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Street from Al

would lay those side-
walks and not have
raised a red flag looking
at the street,” he said. “It
really bothers me getting
that quality of work-
manship”

City Engineer Ron
Bradsby explained to
the council two possi-
ble options proposed
by the projects design
engineer at Branch En-
gineering, namely major
road reconstruction by
regrading and repaving
or doing grade breaks
about four feet out into
the street.

A grade break is a
point at which two
planes of  different
grades intersect.

Wildish ~ Construc-
tion estimated the street
reconstruction  option
costing around $58,000
and the grade break op-

tion around $23,000.
However, the con-
struction company

stated about the latter
option that it “would re-
sult in a very rough ride
through the intersection
and not be ADA (Amer-
icans with Disabilities
Act) compliant at the
crosswalks.”

Staff thus recom-
mended that the city
council opt for the more
expensive choice of re-
grading and repaving.

However, it was noted
that the reconstruction
option wont necessari-
ly bring the ramps into
ADA compliance, either.

“I wont guarantee
we'll get there, but we'll
be a lot closer,” Bradsby
told the council.

If compliance is not
met, the city must docu-
ment reasons why it can-
not meet the standards.
Bradsby said the hillside

and elevation differenc-
es would likely present
good reasoning for this,
but it is still something
to be addressed and an-
alyzed.

Councilor Greg Er-
vin asked if it would be
cheaper to simply raise
the sidewalks and leave
the street alone.

Bradsby said it may be
cheaper, but grant fund-
ing for the Safe Routes to
School project requires
making sidewalks ADA
compliant. Redoing the
sidewalks to fit the street
may bring them out of
compliance.

However, it was “defi-
nitely an option,” Brads-
by said.

Councilor Mike Fleck
felt the project should
not be delayed more
than it already has been
and favored the staft’s
recommendation to re-
grade and repave.

“The difference of
$30,000 is a lot of mon-
ey, but as far as roads
go, it’s just a blip,” said
Fleck “And I think do-
ing it right, at this point,
makes much more sense
than doing it partway.”

Bradsby and the city
council also discussed
responsibility and reim-
bursement.

The city engineer said
he was currently execut-
ing a process of elimina-
tion to find answers and
added that if someone is
found to be at fault for
the mistake, he agreed
there should be some
kind of settlement or re-
imbursement.

To begin with, Brads-
by said he is checking
with Wildish Construc-
tion to see if the inter-
section was built to de-
sign specifications.

“If it’s built right, then
I have to sit down with
the design team and talk
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about the intersection
and what they looked
aty he said. “We have
some work to do to clear
up why we got here and
how we got there and to
address the problem”

Fleck was in favor of
finding answers, but
proposed handling re-
imbursement issues af-
ter fixing the problem.

“Let’s worry about the
funding and who’s re-
sponsible later,” he said.
“I think the option for
us at this point is to redo
this and do it right. And
then we can worry about
who's going to reimburse
us”

However, council-
ors Ervin and Candace
Solesbee felt that the city
should postpone a vote
and seek options and an-
swers in the meantime.
An expedient answer
from the responsible
party, Ervin reasoned,
may allow the city to
avoid spending the
money in the first place.

Fleck said he was
agreeable to postponing
as well.

In the end, the council
agreed to shelve the is-
sue until the next coun-
cil session in order to
make a more informed
decision.

There are still future
change order items that
will be coming before
council estimated at
$123,819.

Bradsby reported that
the city has spent $4.1
million of its budgeted
$5.5 million for street
improvements and other
utility reserves.

Judge pro tempore
appointment

The council approved
the appointment of Jes-
se London as municipal
court judge pro tempo-
re. London was recom-
mended by Municipal
Court Judge Martin
Fisher and will serve in
Fisher’s absence.

Though the city has
already approved one
pro tem judge, Fisher
submitted that a second
would increase the like-
lihood of judge avail-
ability.

The City of Cottage
Grove does not pay pro
tem judges. Fisher is to
arrange for any com-
pensation between a pro
tem judge and himself.

London has previous-
ly worked as a pro tem
prosecutor for the city
and is currently a pro
tem judge for Veneta
and a prosecutor in Co-
burg and Florence.

Councilor Ervin add-
ed that he contacted the
Oregon State Bar and
found London to be in
good standing with no
disciplinary action.

Pegasus Equestrian
Resort & Venue
Representatives from
the Pegasus Equestri-
an Resort and Venue
presented the Cottage
Grove City Council with
plans for a project that
is currently being pro-
posed at the I-5 Metz
Hill exit about 30 miles
south of Cottage Grove
in Douglas County.
More than 2,800 acres
at the Heaven’s Gate
Ranch are being dedi-
cated to an ambitious
equestrian venue which
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