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“The Oregon De-
partment of Education
recognizes that student
health and safety are the
cornerstone of education
and that all students are
entitled to a high-quality
educational experience,
free from discrimination
or harassment based on
perceived race, color,
religion, gender iden-
tity, sexual orientation,
disability, or national
origin, and without fear
or hatred, racism or vio-
lence,” reads a statement
on the agency’s website.

The department states
that all staff and leaders
are also entitled to work

in environments that are
free from discrimination
or harassment, and vis-
itors should be able to
participate in school ac-
tivities without fear for
their safety.

As well as addressing
hate symbols, the policy
asks that “bias incidents”
be dealt with, which it
defines as “a person’s
hostile expression of
animus toward another
person, relating to the
other person’s perceived
race, color, religion,
gender identity, sexual
orientation, disability or
national origin, of which
criminal investigation or
prosecution is impossi-
ble or inappropriate.”

The policy also re-
quires certain responses

before

re

to incidents, including
requiring “staff to rec-
ognize the experience of
all persons impacted, ac-
knowledge the impact,
commit to taking imme-
diate action, and prevent
further harm against
those persons impacted
from taking place.”

Responding staff are
to include educational
components that address
the history and impact of
hate and introduce pro-
cedures ensuring safety,
healing and agency to
the impacted persons as
well as “accountability
and transformation” for
people and conditions
which led to the harm.

The adopted SLSD
board policy further
states, “In responding to
the use of any symbols
of hate, the district will
use non-disciplinary re-
medial action whenever
appropriate.”

The district will also
prohibit retaliation
against those who file
complaints.

SLSD has been work-
ing with students and
teachers since last sum-

mer to develop an equity
stance, largely informed
by issues raised by last
year’s protests involving
Black Lives Matter, a de-
centralized political and
social movement which
has heavily criticized the
racial targeting of Black
people by police.

The district’s conver-
sations helped form an
Equity Steering Com-
mittee, which contains
students among its sev-
eral stakeholders, and
continues to grow.

“We still would like to
have some parents from
different  perspectives
or experiences to join,”
said SLSD Superinten-
dent Yvonne Curtis.

From the meetings,
the district has been de-
veloping plans of action.

“What we heard from
our students [last] sum-
mer is that they wanted
us to take actions. ‘No
more talking. Let’s take
actions,’” reported Cur-
tis. “And the first thing
they wanted us to do
was to develop an equity
policy.”

Meanwhile last sum-

mer, the state was also
working on its own set
of policies in response to
the Black Lives Matter
movement.

On Oct. 15 last year,
the Oregon State Board
of Education renewed
“its commitment to an-
ti-racism, equity, and
access to education as a
core value” in a resolu-
tion.

The All Students Be-
long rule currently exists
only as a draft as the Or-
egon Legislative Assem-
bly will not meet until
February to vote to make
the policy state law.

As the policy over-
laps with many points
the SLSD Equity Steer-
ing Committee wishes
to emphasize, it was
brought  before the
school board for a vote,
Curtis said.

Curtis pointed out to
the board that a lot of
work will be involved
in applying the policies
once they become law.

“And so every person
in the district is going to
have to buy into this,”
Curtis said. “Including

parents. They will be
a part of it. And so we
have a lot of work to do
once the policy passes.”

Equity has been a re-
curring theme on the
agendas of SLSD board
meetings for the past
several years, but the
board’s adoption of
All  Students Belong
represents a markedly
stronger move toward its
stated goals on the topic.

“Working through
equity is beyond iden-
tifying a few groups or
protected classes,” said
Settelmeyer. “It’s mak-
ing sure that it’s the right
place to be for our stu-
dents, and our staff, and
our leaders and our fam-
ilies that would support
including all children.”

Copies of the adopted
policy and complaint
procedure can be found
separately by using the
search function on the
SLSD website at www.
slane.k12.or.us for “All
Students Belong” and
“bias incident,” respec-
tively.

