
while hunting for a cheap 
fi re engine through online 
classifi eds.

� e 1962 Ford C850 fi re 
engine had found its way to 
a property near Loon Lake 
between Elkton and Reed-
sport.

Holt said a sign on the 
truck’s door had read “East-
side Fire Department,” sug-
gesting the truck was once 
in the service of the small 
Coos Bay neighborhood of 
the same name.

� e truck had been sit-

ting unused on the prop-
erty for some years and the 
owner had no use for it.

“He just gave it to us 
for free when we told him 
it was for the community 
here,” said Holt.

A� er acquiring the 
truck, Holt began the la-
boring process of resto-
ration, utilizing local vol-
unteers to clean and repair 
the vehicle bit by bit. Sit-
ting so long in disuse, the 
truck’s 500-gallon water 
tank had accumulated sig-
nifi cant blockage.

“We had to take the lid 
off  and shovel about 75 pounds of rust and dirt out 

of it,” said Holt.
Now nearly two years on, 

Holt believes the vehicle is 
in good mechanical condi-
tion and ready for action.

An attempt to put the fi re 
engine on display in a pa-
rade last Saturday, howev-
er, did not portend a sunny 
outlook for the revamped 
truck. � e vehicle seemed 
to stall before it could make 
it to the parade’s staging 
grounds.

In the end, Holt realized 
a faulty fuel gauge indicat-
ed that there was gas in the 
tank when it had in fact 
run dry.

Now gassed up, and 
seeming to be in working 
order, Holt said he is off er-
ing the truck’s services to 
the community.

“You can run fi ve hos-
es off  of it if you want to, 
which should put out a fi re 

pretty fast,” said Holt.
� ough there are oth-

er fi re truck owners in the 
area, Holt’s is currently the 
only one on community 
off er.

“Any house in this ‘fi re 
district’ that has a fi re, we 
plan on going and trying to 
put it out,” he said.

Holt counts this “dis-
trict” as a 15-mile stretch 
from Dorena Dam to Diss-
ton, including both sides of 
Dorena Lake.

Part of Holt’s reasoning 
for the service is the com-
munity’s distance from any 
fi refi ghting responders.

Fires have also occurred 
in Dorena and the sur-
rounding area with some 
frequency.

Many residents ex-
pressed concern in 2018 
when three households 
went up in fl ames and 
South Lane County Fire 

and Rescue (SLCFR) pro-
tected Dorena Elementa-
ry School, but seemed to 
make less eff ort to protect 
the houses.

According to a statement 
released by SLCFR at the 
time, the fi re was contained 
to 12 acres.

“SLCFR response in-
cluded resources from 
North Douglas Fire EMS 
and Goshen-Pleasant Hill 
Fire,” the statement read. 
“� e Dorena area is not 
protected by a structural 
agency.” 

As part of an agree-
ment with the South Lane 
School District, SLCFR 
provided structural protec-
tion to Dorena Elementary 
School. � ree structures, 
several outbuildings and 
vehicles were burned in the 
fi re.

While the SLCFR ambu-
lance service area is about 
800 square miles, the fi re 
service area is around 132 
square miles, putting Dore-
na residents outside the 
district.

To address this, SLCFR 
began off ering rural resi-
dents a “fi re suppression 
agreement” which would 
guarantee a response if 
they pay a tax of $1.85 per 
$1,000 of property value.

Several dozen of those 
contracts have been signed. 
� ough this off er may be 
attractive for some, others 
such as Holt are skeptical 
about response times.

“It takes them maybe 
half an hour to get out here 
very far,” he said. “It isn’t 
practical.”

Holt feels that fi res in the 
area are a frequent enough 
occurrence that the com-
munity could benefi t from 
access to its own fi refi ght-
ing source.

At age 79, Holt is hoping 
volunteers more youthful 
than he will be willing to 
off er their time and energy.

“I have asked for volun-
teers and so far just one 
neighbor has volunteered 
and he’s just about as old as 
I am,” Holt said. “If we had 
younger people, it would 
be better.”

