
Hey, Grovers! We’re 
Famous! Did you 

know that our “quaint, 
charming village” of Cot-
tage Grove has been dis-
covered and is receiving 
rave reviews in magazines 
and travel articles across 
the country? 

I didn’t. Not until 
someone showed me an 
article in Oprah Winfrey’s 
“O Magazine.” In it, she 
rates our Cottage Grove 
as #2 on her Top 10 
‘charming’ towns to visit 
ASAP in the country. 

Hmm. What do you 
think? Did Oprah visit 
the Grove or send some-
one to check us out? Just 
wondering.

Then I saw another 
travel entry from a 2019 
House Beautiful maga-
zine under the heading 
of “60 Charming Amer-
ican Towns You Haven’t 
Heard of But Should Visit 
ASAP.” 

They also rate the 
Grove as #2 on a travel 
list for the following 
reasons: 

“The town, is known 

as the Covered Bridge 
Capital, it offers a trail 
studded with seven cov-
ered bridges that connect 
the village across rolling 
hillside and a series of 
waterfalls and rivers. The 
delightful setting is home 
to plenty of great hiking 
and bicycling spots, as 
well as several cozy B&B 
retreats.”

Sounds good, doesn’t 
it? 

Now aren’t you glad 
you live here? So, I’m 
wondering: Did you 
move here for any of the 
above reasons? 

Or were you just born 
here, know it’s a great 
place to live and stayed 
here?

Our C.G. adventure 
began in 1987. Chuck 
and I had no intention of 
moving anywhere from 
Ventura, Calif., when 
we first crossed over the 
Oregon border. 

We had sold our busi-
ness and were touring 
Oregon in our Tioga RV 
with a motorcycle on 
a rack in the back. We 
both thought of our visit 
as a tourist stopover on 
the road of life. What we 
didn’t know was that this 
place would capture our 
hearts.

We discovered C.G. by 
pure happenstance. We 

were camping at Crater 
Lake with no agenda. 
After a couple of weeks 
on the road, we needed a 
good meal, a shoe store 
for new motorcycle boots 
and a place to spend the 
night. 

Our AAA map said 
C.G. had it all. 

The next day, we drove 
into town, passed the 
historic Dr. Pierce Barn, 
then the Village Shopping 
Center. It housed a Hub 
clothing store, Tiffany’s 
Pharmacy and a grocery 
store. 

Sadly, all of those places 
are now history.

We continued on to 
the Main Street shopping 
area. Downtown was bus-
tling with business. There 
were antique stores, 
hardware stores, banks, 
gift shops, Ruth and El-
sie’s Dress Shop, a jewelry 
store, The Bookmine, 
Schweitzer’s Men’s Wear, 
Homestead Furniture, 
two shoe stores owned 
by the Hoover family and 
more!

At that time, Safeway 
was also downtown, 
where the Community 
Center is now. Across the 
street was a Cornet store 
(the local five & dime). 

There were no McDon-
ald’s, Taco Bell, etc., but 
there were other places to 
eat, including the won-
derful (but now long-
gone) Copper Rooster 
coffee shop at the Village 
Green. So, we ate at a tiny 
café near the post office: 
“Tilly’s Top Hat Pies.” 
Oh, my! Talk about great 
home cooking!

My husband said that 
tears ran down my face 
after just one bite of Mar-
garet Tilly’s apple pie a la 
mode. Yum! After lunch, 
we went to Self-Selec-
to-Shoes. 

There, manager Mike 
Thiess found us just the 

boots that we needed and 
then asked where we were 
spending the night. He 
suggested that we head 
out to C.G. Lake and Pine 
Meadows Campground. 
We did and that is where 
we fell in love with the 
house that we now call 
home. 

It was only later that we 
would discover the many 
other places this area is 
known for, including the 
area’s lumber and mining 
history. We went to Bohe-
mia Mining Days, drove 
through the covered 
bridges, rode the Blue 
Goose Row River train, 
camped and enjoyed the 
lakes. 

The Grove and its peo-
ple had stolen our hearts. 
We decided to move.

As we said goodbye to 
our lifelong California 
neighbors, family and 
friends, I remember 
describing the town 
of Cottage Grove with 
words like “beautiful, 
quaint and charming but 
just a temporary stopover 
on the road of life.” 

