
on trades that had previ-

ously been dominated by 

men.

It’s estimated around 5 to 

6 million women entered 

the workforce between 

1940 and 1945.

The Congressional Gold 

Medal was awarded to 

Rosies collectively with 

the enactment of the Rosie 

the Riveter Congressional 

Gold Medal Act in Decem-

ber. The act seeks to honor 

the women who answered 

the nation’s call to action 

during WWII, recognizing 

them as critical to the war 

effort.

The Congressional Gold 

Medal is one of the highest 

civilian awards, along with 

the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom.

Graham, 95, echoed a 

sentiment heard common-

ly among Rosies.

“We were just doing what 

we needed to do,” she said 

in reference to her contri-

bution to the war effort.

Born in Washington, 

D.C., Graham grew up in 

Virginia.

When a representative of 

the Treasury Department 

came to her high school 

and offered her the oppor-

tunity to be a typist for war 

bonds, she jumped at the 

opportunity.

At 16 years old, the day 

after her high school grad-

uation in 1942, Graham 

went to D.C. to work at the 

Treasury building, which 

overlooked the White 

House.

She later upgraded her 

position and went to work 

for the Weather Bureau.

At one point, the work 

afforded Graham an in-

vitation to the Birthday 

Celebration Gala for Pres-

ident Franklin Roosevelt. 

Though the president was 

not in attendance, Graham 

remembered being greeted 

at the door by a tall, elegant 

woman.

“She took our hands and 

said, ‘Thank you for com-

ing to the president’s birth-

day ball,” recalled Graham. 

“It wasn’t until later that I 

realized that was Eleanor 

Roosevelt.”

While working at the 

Weather Bureau, Graham 

met her future husband Ed, 

an engineer working for 

the Navy Department. He 

had a large number of pat-

ents, including for the bow 

doors of the LST (landing 

ship, tank), a vessel made 

famous with the invasion 

of Normandy.

“I think Ed and I helped 

save lives during the war, 

with his inventions and my 

work typing war bonds,” 

said Graham.

The Rosie the Riveter 

Congressional Gold Med-

al Act enjoyed bipartisan 

support in Congress to 

bring recognition to wom-

en like Graham.

Congresswoman Jackie 

Speier (D-CA), Co-Chair 

of the Democratic Wom-

en’s Caucus, introduced the 

with Representatives Brian 

Fitzpatrick (R-PA), Jar-

ed Huffman (D-CA), and 

Mark DeSaulnier (D-CA), 

and it passed in the U.S. 

House of Representatives 

on Nov. 13, 2019. Senator 

Bob Casey (D-PA) led the 

companion bill along with 

U.S. Senator Susan Collins 

(R-ME), which passed in 

the U.S. Senate on Novem-

ber 12, 2020.

“Today is a banner day 

for our brave Rosies, who 

not only answered the call 

to duty during WWII, but 

who have fought fiercely 

and tirelessly for the rec-

ognition they so richly 

deserve,” said Rep. Speier 

in December when the act 

was signed into law. “Their 

‘We Can Do It’ spirit that 

inspired a nation grappling 

with the hardships of war 

to rise to the challenge, su-

percharge the war effort, 

and achieve victory has 

also inspired Congress and 

the White House to finally 

recognize their monumen-

tal contribution to the al-

lied war effort.”

Graham is one of the few 

remaining Rosies left in the 

community who are mem-

bers of the local ARRA 

chapter.

She looks forward to a 

day when pandemic re-

strictions are eased and the 

Rosies can gather again.

“I wish we could be back 

in Washington to parade in 

front of the White House,” 

said Graham. “This a great 

group and we’re getting 

fewer and fewer as we get 

older.”
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Rosies were collectively awarded the Congressional Gold Medal for their contri-

bution to the war effort during World War II.
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60% of small businesses 
close within 6 months 
of a cyber-attack.
(541) 942-0555
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BUY 1, GET 1

    40% OFF

844-739-5874

South Lane Mental Health, located in Cottage Grove, 

Oregon, is now providing mental health services for 

Spanish speaking individuals.  Our program, Alas, 

serves children and adults, individuals, couples, and 

families. Our services include case management, group 

therapy, individual therapy and peer support services.  

We offer in-person services or remote services via tele-

health.  We can assist with your computer needs if you 

prefer Telehealth services. For more information and/

or to make an appointment, please call 541-942-3939

South Lane Mental Health, ubicado en Cottage Grove, 

Oregon, ahora ofrece servicios para gente hispano-

hablante. Nuestro programa, Alas, apoya a jóvenes, 

individuos, parejas y familias. Nuestros servicios in-

cluyen el manejo de casos (navegación de recursos 

y educación comunitaria), terapia de grupo y terapia 

para individuos. Ofrecemos servicios en persona, por 

teléfono y por video. Nosotros podemos ayudar con 

sus necesidades de tecnología si prefi ere recibir servi-

cios por teléfono o video. Para más información o para 

hacer cita, por favor llame a 541-942-3939.

South Lane Mental Health

“Alas”

n The Northwest’s

      Finest Gardening Seed  

n Flowers, Herbs, 

      & Shrubs

n Vegetable Transplants

n Fruit Trees

20 Palmer Ave.  n  Cottage Grove  n  (541) 942-0510

541.640.7625
Contact our New Patient Coordinator at

1445 N Gateway Blvd

Your Partners in Wellness

NovaHealthPrimaryCare.com

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

newshowerdeal.com/grove | 855-408-9139

CALL TODAY

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER

IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

BATTERY POWER
MADE BY STIHL

REWARD $500.00

The Cottage Grove Police Department 

is seeking help in identifying taggers 

(those who tag locations, objects 

with initials or monikers). If you see 

or have information regarding anyone 

who is in the habit of marking buildings, 

bridges, walls, etc. Please contact the 

CGPD at their Dispatch Center, 

541-942-9145, ext. 1. 

The reward is $500.00 for the arrest & 

prosecution of such criminals.

TM

1-866-523-0103
promo code N7017

* Free date changes anytime up to 45 days prior to departure for land tours, up to 95 days prior to departure for cruise tours. Deposits and final 
payments remain non-refundable. Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and 
seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Offers apply to new 
bookings only, made by 3/31/21. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • Juneau • Skagway • 

Glacier Bay • Anchorage • Denali • and more — Visit 

Denali National Park and Glacier Bay National Park 

on the same incredible trip! Cruise through the Gulf 

of Alaska and the Inside Passage as you discover the 

best of the Frontier State by land and by sea. 

12 days, departs May - Sep 2021

GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

FREE DATE CHANGES ON 2021 TOURS*

FROM
$1,799*

$1,549*

Rosies                 from A1


