
Boone’s reference to 
seeking employment was 
verified last Friday after 
his resignation to be the 
newly opened position of 
Assistant to the City Man-
ager in Cottage Grove.

The move pits the for-
mer councilor against 
more than two dozen oth-
er applicants with a wide 
variety of backgrounds re-
lating to city management.

While accepting he may 
not be the chosen hire, 
Boone looked back on his 
last decade in appreciation 
for all he’d learned and ac-
complished.

Boone was first elected 
to the councilor position 
in the 2010 election, then 
re-elected in 2014 and 
again in 2018.

He recalls first being 
motivated to run for office 
“out of an abundance of 
hubris,” believing the Cot-
tage Grove City Council 
needed a voice of reason 
such as himself to direct it 
toward more rational deci-
sion-making.

In a turn of fortune, 
Boone wound up being 
the only candidate to run 
for the Ward 1 position 
that year and easily won 
the vote.

Once on council, his 
view of the public body 
quickly changed.

“I got in and immedi-
ately found this learn-
ing curve. Very quickly 
I found out that all this 
stuff I thought was a pile of 
terrible, stupid decisions 
were actually very reason-
able, intelligent decisions,” 
he said. “The issue was that 
I personally had been un-
aware of all the backstory 
and all the other moving 
parts connected to the 
one thing I read about. So 

my unhappiness with the 
council was born really 
out of my own ignorance 
— not anything the coun-
cil was doing wrong.”

As his time in local 
government progressed, 
Boone found that the in-
terlocking mechanisms 
of it all often confounded 
intuitive, “common sense” 
solutions to problems.

“So there was a lot of 
learning and a lot of eating 
crow I had to do,” he said.

Boone credited more se-
nior council members and 
city staff for helping guide 
him through the first four 
years in the position.

“And through that pro-
cess I came to realize how 
much I really enjoyed be-
ing involved with local 
government and how im-
portant local government 
in particular is,” he said. 
“Local government is the 
place to be. That’s where — 
maybe not the big, flashy 
stuff happens — but it’s 
the stuff that really touches 
people’s lives the most di-
rectly.”

Though he studied com-
puter science at Oregon 
State University, Boone 
said he was inspired by 
his colleagues’ expertise in 
government and decided 
to go back to school. He 
went on to obtain his bach-
elor’s in planning public 
policy and management at 
the University of Oregon 
and later a master’s in pub-
lic administration, which 
he finished last spring.

Outside local govern-
ment roles, Boone would 
also go on to join as Trea-
surer on the board of the 
League of Oregon Cities 
(LOC) in 2018.

The league represents all 
241 cities in the state and 
works with its member 
cities to help local gov-
ernment more efficiently 

serve Oregon citizens.
Year by year, Boone 

was automatically moved 
up through the pathway 
of titles, serving as vice 
president and finishing his 
presidency in December 
2020.

His resignation from 
the city council, howev-
er, made him ineligible to 
serve his latest position 
as “immediate past pres-
ident” and he exited the 
board.

He has also represented 
the city on the boards of 
the Cottage Grove Com-
munity Foundation, the 
Lane Regional Air Protec-
tion Agency, the Cottage 
Grove Community Devel-
opment Corporation, the 
Lane Area Commission 
on Transportation, and on 
both the General Govern-
ment and the Finance and 
Taxation policy commit-
tees for the LOC.

In the Cottage Grove 
City Council, Boone was 
elected by the council as 
council president in 2017 
and was selected to con-
tinue as council president 
in 2019.

Looking back, Boone 
noted some highlights of 
the past decade.

“I think my best sort 
of crowning political ar-
gument moment was not 
having a moratorium on 
medical marijuana dispen-
saries in Cottage Grove,” 
he recalled. “I believe 
when the conversation 
started, I was counting 
on being the one vote out 
of the seven to not have 

a moratorium and by the 
end of it we went ahead 
and did not have a mora-
torium and things worked 
out fine.”

Overall, however, Boone 
sees the council as a co-
hesive body and his pride 
mainly stems from being 
part of its functionality.

“It’s not about me — it’s 
how good and healthy our 
council relationships are,” 
he said.

Boone laments the frac-
tioning he’s seen in other 
government bodies while 
praising the Cotage Grove 
council’s civility.

“We need to continue 
working to make sure that 
continues — as new coun-
cilors come on, impressing 
on them the importance of 
that,” he said.

Now that his future with 
Cottage Grove no longer 
includes councillorship, 
Boone hopes to fill the 
recently opened assistant 
position with the city and 
eventually rise to become 
city manager.

He is, however, accept-
ing that his bid for the job 
may not pan out.

Both Boone and City 
Manager Richard Meyers 
have been publicly clear 
that the former councilor’s 
assessment among appli-
cants will be based objec-
tively upon merit and the 
two have refrained from 
discussing the application.