Holt started sitting in 
on Goshen Rural Fire Pro-
tection District classes to 
learn how to eff ectively put 
out a fi re, though the onset 
of the coronavirus pan-
demic put a stop to those 
outings.

“So if we can get any vol-
unteers, I can teach what 
little I know,” he said.

� e fi re truck needs at 
least two people to operate.

“It needs one person to 
watch the water pressure 
and how much is le�  and 
it needs another person to 
use the hose,” said Holt.

Liability, however, Holt 
admits is an issue, high-
lighting that volunteers 
would be operating at their 
own risk as there is no in-
surance coverage.

Holt said he is counting 
on the good nature of those 
he might potentially help 
to refrain from litigious 
action.

“� e thing is, I don’t 
have any insurance and I’ve 
just asked people, ‘Please 
don’t sue me,’” he laughed. 
“I’m just doing it as a favor 
to the community. If I can 
help, I’ll help. But there are 
things that can go wrong. I 
realize that.”

For more information, 
Dan Holt can be reached 
by phone at 541-946-1445 
or by email at danholt-
video@gmail.com. 
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60% of small businesses 
close within 6 months 
of a cyber-attack.
(541) 942-0555
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Cottage Grove Classifi ed MARKETPLACE
“Your 1 stop place to buy & sell merchandise in the region”

We know how much work you put into preparing for a garage sale.
Then it rains! We want to help you with our new...

Garage Sales Insurance Package!
If bad weather aff ects your Garage Sale call us within 7 days and 

we will re-run your ad in our paper 1x and online 5x more 

Guranteed Garage Sale Package Includes:

✔ 15 Words in 8 ads

✔ 1 in paper and 7 online

✔ 2 Signs & Tip Sheet

✔ Only $15
Normal price is $12 with 2 signs, insurance is only $3 for a complete additional 8 ad run!

Cottage Grove Sentinel Introduces...

GUARANTEED
GARAGE SALES

SSentinelentinel
Cottage Grove

1-888-414-3161
WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to fi re and emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Monitored by ADT® the #1
home security company in the U.S. 

Save Now On
Home Security

 24/7 Monitored Home Security

home security company in the U.S. 

 24/7 Monitored Home Security PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Parts and Install. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring 
Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. 
Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any 
other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. GENERAL: For all offers, the 
form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and 
termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. 
Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires 
purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are 
an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require 
guard response service for municipal alarm verifi cation. Prices subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer 
discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not refl ect the 
exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725, AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, 
DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. 
Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-
1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-
ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City 
of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City 
of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-
7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/
ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 
46240 ©2020 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q320

PO Box 341 | Cottage Grove, Oregon
541-731-8528 |www.prasadalandscapes.com

• landscape design & planting
• complete lawn care
• trimming, weeding & mulching

100% Contactless Service! Details Online

Turn your yard into a

Safe & Relaxing Sanctuary

Honest. Dependable. Authentic

The Only Emergency 

Medical Transport 

Service

in South Lane County

SOUTH LANE COUNTY
FIRE & RESCUE

Call 541-942-4493 for info.

FOR EMERGENCY DIAL 911
Serving South Lane County.

www.southlanefi re.org

TURNING 65 AND NEED HELP WITH 

YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES?

Call Paul to

help simplify

the complicated.

541-517-7362
Paul Henrichs ~ Independent Agent

coverage4oregon@gmail.com

FALL SAVINGS

Dependable chainsaws for cutting tasks 

around the home

SAVE $60 OFF MODEL MS 250

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-557-1912

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

OLD MILL FARM STORE
-Est 1870-

Open: Mon-Fri 10-5

Saturday 10-4

327 South River Road

Cottage Grove, Oregon 97424

(541)942-3024

We can beat any price in Eugene!

 Give us a call, we’ll chat.

541-942-4415 • 2775 Row River Road • bradschevy.com

Our People Really Make The Difference!

Any service with coupon
Schedule your appointment Today!

Not Valid on any service Exceeding $100 � Expires 10/31/20
Not valid with any other offer.

15% OFF

Dorena                   from A1

COURTESY PHOTO

Dorena’s newly refurbished community fire truck, owned by resident Dan Holt.


