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Metrics from Al

an update on Friday to its
Ready Schools, Safe Learn-
ers guidance, which out-
lines strict health and safety
protocols aimed at lower-
ing the risk of COVID-19
infection among students,
parents, educators and
support staff.

“Doctors tell me that
‘zero risk’ is not the way
forward. It can’t be,” Brown
said. “Coronavirus is here

but we can be thoughtful
and smart about minimiz-
ing risks so we can live our
lives as safely as possible.”
Brown added that it’s also
clear that the state must
prioritize getting students
back into the classroom for
in-person instruction in a
way that minimizes risk to
the greatest extent possible.
“While we are making
adjustments to the metrics
based on our best judg-
ment of the science, they
are not radical shifts. Not
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every school district across
the state will suddenly be
able to meet these metrics
and reopen right away,
said Brown. “In fact, the
vast majority of our stu-
dents will not be able to
return to class. However,
close to 130,000 students
will potentially be able to
return to in-person in-
struction with these met-
rics, and that’s a really good
thing”

A key lesson from re-
viewing national school
data, according to ODE
Director Colt Gill, is that
Oregon school districts can
help protect the health and
well-being of both students
and staff during in-person
instruction when commu-
nity spread is sufficiently
low — and exercised in
conjunction with strict-
ly adhering to health and
safety protocols already in
place.

“Guided by data, these
new metrics offer an in-

tentional and measured
approach to returning
to in-person instruction

while recognizing the im-
portance of meeting our
kids’ academic needs —
and allow for in-person
instruction in places of
our state where the risk of
COVID-19 is lower;,” said
Gill, who added that the
metrics also set a “North
Star” for the rest of the state
to work toward.

“We all know that
in-person instruction pro-
vides our children and
families with more than
access to an equitable edu-
cation. Schools are a center
of services to students and
families, offering nutri-
tious meals, access to so-
cial-emotional and mental
health supports, as well as
physical health services,”
Gill added.

Key changes to the met-
rics include:

o A clear set of reachable
targets for communities
to strive for, with a North
Star of returning Oregon
students to in-person in-
struction.

 Acknowledgement that
Oregons Ready Schools,
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Safe Learners guidance’s
strong public health proto-
cols in structured settings
like schools can greatly re-
duce the risk of transmis-
sion of COVID-19.

o Additional time for
schools to transition be-
tween in-person and dis-
tance learning models.

o Increased access to
in-person instruction at
the elementary level.

o« A two-week “Look
Back” at the metrics data
rather than one week at a
time over a three-week pe-
riod.

« Removal of state posi-
tivity rate in favor of coun-
ty positivity rates in deter-
mining a school’s ability to
transition back to in-per-
son learning.

“As  we learn more
about the progression of
COVID-19 in Oregon, the
effectiveness of future vac-
cines and other miti-gation
efforts, and gain more in-
formation about the trans-
mission of COVID-19 in
structured  settings like
schools, ODE and OHA
are committed to review-
ing the metrics again in the
coming weeks,” said Gill.

The new metrics took
effect immediately and,
based on this week’s data
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points, could allow nearly
130,000 students to return
to some in-person in-
struction. The ODE is rec-
ommending that schools
consider a methodical and
cautious approach, return-
ing only a portion of the
school population first,
then adding more students
on-site over time.

This would allow schools
to build new safety rou-
tines, stabilize cohorts
and avoid sudden, disrup-
tive transitions back to
Comprehensive Distance
Learning due to quarantine
or isolation.

Prior to last Friday’s up-
dated state metrics, schools
within the South Lane
School District (SLSD) had
been providing Compre-
hensive Distance Learn-
ing (CDL) to all students,
pre-kindergarten through
12th grade, and were in
the preliminary stages of
planning limited in-person
instruction at some point.

Though these new met-
rics provide a shift towards
getting students back into
the classroom, based on
the current metrics and
Monday’s latest county
case rate (133 per 100K
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