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Grants from Al

employees;

o During any month
within the period of
March 1, 2020 to pres-
ent day the business was
forced to close by ex-
ecutive order from the
Governor of the State of
Oregon, or was impact-
ed by mandated COVID
restrictions on capacity/
operations, or experi-
enced a reduction in
sales compared with the
same month in the prior
year.

Businesses will be el-
igible for a grant award
in the amount equaling
the sum of eligible utili-
ty bills incurred with the
City of Cottage Grove
during months in which
the business was impact-

ed, up to:
e A maximum of
$1,000 for business

which were forced to
close by executive order,
or;

e A maximum of
$400 for businesses
which were impacted
by mandated COVID
restrictions on capaci-
ty/operations, or expe-
rienced a reduction in
sales compared with the
same month in the prior
year (these amounts are
tentative and subject to
change per demand).

Applicants must in-
clude copies of all util-
ity bills incurred by the
business with the City
of Cottage Grove during
periods when the busi-
ness was forced to close
by executive order and/
or impacted by mandat-
ed COVID restrictions.

Utility records may
be obtained by contact-
ing the City of Cottage
Grove at 541-942-3346
or at www.cgwater@
cottagegrove.org.

In creating the Small
Business Emergency
Loan Program last year,
the city chose to grant
the third-party Com-
munity LendingWorks
stewardship over the
programs funds.

During a May 11,
2020, city council meet-
ing, councilors Mike
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BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR
12 days, departs year-round

Oahu - Hawaii Island - Kauai - Maui — Enjoy a fully
guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally
located lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront
lodging on the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui.
Guided throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—
your local experts. Includes 3 inter-island flights.

Fleck, Greg Ervin and
Candace Solesbee de-
clared conflicts of in-
terest as their organiza-
tions or businesses could
hypothetically  qualify
for the loan program.

Though Fleck and
Ervin said they had no
intention of applying
for the program, Soles-
bee said her businesses
would.

City Attorney Carrie
Connelly weighed in
at the time: “I actually
believe that Councilor
Solesbee has a ‘potential’
conflict of interest be-
cause even if she’s plan-
ning to apply, there’s no
guarantee that she would
be awarded. Therefore,
I believe that its fine
that she’s participating
[in the discussion],” she
said.

Meyers added that
the third-party admin-
istration of the funds by
Community Lending-
Works supported this as
it removed bias from the
process.

Cuts to a planned “vi-
sioning” project, city
layoffs due to COVID
and taxes from alcohol,
cigarette and marijuana
sales contributed to the
city’s ability to establish
the fund, said Meyers in
an interview with The
Sentinel at the time.

Around a quarter
($25,414) of the funds
were set aside as grants
and established as a
matching grant with
Business Oregon in
hopes of bolstering aid
opportunities. The re-
maining  $74,500 was
made available as loans
to the community.

Initially, the grant por-
tion was established by
Lane County and Com-
munity LendingWorks
in partnership with the
cities of Coburg, Cottage
Grove, Creswell, Eu-
gene, Florence, Lowell,
Springfield and Veneta
and it wasn’t until De-
cember that the online
portal for application to
the grants opened.

When it did, the grant
portion had fortuitous-
ly been matched to a
higher ratio that initially
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expected and a total of
$85,000 was made avail-
able to Cottage Grove.

While the city report-
ed that the grant money
was quickly used up in
11 grants to local busi-
nesses, the loan fund
found a less enthusias-
tic response as only four
businesses opted to take
on debt and just $40,000
in loans were distributed
through the program.

With  just  under
$35,000 sitting in the
loan fund unused and
local businesses still in
need of aid, the program
became part of a city
discussion about ad-
dressing local financial
needs.

In February this year,
the Cottage Grove City
Council approved an as-
sistance package which,
among other aid mea-
sures, proposed that
$15,000 be taken out
of the loan fund and
used for Community
Sharing’s H20 program,
which helps residents
with water and sewer
utility bills.

Councilor Fleck, who
is also executive director
of Community Sharing,
stated in a Feb. 22 city
council meeting that he
did not have a conflict of
interest in the matter.

