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United Way of Lane County invests $64,250 in wildfire response

Second round of funding provides shelter, food, and mental health supports to those impacted

As contributions con-
tinue to pour in for wild-
tire response efforts —
coming from McKenzie
Valley residents them-
selves to communities
across the U.S. — United
Way of Lane County is
continuing to support or-
ganizations directly serv-
ing those most impacted
by fires.

Today, $64,250 will be
distributed to 17 organi-
zations working on the
front lines of wildfire re-
sponse efforts.

“Knowing the needs
are vast, we prioritized
investments to organi-
zations providing food,
shelter, transportation,
and strong mental health
support for those partic-
ularly vulnerable at this
time and with fewer ac-
cess to resources,” shared
Kori Rodley, United
Way’s Equity and En-
gagement Director.

Lane Senior Support
Coalitions grant, for
example, will provide
low-income senior com-

munity members living
in rural areas with pro-
pane, generators, gas
cards, temporary shelter,
and other supports.

The Center for Com-
munity Counseling
funding will support
no-cost crisis counseling
services to low-income,
uninsured, underinsured
community  members
and anyone else seeking
counseling.

The Eugene Family
YMCASs grant will help
provide showers and
community building ac-
tivities for families dis-

placed.
The following pro-
grams are  receiving
funding:
o 8:46 Justice Today
($5,000)

o Center for Commu-
nity Counseling ($5,000)

o Community Out-
reach through Radical
Empowerment ($5,000)

« Diabetes Community
Care Team ($2,500)

o Eugene Family
YMCA ($5,000)

« Friends of Fish Lake
($2,500)

o Full Access ($2,500)

o Lane Senior Support
Coalition ($5,000)

« Mapleton Food Share
($2,500)

e Marcola School Dis-
trict 79J ($2,500)

o McKenzie Bridge
Christian Church
($5,000)

» One Hope ($5,000)

e Oregon Community
Programs ($3,000)

e Rural Organizing
Project ($5,000)

o Screamin’ Jay’s Hot
Lunch (with Oregon
Hospitality Fdn) ($2,500)

o South Lane Men-

tal Health Services, Inc.
($5,000)

e The Child Center
($1,250)

“We know we are still
in the early stages of re-
sponding to this crisis,
and will continue mak-
ing grants prioritizing
both immediate response
as well as longer term re-
covery efforts as needs
shift,” said Jared Pruch,

United Way’s Director
of Community Impact.
“With the support of do-
nors, we hope to continue
investing in community
organizations  working
directly with those most
affected by the fire in
the weeks and months to
come.”

Earlier this  week,
United Way distributed
an additional $200,000
to organizations in the
McKenzie Valley outside
of a typical application
process, knowing rap-
id access to funding was
crucial.

Those  organizations
include McKenzie Com-
munity  Development
Corporation  ($50,000),
McKenzie Education
Foundation  ($20,000),
Blue River Health Clin-
ic/Orchid Health Clin-
ic  ($20,000), McKen-
zie River Food Pantry

($10,000), and Catholic
Community Services
($100,000).

United Way is accept-
ing and reviewing appli-

‘Working While Claiming’

The Oregon Employ-
ment Department an-
nounced an update to the
“Working While Claim-
ing” program, a result of
Oregon Senate Bill 1701.
It allows Oregonians to
work and earn more each
week before having their
weekly benefit amount
reduced.

This change in how
earnings are reported for
those who are “working
while claiming” allows
more  unemployment
benefits for under-em-
ployed Oregonians.

“Originally anticipated
to be complete in De-
cember, we are proud of
our ability to get ahead
on this programming
change while keeping
our other IT priorities on
track, said David Ger-
stenfeld, acting director
of the Oregon Employ-
ment Department.

Senate Bill 1701 allows

claimants to earn up to
$300 before seeing a re-

duction in their weekly
benefits.

Claimants working 39
hours or less per week
and earning less than
their weekly benefit
amount can earn up to
$300 without seeing any
change to their weekly
benefits.

Any amount earned
over $300 will be re-
duced from their weekly
benefit, dollar-for-dollar.

However, claimants
working 40 hours or
more or earning the
same or more than their
weekly benefit amount in
a week are not eligible to
receive any benefits.

This statutory change
is effective through Jan.
1, 2022.

