
DMV extends driver license, vehicle tag grace period into 2021

Federal agencies warn of COVID-related fraud schemes 

Oregon residents with 

a vehicle registration, 

permit or driver license 

expiring between Nov. 1, 

2020, and April 30, 2021, 

have up to three months 

after their expiration date 

without being cited by law 

enforcement for an ex-

pired license or tags.

The Oregon Depart-

ment of Transportation 

and Oregon law enforce-

ment agencies agreed to 

the new grace period as 

DMV catches up with a 

backlog due to COVID-19 

restrictions.

Under the agreement, 

Oregon law enforcement 

officers will exercise more 

discretion for recently 

expired licenses and reg-

istration before choosing 

whether to write a cita-

tion. 

Law enforcement can 

verify the status of a driv-

er or vehicle registration 

electronically during a 

traffic stop.

A law enforcement 

moratorium under Senate 

Bill 1601 from an Oregon 

Special Legislative Session 

last summer will expire 

Dec. 31. Under that leg-

islation, a police officer 

cannot issue a citation for 

the following DMV prod-

ucts if they expired be-

tween March 1 and Dec. 

31, 2020:

• Driver license and 

identification cards

• Passenger vehicle reg-

istrations

• Commercial vehicle 

registrations

• Trip permits and tem-

porary registrations

• Disabled parking per-

mits

DMV offices are open 

by appointment — mostly 

those that require in-per-

son visits such as driver 

license and other identi-

fication card-related ser-

vices.

In some parts of Or-

egon, the first available 

appointment may be two 

months out, so don’t wait 

until the last minute to 

schedule your appoint-

ment.

As DMV catches up 

with the backlog, more 

services will become 

available by appointment.

It does not know when 

walk-in services can re-

sume, but some appoint-

ments for vehicle title and 

registration are available 

now. 

Visit www.OregonD-

MV.com for a complete 

list of services available by 

office.

Many services are avail-

able online at DMV2U.

Oregon.gov and more 

will be added soon. Those 

available now include:

• Renew your vehicle 

registration

• Access your DMV 

profile

• Schedule an appoint-

ment

• Replace a lost, dam-

aged or stolen license or 

ID card

• Pay a reinstatement fee

• Report your change of 

address

• Report the sale of your 

car

• Calculate vehicles fees 

to mail in title and regis-

tration applications

You can also download 

forms and complete many 

transactions by mail in-

cluding vehicle title trans-

fers. 

Find detailed instruc-

tions at www.OregonD-

MV.com. The Oregon 

DMV is continually im-

proving its website to help 

customers get what they 

need.

DMV has been increas-

ing its capacity to provide 

services as safely as possi-

ble during the COVID-19 

pandemic. The goal is 

to use its new system ca-

pabilities so customers 

get their DMV services 

from the comfort of their 

homes, and to hire more 

staff to help catch up with 

the backlog.

Among its current ef-

forts to ctach up on the 

current backlog:

• Hiring additional tem-

porary staff for field offic-

es and call centers.

• Authorizing over-

time to process mailed-in 

transactions.

• Adding services on-

line by successfully fin-

ishing a multi-year system 

replacement in July.

• Expanding capacity 

for appointments from 

16,000 per week this sum-

mer to nearly 28,000 per 

week now.

• Adding new knowl-

edge test machines to in-

crease capacity.

• Increasing drive test 

appointments at DMV 

offices in addition to ex-

panding the number of 

private drive-test pro-

viders — both using 

COVID-19 safety practic-

es.

The Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (FBI), De-

partment of Health and 

Human Services Office of 

Inspector General (HHS-

OIG), and Centers for 

Medicare & Medicaid Ser-

vices (CMS) are warning 

the public about several 

emerging fraud schemes 

related to COVID-19 vac-

cines.

The FBI, HHS-OIG, 

and CMS have received 

complaints of scammers 

using the public’s interest 

in COVID-19 vaccines to 

obtain personally identi-

fiable information (PII) 

and money through vari-

ous schemes. 

The FBI continues to 

work with law enforce-

ment partners and the 

private sector to identify 

cyber threats and fraud in 

all forms.

The public should be 

aware of the following 

potential indicators of 

fraudulent activity:

• Advertisements or of-

fers for early access to a 

vaccine upon payment of 

a deposit or fee

• Requests asking you 

to pay out of pocket to 

obtain the vaccine or 

to put your name on a 

COVID-19 vaccine wait-

ing list

• Offers to undergo ad-

ditional medical testing or 

procedures when obtain-

ing a vaccine

• Marketers offering to 

sell and/or ship doses of 

a vaccine, domestically 

or internationally, in ex-

change for payment of a 

deposit or fee

• Unsolicited emails, 

telephone calls, or per-

sonal contact from some-

one claiming to be from a 

medical office, insurance 

company, or COVID-19 

vaccine center requesting 

personal and/or medical 

information to determine 

recipients’ eligibility to 

participate in clinical vac-

cine trials or obtain the 

vaccine

• Claims of FDA ap-

proval for a vaccine that 

cannot be verified

• Advertisements for 

vaccines through social 

media platforms, email, 

telephone calls, online, 

or from unsolicited/un-

known sources

• Individuals contacting 

you in person, by phone, 

or by email to tell you the 

government or govern-

ment officials require you 

to receive a COVID-19 

vaccine

Tips to avoid COVID-19 

vaccine-related fraud:

• Consult your state’s 

health department web-

site for up-to-date infor-

mation about authorized 

vaccine distribution 

channels and only ob-

taining a vaccine through 

such channels.

• Check the FDA’s web-

site (fda.gov) for current 

information about vac-

cine emergency use au-

thorizations.

• Consult your primary 

care physician before un-

dergoing any vaccination.

• Don’t share your per-

sonal or health informa-

tion with anyone other 

than known and trusted 

medical professionals.

• Check your medical 

bills and insurance expla-

nation of benefits (EOBs) 

for any suspicious claims 

and promptly reporting 

any errors to your health 

insurance provider.

• Follow guidance and 

recommendations from 

the U.S. Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Preven-

tion (CDC) and other 

trusted medical profes-

sionals.

General online/cyber 

fraud prevention 

techniques:

• Verify the spelling of 

web addresses, websites, 

and email addresses that 

look trustworthy but may 

be imitations of legitimate 

websites.

• Ensure operating sys-

tems and applications are 

updated to the most cur-

rent versions.

If you believe you 

have been the victim of 

a COVID-19 fraud, im-

mediately report it to the 

FBI (ic3.gov, tips.fbi.gov, 

or 1-800-CALL-FBI) or 

HHS OIG (tips.hhs.gov or 

1-800-HHS-TIPS).
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A new shipment has arrived in time for the holidays.

•Helps those in need in Lane County
• Charitable donation
•We do all the paperwork
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to Cars for a Cause by Dec. 31st.
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& motorcycles CALL NOW!
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