“Community Sharing
is where I am employed,
but every dollar of the
H20 Program goes di-
rectly to the client,” he
explained. “Our agency
does not receive any sort
of administrative fee for
doing that”

The H20 Program,
which has served the
area for nine years, of-
fers utility assistance to
Cottage Grove ratepay-
ers who are in jeopardy
of having their water
shut off by the city due
to outstanding bills.

The program is funded
almost entirely through
donations from ratepay-

ers, who produce an av-
erage of about $1,000 in
assistance per year.

As part of the city’s
new assistance pack-
age plan, the remaining
funds stayed with Com-
munity LendingWorks
to be converted to a
grant fund to assist local
businesses with utility
costs under the Small
Business City Utility
Assistance Grants Pro-
gram.

City staff estimated
that just under $17,000
should be available af-
ter administration fees
incurred for issuing the
grants.

Meyers  emphasized
the need for the grants
as some businesses must
pay a stormwater fee
alone of $350 a month
(due to large, imper-
vious surfaces on the
properties) while re-
maining closed, which
has significantly bur-
dened them financially.

Community Blowback

However, controversy
arose on social media
this March when mem-
bers of the public de-
manded to know who
in the city had received
money through Com-
munity LendingWorks.

Much of the dust-up
started when Cottage
Grove resident Duane
Taddei posted an image
of the city’s $100,000
check to the Spring-
field-based Community
LendingWorks, a docu-
ment which he obtained
through a public records
request.

The posting caused
some unintended con-
sequences, however. As
nothing on the check
had been redacted, the
image included the city’s
bank account number
and check format, infor-
mation which could
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TURNING 65 AND NEED HELP WITH
YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES?

Call Paul to
help simplify
the complicated.

541-517-7362

Paul Henrichs ~ Independent Agent
coverage4oregon@gmail.com
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\ Immunizations

M C C OY’ S \ Medication Synchronization
V Rx Compounding
P H A RM A CY y Prescription &

OTC Medication Counseling
v Convenient Drive-Thru

Free Delivery Within
Cottage Grove City Limits

IS BACK!
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Open M-F 9AM-6PM

McCoy's Pharmacy Saturday 9AM-1PM

1205 N. PACIFIC HWY #3, Cottage Grove, OR
541-942-7799 « mccoyspharmacy@mccoyspharmacy.com

GROVE MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT

“BuiLbIiNGg A HEALTHY ComMuNITY”
Your LocAL PROVIDER OF
Home MebicaL EQuiPMENT!

Sales & Rentals, Insurance Billing, CPAP/BIPAP,
Home Oxygen, Mobility, Walk Aids, Bath Aides,
Power Chairs, Power Scooters,

Aids to Daily Living.

Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

148 Gateway BIVd (Bi Mart Plaza)
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-225-5443

grovemedical@outlook.com
Join us on Facebook

Find us on

Facebook

WE HAVE THE TOP QUALITY BRANDS
YOU WANT!
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR
OUTDOOR NEEDS!

POWER EQUIPMENT
HORNER'’S INC.

STIHL

Sales and Service

79132 Hwy 99N. Cottage Grove, OR 97424
(541) 942-5781 Fax (541) 942-5404
Email: horners@epud.net
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Winter Heating
Tune-Up

Onl
S119*

We'll make sure your system is running effectively and efficiently.
Call for details and an appointment today, and beat the winter rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service
Reasonable Rates * All Work Guaranteed

JRNIES

EATING & QIR CONDITIONIN

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

www.jamesheating.com
115 Lawrence St., Eugene, OR 97401
CCB #47396
Bus. (541) 461-2101 » Fax: (541) 686-4820

* Limited-time offer. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

MAGNOLIA

GARDENS

SENIOR LIVING

We are a full-service Assisted Living &
Memory Care Community with 24/7
Immediate Placement for Urgent Admissions.

Call more information or
to schedule a personal tour!
(541) 942-0054
magnoliagardenssl.com

1425 Daugherty Ave - Cottage Grove

Swap & Shop

Buy - Sell - Trade

10:05 - 11am
Monday - Friday

3 Items - $500 limit

This is truly the place to find that hard
to find item or turn your unwanted
possessions in to other people’s treasure.

717 Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Lobby Phone: 541.942.2468

Studio Line: 541.942.5548

Online requests: request@knnd.com




