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addressing a well-known
housing problem in Cot-
tage Grove. The city’s
2018 Housing Needs
Analysis identified a
deep need for more
housing availability at all
income levels. Creating
affordable housing has
been a particular chal-
lenge.

“When we first started
this project and start-
ed applying to the city,
we were told we were
the first application for
low-income housing in
15 vyears,” said Kelsh.
“So, that kind of tells you
what the issue is”

At the Sept. 18 cere-
mony, Mayor Jeff Gow-

ing spoke to the issue as
well.

“Is this going to fix
our housing crisis? No,
but it’s definitely a start,”
he said, as he called for
more projects of the kind
SquareOne is advancing.

Though the residents
of Cottage Village have
barely begun their new
lives in the co-op, there
is already palpable im-
pact on the new arrivals.

Future resident
Aislinn Blackstone, 41,
had effusive praise for
the project and those
spearheading it. For
Blackstone, it presents to
her a new lease on life.

“I wish there was a way
to properly thank them,”
she said, restraining her
emotion.

“Anywhere.
Any day...
That’s when you can count
on State Farm®.
| know life doesn’t come with a
schedule. That's why at State Farm
you can always count on me for
whatever you need - 24/7, 365.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Matt Bjornn, Agent
Bus: 541-942-2623
www.bjornninsurance.com
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' Immunizations

M C C OY’ S  Medication Synchronization
V Rx Compounding
P H A RM A CY \ Prescription &

OTC Medication Counseling
V Convenient Drive-Thru

Free Delivery Within
Cottage Grove City Limits

IS BACK!
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Open M-F 9AM-6PM

McCoy's Pharmacy Saturday 9AM-1PM

1205 N. PACIFIC HWY #3, Cottage Grove, OR
541-942-7799 « mccoyspharmacy@mccoyspharmacy.com
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TURNING 65 AND NEED HELP WITH
YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES? i

Call Paul to
help simplify
the complicated.

>

541-517-7362

Paul Henrichs ~ Independent Agent
coverage4oregon@gmail.com
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Cottage Grove Sentinel Introduces...

GUARANTEED
HOME SALES

Moving is one of the most stressful things we do in life, now add to it selling your
house! We want to help you with our new...

Real Estate Insurance Package!

We will run your online ad until it sells, for one low price.

Guranteed Home Sale Package Includes:

v 50 Words + Photo under featured
Homes for sale page online

v 50 word ad under classifieds online.

v Over 21,000% unique visitors online.

v Only $50** and it runs until its sold.

Normal price is $45 for 4 issues, insurance is only $5.

Weekly feature for an additional $20/per week

limit one listing

Cottage Grove Classified MARKETPLACE

“Your 1 stop place to buy & sell real estate in the region”

Call Today
541.942.3325

cgsentinel.com

%@ottage @r.ove
entinel

# Nov'18-Jan."19 **Must be paid at time of placement
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CVC member Susan Johnson (right) presents housingwarming gifts to new Cottage Village resident Fawn
Love (center) on Sept. 18 as part of the ceremony.

Blackstone said she is
on disability and living
out of a trailer on her
parents’ property, a sit-
uation owed to a com-
plicated history of med-
ical issues that began in
2006. She has since been
through numerous hos-
pitalizations and inva-
sive medical procedures
which have left her in
a mode of physical and
psychological recovery
that has hampered her
quest for independence.

“I've forgotten how to
live like an adult in a lot
of ways,” she explained.
“I'm on a very, very lim-
ited budget. I'm very
much living month-to-
month. And so being
able to afford a place of
my own was a dream I
just completely dropped.

I've put so many
things that I've wanted
to do and dream of do-
ing on the backburner”

With her newfound
sense of agency, though,

Are you a Chamber Member?
Ask us how you can become a
member today!

Contact Shauna Neigh
President/CEO of the
Chamber of Commerce
(541) 942-2411
travis@cgchamber.com

¢ Rock Hauling
¢ Trenching

¢ Demolition

Commercial and Residential
SITE DEVELOPMENT

¢ Excavation, Clearing, Grading
¢ Residential Building Pads and Driveways

e Commercial Site Work

- Over 25 Years of Construction Experience -
For Inquiries or a Free Estimate
Visit Us Online at www.nwcbuilders.com

Give Eric a Call
(541) 802-9245
Find us on €

Let us help you select the right wood flooring for any room!

Stop by ot

howroom for a free design co;

Itation an

An Unparalleled Selection of
Quality Wood Flooring

Natural Hardwood | Engineered Hardwood
Pine Flooring | Sustainable Bamboo
Distressed Hardwood | Vinyl | Tile

Rogers and Son Floor Covering

1324 E. Main St. | Cottage Grove
541-942-0500 |rogersandsonfloorcovering.com

Blackstone is looking
forward to focusing on
thriving rather than sur-
viving. For the first time
in a long while, she said
a future seems tangible.

“It feels like I'm actual-
ly going to have one,” she
said. “There is a part of
me that’s sort of scared
to dream big, but I don’t
want to close myself off,
either”

Eager to return to past
passions such as writing
and photography, she
hopes to use her stabil-
ity to pursue endeavors
shed given up on.

“It really brings this
sense of ownership and
pride;” she said.

Socializing, too, will
become part of her life
again.

“I'm really excited to
have neighbors to work
with and talk with and
just be a community
with,” said Blackstone.

The Cottage Village
project is still not over,
however.

Four more houses and
a community center

have yet to be completed
on the property.

PRASADA

LANDSCAPES LLC

Turn youryard into a
Safe & Relaxing Sanctuary

+ Complete lawn care packages
+ Trimming, weeding & mulching
+ Custom/one-time service options

+ 100% Contactless Service & Fully Insured

Honest. Dependable. Authentic
PO Box 341, Cottage Grove, Oregon
541-731-8528 - www.prasadalandscapes.com

“We need to raise
about $300,000 more
to complete the whole
project,” said Kelsh, who
hopes to have residents
into the final four hous-
es by the end of the year.

While the project fin-
ishes up, momentum is
already building for sim-
ilar models to be imple-
mented.

Looking to the future,
Dellinger hopes to find
more efficient ways to
create affordable hous-
ing in the area.

“For so long, afford-
able housing has been
about tax credits,” she
said. “It’s just not a good
use of funds.”

Dellinger is hopeful
that more housing proj-
ects like Emerald Village
and Cottage Village will
help chip away at per-
petual problems such as
homelessness and fami-
lies living on the edge of
financial ruin.

“Getting people to-
gether who care about
moving it forward —
that’s the biggest thing,”
she said.

Re can at any price in Eugene!
Give us a call, we'll chat.

327 South River Road
Cottage Grove, Oregon 97424

PET FOODS INC_

-Est 1870~

Open: Mon-Fri 10-5
Saturday 10-4

(541)942-3024
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