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Design a 
book cover.

Standards Link: Language 
Arts: Recognize and use 

adjectives.

Do adults sometimes 
tell you to stop 

exaggerating? Not 
Marty Kelley. He 

thinks exaggeration 
is funny. Look at 

the newspaper ads. 
Can you rewrite 
them so that they 
really exaggerate 

their claims?

EXAMPLE:

Big turkeys on sale.
EXAGGERATION:

Turkeys on sale 
are almost too big 
to fit through your 

front door!

Exaggerate!

ANSWER: When it is red (read)!

Children are born curious.
From their earliest days, sensory exploration 
brings delight and wonder. New discoveries 
expand their minds.  When they unlock the 
joy of reading, their world widens further. 

Magic happens.

Kid Scoop opens the doors of discovery 
for elementary school children by providing 

interactive, engaging and relevant 
age-appropriate materials designed to 
awaken the magic of reading at school, 

at home, and throughout their lives.

For more information about our literacy 
non-profit, visit kidscoopnews.org

Marty Kelley has written and illustrated a lot of books 
for kids! How many books? 33 so far!

Below are the covers of some of them. Can you 
number these books in alphabetical order?

When I was a kid, I loved to doodle and draw.  I made a comic 
strip for my local newspaper! After high school I went to art 
school because I wanted to be an animator. Then, I changed my 
mind about animation.  I got interested in teaching and became 
a second-grade teacher. While teaching I got an idea. By writing 
and illustrating children’s books I could combine two things I 
love  – teaching and drawing.

A:

It takes me about two to two and a half years to 
write one book. I do many, many rough drafts! 
And every new draft gets better and better until 
it is ready to be published.

A: Sometimes I draw a picture and that gets my imagination going. 
The idea for the Molly Mac books came from the names of my son’s 
friends. I wanted to write a book about two good friends, and I really 
liked these names.

A:

 I love to make people laugh. I still visit classrooms and I love to do 
that and make children laugh while I teach about writing.

A:

Imagine you are writing a 
book about you and your 
best friend. Think up a title 
for the book. Then draw the 
cover in the space at left.

Don’t be afraid to fail spectacularly! Failure is a chance 
to learn. Molly Mac makes a lot of mistakes that kids 
can relate to. And kids like to read about what she 
learns and how she turns failure into success.

A:

I’m an Alien and I 
Want to Go Home!

Missile Toe: A Very 
Confused Christmas Summer Stinks

Twelve Terrible 
Things

The
Messiest Desk

Albert’s Almost 
Amazing AdventureWinter Woes

Marty Kelley’s popular 
chapter book series 
about Molly Mac and 
her friend Kayley is 
about a curious girl. Her 
curiosity gets her into 
some sticky and often 
hilarious situations!

Molly Mac

Kayley

Marty Kelley does school visits via Zoom these days. Learn more 
about this and his books at www.martykelley.com

a second-grade teacher. While teaching I got an idea. By writing 
and illustrating children’s books I could combine two things I 
love  – teaching and drawing.

Molly Mac

Try drawing Molly Mac. Then draw her again. Try a third 
time. Did your drawings improve each time?

What is Molly Mac’s 
favorite food?

To discover the answer, use the secret code!
= A
= C
= D

= E
= H
= I

= L
= N
= O

= R
= S
= T

= U
= V
= Y

Draw a picture of yourself.

Name:

I really like:

When I grow up I want to be:

A special memory:

Tell about yourself the way Molly 
does in her books.
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Standards Link: Writing Applications: Students write phrases 
that describe concepts.

What a Character!
Select a character in a comic strip. Write three 
things that describe how this character looks. 
Then write three things about the personality 
of this character.

Who is your favorite author? 
Learn three significant things 
about that person and write 

about them.

The adjective spectacular
means beautiful or dramatic 
in a grand, eye-catching way.

SPECTACULAR

Try to use the word 
spectacular in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

Everyone agreed that the 
spectacular gardens made 

the ancient castle even 
more amazing to visit.

This week’s word:
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

In Marty Kelley’s book Crustacean 
Vacation, things get a little crazy when 
crabs come out of the ocean. Can you 
find the two identical crabs below?
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