The new income
threshold applies to all
benefit programs, in-
cluding regular Unem-
ployment Insurance
(UI), Pandemic Unem-
ployment Assistance
(PUA), Pandemic Emer-

Free Appraisals
I'll Come to You!

Gold, Silver, Scrap, Men’s

lets Oregonians earn more

gency  Unemployment
Compensation (PEUC),
and Extended Benefits
(EB).

For Oregonians
ceiving any type of un-
employment  benefits
during this period, ad-
justments to their weekly
benefit amount will be
automatic.

Claimants do not need

re-

to contact the Depart-
ment to request an ad-
justment, unless they
made a mistake when
reporting their earnings.

For claims already paid
this week, the Depart-
ment will make manual
adjustments as needed
and will issue retroactive
payments to claimants
who qualify.

Delve into YOUR past at
our library, located in the
Cottage Grove

Community Center!

Our library is open

Wed - Fri 11:00-4:00

COTTAGE GROVE
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
700 Gibbs Ave.

P.O. Box 388
Cottage Grove, OR 97424
541-942-9570

Lifetime Warranty!

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Walk-In Tubs

v EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

v SUPERIOR DESIGN!

Ultra low easy entry and exit design,
wide door, built-in safety bar and
textured floor provides a safer bathing
experience.

v PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®
TECHNOLOGY

v LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

v/ 44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we've seen.

¥ FREE!

=
Savings Include an
American Standard
Right Height Toilet

Jewelry, Costume Jewelry,

Pieces & Parts. Even.Junk! The Jewelry Girl, LLC
25+ Years Experience | ;sp RUSSELL
2001 Franklin #3 (541 )556-9598

Eugene, Oregon

Finance Options Available

FREE! ($500 Value)

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

877-379-2781

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/cgs

GROVE MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT

“BuiLpING A HeaLTHY CommuniTY”
YouRr LocAL PROVIDER OF
Home MebicaL EQuiPmENT!

Sales & Rentals, Insurance Billing, CPAP/BIPAP,
Home Oxygen, Mobility, Walk Aids, Bath Aides,
Power Chairs, Power Scooters,

Aids to Daily Living.

Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

148 Gateway BIVd (Bi Mart Plaza)
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-225-5443

grovemedical@outlook.com
Join us on Facebook

Find us on

Facebook:

We'll make sure your
system is
running effectively and
efficiently.

Call for details and an
appointment today,
and beat the spring rush!

Complete Heating
& Cooling System Service
Reasonable Rates
All Work Guaranteed

HEﬁTING & ﬁlﬁ CONDITIONINi
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
www.jamesheating.com

115 Lawrence St., Eugene, OR 97401
CCB# 47396 « 542-461-2101

cations from organiza-
tions on a rolling basis,
and programs can submit
more than one applica-
tion for funding.

More information
can be found at www.
unitedwaylane.org/re-
sponse-fund-application.

Community members
and organizations inter-
ested in giving to Unit-
ed Way’s Wildfire Re-
sponse Fund can donate
online at www.egiving.
unitedwaylane.org/wild-
tires; mail checks with

© 844-7

“Wildfires” in memo line
to United Way of Lane
County at 3171 Gateway
Loop, Springfield, Ore.,
97477, or call 541-357-
5709.

With the long term
impacts of the fires still
yet to be seen, commu-
nity members are also
encouraged to support
United Way’s on going
work in the community
by making a contribution
to the Live United Fund
at www.unitedwaylane.
org/donate.

39-5874

Renewal
byAndersen.

WINDOW REPLACEMENT an Andersen Company

The Better Way to a Better Window"

541-726-7689
Eugene/Springfield

Licensed
Bonded
insured

541-942-9635
(ottage Grove

HOME PRIDE

Paintmg and Repair LLC

Now is a good time to schedule for

541-735-0089

Over 30 years of experience

Schedule Now
For Fall Interior Painting

Get ahead of the crowd!

Spring and Summer
2021 exterior repaints

Call us for a Free Quote!

“We do small remodels,
home repairs and decks!

Serving Lane &
North Douglas Counties

ccb# 217560
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Deliveries Locally and Worldwide

The Flower Basket

E; Floral Arrangements

o Fine Gifts

Gift Boutique

Shop and so much more”

Accessories
Jewelry
Balloons
Home Décor

Find us on
Facebook

Locally owned and operated since 1984
Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed

119 South 6th Street ® 541-942-0505

www.cottagegroveflowerbasket.com