Still, some in the com-
munity have raised con-
cerns that Boone’s proxim-
ity to the city as councilor 
over the years has all but 

ensured his attaining the 
position and can be viewed 
as a done deal.

“No, it’s absolutely not,” 
Boone said in response. 
“Richard is going to look at 
all of the candidates with 
an eye toward the best 
good of Cottage Grove. 
And that means the suc-
cessful candidate may not 
be me. And I’m fine with 
that.”

While working in Cot-
tage Grove is his ideal sit-
uation, Boone may have 
to look further afield for a 
city manager position.

However, “I would love 
to be able to stay in Cot-
tage Grove,” he said. “I in-
tend to retire here.”

At his final council 
meeting on Jan. 25, oth-

ers on the council praised 
Boone for his contribution 
to the community.

“You will be missed in 
this role,” said Councilor 
Mike Fleck. “I think that 
you will excel in your fu-
ture employment, wher-
ever that happens to be. 
And I wish you the best 
and thank you for your 
service.”

The Ward 1 councilor 
term expires Dec. 31, 2022, 
meaning a replacement 
will be sought to fill out 
the rest of the term.

The city has set a Feb. 26 
deadline for applications 
to the position and will 
conduct interviews and 
appoint a person to serve 
out the rest of the term on 
March 8.
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717 Main Street
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Lobby Phone: 541.942.2468
Studio Line: 541.942.5548

Online requests: request@knnd.com

Buy – Sell – Trade
 

10:05 – 11am
Monday – Friday

 
3 Items - $500 limit

 
This is truly the place to find that hard 

to find item or turn your unwanted 
possessions in to other people’s treasure.  

Swap & Shop

OLD MILL FARM STORE
-Est 1870-

Open: Mon-Fri 10-5

Saturday 10-4

327 South River Road

Cottage Grove, Oregon 97424

(541)942-3024

We can beat any price in Eugene!

 Give us a call, we’ll chat.

TURNING 65 AND NEED HELP WITH 

YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES?

Call Paul to

help simplify

the complicated.

541-517-7362
Paul Henrichs ~ Independent Agent

coverage4oregon@gmail.com

Service Above Self

What’s

Rotary?
We focus our time, energy, and efforts on 

service projects encompassing:

Local Projects: High School Scholarships, Bike 

Helmets for Lincoln Middle School, Literacy,

Crousel Wheelchair Space,  

Aquatic Center Mural, downtown Bike Lockers 

and Playground Equipment for Coiner Park

Global Projects: Thai Library Project, Clean 

Water in Central America

Become a member today.

Contact Karol Kuhn Simons

rotary424cg@gmail.com
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LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS
Tuesday-Saturday 9am-5pm

79149 N. River Road

541-942-4664
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Stock up 

before 

they’re 

gone!

WE
DELIVER!

“BUILDING A HEALTHY COMMUNITY” 

 YOUR LOCAL PROVIDER OF 

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT!

G R O V E  M E D I C A L 

E Q U I P M E N T

148 Gateway Blvd (Bi Mart Plaza)

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

148 G148 G148 G

CCottage G

541-225-5443
grovemedical@outlook.com

Join us on Facebook
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Sales & Rentals, Insurance Billing, CPAP/BIPAP, 

Home Oxygen, Mobility, Walk Aids, Bath Aides, 

Power Chairs, Power Scooters, 

Aids to Daily Living.  

Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

Sweetheart’s Special!

10% off labor on 

interior paint jobs 

scheduled for February!

Now scheduling 

spring and summer 2021 

interior and exterior 

repaints.

Serving Lane & North Douglas Counties

541-735-0089
ccb# 217560

HOME PRIDE
Painting and Repair  LLC

Over 30 years of experience

on a complete 
Bath Fitter system

UP TO

450*

SAVE

* Visit our website for conditions and offer details.

855-962-4793

Installed in as little as one day

THE BATH YOU’VE 
ALWAYS WANTED

541-942-4415 • 2775 Row River Road • bradschevy.com

Our People Really Make The Difference!

Any service with coupon
Schedule your appointment Today!

Not Valid on any service Exceeding $100 � Expires 02/28/21
Not valid with any other offer.

15% OFF

TM

1-866-523-0103
promo code N7017

* Free date changes anytime up to 45 days prior to departure for land tours, up to 95 days prior to departure for cruise tours. Deposits and final 
payments remain non-refundable. Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and 
seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Offers apply to new 
bookings only, made by 3/31/21. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • Juneau • Skagway • 

Glacier Bay • Anchorage • Denali • and more — Visit 

Denali National Park and Glacier Bay National Park 

on the same incredible trip! Cruise through the Gulf 

of Alaska and the Inside Passage as you discover the 

best of the Frontier State by land and by sea. 

12 days, departs May - Sep 2021

GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

FREE DATE CHANGES ON 2021 TOURS*

FROM
$1,799*

$1,549*

Boone                 from A1


