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Elks open baseball season at Glendale after short prep time

“It would've been good to get out and
play, but a lot of these guys didn’t play
at all last summer. And a lot of kids, even
though they've played before, it’s like
they're starting over again.”

BY JON STINNETT
For THE SENTINEL

here’s been plenty of

on-field activity for
several members of Elk-
ton’s baseball team this
spring.

Early on, though, not
much of that action has
involved baseball.

On Tuesday, April 13,
the Elks kicked off their
season with a trip to
Glendale to take on the
Pirates. The trip came
mere days after Elkton
played its last six-man
football game, a 66-39
rout of Eddyville Charter
School.

The two teams share
players, as youd imag-
ine, meaning that some
of them switched sports
rather abruptly.

“That makes it pretty
tough,” said Elks Manag-
er Devin Luzier. “There
are a lot of kids that ha-
ven't had a chance to get
their arms in shape —
and Glendale’s a good
team.”

The Elks looked like
a team that hadn't had
much time to get ready
against the Pirates, and
theyd go on to drop their
season-opener, 17-0.

The game provided the
first chance that many of

— Devin Luzier, Elks Manager

Elkton’s players had to
field grounders this sea-
son, and they hadn’t hit
live batting practice ei-
ther.

In fact, practicing
much at all has been a
complicated affair.

Their school has been
constructing a  new

grade-school gym, which
wiped out the baseball
tield. The plan — to con-
struct a baseball field at
the site of the football
field — was placed on
hold when the football
season was pushed back
to this spring, Luzier said.

“It’s been a rough start

Thelnsider’s

for everybody, and it’s
hard to get caught up, but
the kids have a good at-
titude, so I know we’ll be
tine,” he said, adding that
he was more than en-
couraged by the turnout
of 18 players this year,
which was enough to add
a junior varsity team.

The Elks will be led by
Cooper Peters and Jayce
Clevenger, two seniors
and solid players he ex-
pects to handle the bulk
of the team’s pitching du-
ties.

Luzier was set to be-
gin his career as the EIks’
manager last spring,
when Covid-19 changed

everyones plans. Hed
served as an assistant the
previous three years.

“It would've been good
to get out and play, but
a lot of these guys didn’t
play at all last sum-
mer,, he said. “And a
lot of kids, even though
they’ve played before, it’s
like theyre starting over
again.”

Tuesday, Elkton trav-
eled to Roseburg to
take on Umpqua Valley
Christian Tuesday (after
press deadlines) and is in
Creswell this afternoon
to take on the Bulldogs at
4:30 p.m.
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ALPINE HEATING &
AIR CONDITIONING

CCB# 193586
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Full Service

-

aplineheating.org ¢ 541-942-857
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10 Year

Labor
Warranty

OREGON METAL
ROOFING

CCB# 230471

Cottage Grove ¢ 541-649-1507

We're here
to help with
your
Home
Improvement
needs

CASCADE HOME
CENTER

40 S. 5th, Cottage Grove © 104 S. Mill St, Creswell
541-942-1301

Installing
customized
gutters
since

FOUNTAIN
GUTTERS

CCB# 169540

32370 Picknell St e Cottage Grove
541-729-9515 e fountaingutterslic.com

Durable &
Beautiful
Flooring for
every room

Stylish
Furniture
at Great

Prices

HOMESTEAD
FURNITURE

E©

615 Main St e Cottage Grove
541-942-8711 ¢ homesteadcg.com

ROGERS & SON

1324 E. Main St e Cottage Grove
541-942-0500 e rogersandsonfloorcovering.com

New

Installation,
Service and

repairs

DAVE’S PUMP &
CONSTRUCTION

CCB#121272

BOYCE & SONS

The materials

and knowledge

to get the job
doneright

Contracting,
Additions,
Remolding
to fit your

needs

CCB# 183679

KYLE KISHEN
CONSTRUCTION

76082 London Rd e Cottage Grove
541-942-9635 ¢ davespumpco.com

79149 N. River Rd e Cottage Grove
541-942-4644 « hoycensons.com

Cottage Grove e 541-222-9337
kylekishenconstruction.com




