near the end of the
game, Ladd made two free
throws to give the Lions a
45-39 lead, but it was far
from over. The Tigers hit
a three-pointer from the
baseline with 2.6 seconds
to play to make it 45-42,
but the Lions needed to
get the ball in play against
the Tigers’ pressure.

Here’s where the Cottage

Grove coaching staff came
up with a unique strategy.

“We drew up kind of
a trick play,” said Royse.
“During the timeout I told
the ref what we were go-
ing to do to make sure it
was legal” What ensued
was a thing of beauty. Ar-
nold took the ball out of
bounds, and then made
a parallel pass to Kenne-
dy Royse, who had just
joined Arnold, also out of
bounds, a few feet from
her. Arnold then entered
the court area, and the
confused Tigers didn't
guard  Arnold. Royse
passed to the wide-open
Arnold and the clock ran
out.

The No. 4 seeded Lions
hosted Valley Catholic (9-
1) of the Cowapa League
Tuesday night, after The
Sentinel’s press time.

No matter the outcome,
the Cottage Grove girls
excelled with an undefeat-
ed league season to be re-
membered.

Home Services Guide

Your connection to local professionals in every area of home improvement.
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ALPINE HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING “e:r

CCB# 193586

=

aplineheating.org * 541-942-857

HOMESTEAD
FURNITURE

E©

Full Service

-

Stylish

Furniture
at Great

Prices

ROGERS & SON

Durable &
Beautiful
Flooring for
every room

We're here
to help with
your
Home
Improvement

10 Year

OREGON METAL
ROOFING

CCB# 230471

needs

CASCADE HOME
CENTER

ing)

FOUNTAIN
GUTTERS

CCB# 169540

Cottage Grove ¢ 541-649-1507

Installing
customized
gutters
since
1993

615 Main St e Cottage Grove
541-942-8711  homesteadcg.com

DAVE’S PUMP &
CONSTRUCTION

CCB# 121272

New

Installation,
Service and

repairs

BOYCE & SONS

1324 E. Main St e Cottage Grove
541-942-0500 * rogersandsonfloorcovering.com

The materials

and knowledge

to get the job
done right

541-942-1301

40 S. 5th, Cottage Grove ® 104 S. Mill St, Creswell

Contracting,
Additions,
Remolding
to fit your

needs

CCB# 183679

KYLE KISHEN
CONSTRUCTION

76082 London Rd e Cottage Grove
541-942-9635 * davespumpco.com

79149 N. River Rd e Cottage Grove
541-942-4644 * hoycensons.com

Cottage Grove ® 541-222-9337
kylekishenconstruction.com

32370 Picknell St e Cottage Grove
541-729-9515  fountaingutterslic.com