What I didn’t know 
was that this place would 
capture our hearts. 

We, our moving van, 
cats and dogs, 2 cars and 
a 1941 pickup, arrived 
here in in a pouring rain 
on March 3, 1989. Our 
temporary stay became 
permanent. And every 
spring on our moving 
anniversary, as the rains 
come down, the flowers 
bloom and the grass turns 
green, we feel blessed 
that we heeded the call 
to a new adventure and 
moved to The Grove. 

So, welcome, visitors! 
You’re gonna like it here!

Contact Betty Kaiser’s 

Chatterbox at 942-1317 

or email bchatty@betty 

kaiser.com.
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Get your weekend back.
Let us shop your insurance.

(541) 942-0555(541) 942-0555
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Betty Kaiser: The Chatterbox
Cottage Grove getting its due

Betty Kaiser

1205 N. PACIFIC HWY #3, Cottage Grove, OR
541-942-7799 • mccoyspharmacy@mccoyspharmacy.com

√ Immunizations
√ Medication Synchronization
√ Rx Compounding
√ Prescription & 
   OTC Medication Counseling
√ Convenient Drive-Th ru

MCCOY’S 

PHARMACY 

IS BACK!
Free Delivery Within 
Cottage Grove City Limits

David Debysingh, R.Ph. Mike Hankins, R.Ph.

Open M-F 9AM-6PM
Saturday 9AM-1PM

OLD MILL FARM STORE
-Est 1870-

Open: Mon-Fri 10-5

Saturday 10-4

327 South River Road

Cottage Grove, Oregon 97424

(541)942-3024

We can beat any price in Eugene!

 Give us a call, we’ll chat.

The Jewelry Girl, LLC
LISA RUSSELL

(541)556-9598

Free Appraisals
I’ll Come to You!

BUY & SELL
Gold, Silver, Scrap, Men’s 

Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, 

Pieces & Parts. Even Junk!

25+ Years Experience

2001 Franklin #3
Eugene, Oregon

FROM
$2,599*

$2,349*

TM

1-866-523-0103
promo code N7017

* Free date changes anytime up to 45 days prior to departure for land tours, up to 95 days prior to departure for cruise tours. Deposits and final payments remain 
non-refundable. Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on 
airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 6/30/21. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Oahu • Hawaii Island • Kauai • Maui — Enjoy a fully 

guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally 

located lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront 

lodging on the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. 

Guided throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—

your local experts. Includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs year-round

BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

FREE DATE CHANGES ON 2021 TOURS*

Service Above Self

What’s

Rotary?
We focus our time, energy, and efforts on 

service projects encompassing:

Local Projects: High School Scholarships, Bike 

Helmets for Lincoln Middle School, Literacy,

Crousel Wheelchair Space,  

Aquatic Center Mural, downtown Bike Lockers 

and Playground Equipment for Coiner Park

Global Projects: Thai Library Project, Clean 

Water in Central America

Become a member today.

Contact Karol Kuhn Simons

rotary424cg@gmail.com

 

The Flower Basket
and Gift Boutique

“A Flower Shop and so much more”

The Flower Basket
and Gift Boutique

Creative Floral Arrangements • Jewelry • Balloons
Home Décor • Fine Gifts • Boutique Clothing & Accessories

119 South 6th Street  • 541-942-0505

Valid until March 31, 2021

Bring in this coupon to redeem

Th e Flower Basket, 

Clothing & Gift  Boutique
Growing Coupon!!

Spend $25.00, Save $5.00

Spend $50, Save $11.00

Spend $75.00, Save $17.50

Spend $100, Save $25.00

Valid on all Regular Priced 
Merchandise

717 Main Street
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Lobby Phone: 541.942.2468
Studio Line: 541.942.5548

Online requests: request@knnd.com

Buy – Sell – Trade
 

10:05 – 11am
Monday – Friday

 
3 Items - $500 limit

 
This is truly the place to find that hard 

to find item or turn your unwanted 
possessions in to other people’s treasure.  

Swap & Shop

A Smarter 
Way to Power 
Your Home. 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

(844) 989-2328

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
Solar panels sold separately.