Clean Burn Wood Pellet

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS
Tuesday-Saturday 9am-5pm
7919 N.River Road

541-942-4664

Life is meant to be

lived and enjoyed!
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Middlefield Oaks

Senior Living Community

Caring Staff

* On-Site Salon

* Housekeeping

* Large Floorplans
* Life Enrichment
* Entertainment

= Dining

* Seniors 55+

* Transportation

* Individual Care
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Assisted Living &
Memory Care

Call us today!
(541) 623-0032

MiddlefieldOaks.com
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60* of small businesses
close within 6 months
of a cyber-attack.
(541) 942-0555
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PayneWest

INSURANCE

HOME PRIDE

Painting and Repair LLC

Over 30 years of experience

| y
) Sweetheart’s Special!
10% off labor on

interior paint jobs
scheduled for February!
Now scheduling

spring and summer 2021
interior and exterior

repaints.

Serving Lane & North Douglas Counties

541-735-0089

ccb# 217560

Let us help you select the right wood flooring for any room!
Stop by our showroom

consultation and estimate.

An Unparalleled Selection of

Quality Wood Flooring

Natural Hardwood | Engineered Hardwood
Pine Flooring | Sustainable Bamboo
Distressed Hardwood | Vinyl | Tile

Rogers and Son Floor Covering

1324 E. Main St. | Cottage Grove
541-942-0500 |rogersandsonfloorcovering.com

South Lane Mental Health
Grupo FUERTE
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La pandemia de Covid-19 impacta nuestros niveles de
estrés y ansiedad. Una forma de lidiar con los efectos de
la pandemia es buscar y crear conexiones sociales en su
comunidad. Grupo FUERTE es un grupo de apoyo para
hombres hispanohablantes en el condado Lane. Unete
al Grupo FUERTE para aprender de recursos locales,
temas de bienestar mental y crea su propia red social.
Este es un servicio gratuito patrocinado por South Lane
Mental Health. Para més informacién o para inscrib-
irse, llame a 541-942-3939 y pregunte por el Grupo
FUERTE.

The Covid-19 pandemic impacts our stress and anxiety
levels. One way to deal with the effects of the pandemic
is to seek and build social connections in your com-
munity. Grupo FUERTE is a support group for Spanish
speaking men in Lane County. Join Grupo FUERTE to
learn about local resources, mental health topics and
create your own social network. This is a free service
sponsored by South Lane Mental Health. For more in-
formation or to enroll, call 541-942-3939 and ask about

South Lane Mental Health
“Alas”

South Lane Mental Health, located in Cottage Grove,
Oregon, is now providing mental health services for
Spanish speaking individuals. Our program, Alas,
serves children and adults, individuals, couples, and
families. Our services include case management, group
therapy, individual therapy and peer support services.
We offer in-person services or remote services via tele-
health. We can assist with your computer needs if you
prefer Telehealth services. For more information and/
or to make an appointment, please call 541-942-3939

South Lane Mental Health, ubicado en Cottage Grove,
Oregon, ahora ofrece servicios para gente hispano-
hablante. Nuestro programa, Alas, apoya a jovenes,
individuos, parejas y familias. Nuestros servicios in-
cluyen el manejo de casos (navegacion de recursos
y educacién comunitaria), terapia de grupo y terapia
para individuos. Ofrecemos servicios en persona, por
teléfono y por video. Nosotros podemos ayudar con
sus necesidades de tecnologia si prefiere recibir servi-
cios por teléfono o video. Para mas informacidn o para
hacer cita, por favor llame a 541-942-3939.
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We focus our time, energy, and efforts on
service projects encompassing:

Local Projects: High School Scholarships, Bike
Helmets for Lincoln Middle School, Literacy,
Crousel Wheelchair Space,

Aquatic Center Mural, downtown Bike Lockers
and Playground Equipment for Coiner Park

Global Projects: Thai Library Project, Clean
Water in Central America

Become a member today.

Contact Karol Kuhn Simons
rotary424cg@gmail.com

CONNECTS

Service Above Self

SOUTH LANE COUNTY
FIRE & RESCUE

The Only Emergency
Medical Transport

Service
in South Lane County

) S
80UTH LANE COUNTY

Call 541-942-4493 for info.
FOR EMERGENCY DIAL 911

Serving South Lane County.

www.southlanefire.org




