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From left: Doris Graham, Yvonne Fasold and Dawn Nelson strike the classic “Rosie the Riveter” pose during the informal ceremony.

‘Rosies’ awarded with national honor

By DAMIEN SHERWOOD
DSHERWOOD@CGSENTINEL.COM

Local “Rosie” Doris Graham was
surprised to walk out to her drive-
way last week to learn shed been
awarded with a Congressional
Gold Medal.

Yvonne Fasold, a past national

president of American Rosie the
Riveter Association (ARRA) and
whose mother was a welder during
the war, presented Graham with a
certificate in an informal ceremo-
ny which celebrated Graham’s and
other Rosies’ contribution to the
country during World War IL
“Well, 1 think it’s wonderful. It

feels great,” said Graham, laughing,
“I don't get this much recognition
from my own family”

Dawn Nelson, a daughter of an-
other local Rosie — Opal Nelson
— who passed just last year, ac-
cepted a certificate on her mother’s
behalf at the informal ceremony as
well.

Rosie the Riveter became an
American cultural icon of WWII,
representing women in the work-
force who contributed to produc-
tion for the war effort. With more
than 16 million Americans serv-
ing in the war, many women took

See ROSIES 5A

City appropriates unforeseen expenditures

By DAMIEN SHERWOOD
DSHERWOOD@CGSENTINEL.COM

On Monday night, the City of
Cottage Grove squared away much
of its expenditures which took place
over a tumultuous past year.

In a resolution, the city council es-
tablished appropriations within the
2020-21 Budget for the expenditure
of unforeseen funds as a result of the
coronavirus pandemic.

In July last year, the City of Cot-
tage Grove entered into an agree-
ment with the Oregon Department
of Administrative Services to receive
Coronavirus Relief Funds (CRF)
through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief

and Economic Security Act (CARES
Act).

The funds were unforeseen at the
time of the 2020-21 Budget adop-
tion.

Through the CARES Act CRF
program, the city was allocat-
ed $328,944.98 and expenditures
which qualified according to the
US. Department of the Treasury
made between March 1, 2020, and
Dec. 30, 2020, were eligible for re-
imbursement.

This deadline date was later ex-
tended to the end of 2021.

A portion of the funds, $60,370,
were used to reimburse expendi-
tures made during the 2019-20 Bud-

get year and those funds were ac-
counted for in the 2019-20 Budget.

“So if you added everything up in
the resolution, it will be $60,370 less,
because we won't be appropriating
that” said City Manager Richard
Meyers.

In the current budget year, a num-
ber of major projects were undertak-
en which would not have been done
if not for the COVID-19 pandemic.
These projects were not a part of the
current budget and the expenditures
had to be made in order to request
any kind of reimbursement.

“And so we spent it out of a

See FUNDING 7A

Deadline passes for city assistant applications

By DAMIEN SHERWOOD
DSHERWOOD@CGSENTINEL.COM

With the application deadline for
a newly created Assistant to the City
Manager position passing on Feb. 5,
the process of gradually whittling
down a pool of 26 applicants began
this week.

“It’s going to be a very difficult de-
cision,” said City Manager Richard
Meyers.

The city began advertising for the
position near the end of last month,
eliciting not only a strong response
of applicants, but curiosity from lo-
cal residents.

The seemingly sudden creation of

a new position with the city has had
many in the community scratching
their heads as to why such a person
is needed — much less during a pe-
riod of economic strain.

The position has been in the city’s
budget for the last two years, but
has not been opened to applicants
until now. A primary motivator for
its creation, said Meyers, is an im-
pending exodus of several key staff
positions over the next several years.

“We're losing almost all of our ad-
ministrative staff in the next year or
two, maybe three,” he said. “That’s
a huge, huge hit when many of the
people that are leaving have 35 or
25 years in local government and all
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of a sudden we have nothing in the
community but new people”

At least one of those positions is
opening up later this year and Mey-
ers’ own position is included in the
list.

Though no precise date has been
set, he said he could see his retire-
ment coming within the next year
or two.

In order to see a more seamless
transition with the several positions,
Meyers reasons that an assistant will
be able to serve in a broad capacity,
picking up any slack where learning
curves may provide challenges to
new hires.

See CITY 8A

Install, Service, and Replace
Pumps and Water Filtration Systems
Test Water Quality And Water Flow Rate

Boone resigns
from City
Council

By DAMIEN SHERWOOD
DSHERWOOD@CGSENTINEL.
com

After a decade of serv-
ing as representative of
Ward 1 in Cottage Grove,
City Councilor Jake
Boone officially stepped
down from his position
last Thursday (Feb. 4) at
midnight.

“I am doing this be-
cause I am intending to
seek employment and
that employment will
preclude my continuing
on the council,” he said
in making the announce-
ment at the previous
weeK’s city council meet-
ing. “So, I do want to say
I think in the 10 years I've
been here, I have served
under three mayors and
with roughly a dozen dif-
ferent city councilors and
it has been an absolute
privilege and a joy. ... I
can’t stress enough how
lucky I have been to be
on this council with these
people who are able to
consistently interact in a
civil and productive way
to get stuff done”

See BOONE 6A
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