
innovations to the Pitts 
design aircraft, a series of 
light aerobatic biplanes 
designed by airplane de-
signer Curtis Pitts.

Horvath testified to 
high regard in which he 
held Pitts’ own contribu-
tion.

“He took everything out 
you didn’t need to fly and 
only left exactly what you 
needed,” said Horvath. 
“And so he really changed 
aerobatics and aviation.”

Horvath’s fascination 
with aircraft began at 10 
years old in part due to 
his fortuitous proximity 
to Creswell Airport.

“We just happened to 
be in a really cool area 
here in Creswell, Oregon, 
where there’s a lot of real-
ly neat aviation stuff going 
on if you care to look,” he 
said.

Horvath would watch 
as local pilot Steve Wolf 
practiced his performanc-
es, spinning and twirling 
above Horvath’s house.

Impressed, Horvath 
wrote a letter to Wolf and 
was subsequently invited 
to take a tour of the air-
port where his interest 
only grew.

“It just sucked me in,” 
recalled Horvath.

His early curiosity with 
piecing out how things 
worked combined with 
the community of people 
“building airplanes out of 
nothing” took hold of his 
imagination.

Maintaining a presence 
on the Creswell Airport 
through his youth, Hor-
vath eventually went off 
to Oregon Institute of 
Technology in Klamath 

Falls where he would get a 
degree in manufacturing 
engineering technology. 

Following his gradua-
tion in 2004, Horvath re-
turned to work for Wolf 
in Creswell where he built 
planes, parts and pieces 
for big names throughout 
the airshow circuit.

When Wolf retired a 
few years later, Horvath 
struck out on his own by 
launching his custom fab-
rication business Special-
ty Aero, a company that 
grew to serve customers 
all over the world in its 
specialization of aerobatic 
planes.

One of the catalysts for 
starting the businesses, 
Horvath said, was a con-
tract to build an airplane 
for Sean Tucker, a famed 
aerobatic aviator whose 
airshows, sponsored by 

the Oracle Corporation, 
have achieved worldwide 
recognition.

Tucker’s plane, the Or-
acle Challenger III, is due 
to find its way into the 
Smithsonian next year.

In addition, Horvath’s 
list of builds and modifi-
cations now include other 
notable aircraft such as 
Wyche Coleman’s Wolf 
Pitts Samson II, Peter 
Kohmann’s Pitts S-1T, and 
Pete Diaz’s Pitts S-2S.

Horvath continues to 
produce popular parts for 
Pitts builders, including 
performance parts for the 
Pitts S1-11 and Pitts S1, 
making him an integral 
part of the Pitts commu-
nity and “grassroots” aer-
obatics as well as being an 
aircraft builder himself.

Ever humble, however, 
Horvath put it simply.

“I just kind of do what-
ever people need,” he said.

Each year since 2009, 
the membership of the 
IAC nominates outstand-
ing volunteers to be rec-
ognized for their con-
tributions to the sport 
of aerobatics. While the 
award recipients have typ-
ically been recognized at 
the IAC Annual Member 
Meeting at in Oshkosh, 
Wisc., this year, due to 
coronavirus-related can-
cellations, the award was 
shipped to the recipients’ 
homes.

Horvath said while he 
isn’t the kind of the person 
to seek out awards, he ap-
preciated being nominat-
ed by others campaigning 
for his recognition.

“It’s sure an honor to 
have gotten it,” he said.

Specialty Aero owner, pilot and airplane builder Tony Horvath displays a plaque 

commemorating his Curtis Pitts Memorial Trophy award.
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We strive to off er 

you, our customers 

quality products, 

as well as our 

friendly, courteous, 

and helpful service 

from our staff  

members.

We have the lumberyou need for yournext project

Family owned and operated for over 50 years.

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS
Open Tues-Sat 9am-5pm

79149 N. River Road

541-942-4664

���������	

– MEDICAL CLINIC, P.C. –

170 Melton Rd., Creswell, OR 97426

(541) 658-5301

Open M-F 8:30-7 * 

Saturday 8:30-4

Closed Sundays
*Hours subject to change due 

to COVID 19

FAMILY PRACTICE • IMMUNIZATIONS

PHYSICALS • SPECIALIZED CARE

AESTHETICS • NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

www.camasmedical.com

1205 N. PACIFIC HWY #3, Cottage Grove, OR
541-942-7799 • mccoyspharmacy@mccoyspharmacy.com

√ Immunizations
√ Medication Synchronization
√ Rx Compounding
√ Prescription & 
   OTC Medication Counseling
√ Convenient Drive-Th ru

MCCOY’S 

PHARMACY 

IS BACK!
Free Delivery Within 
Cottage Grove City Limits

David Debysingh, R.Ph. Mike Hankins, R.Ph.

Open M-F 9AM-6PM
Saturday 9AM-1PM

Commercial and Residential 

SITE DEVELOPMENT

CCB# 225171

• Excavation, Clearing, Grading

• Rock Hauling

• Residential Building Pads and Driveways

• Trenching

• Commercial Site Work

• Demolition

 - Over 25 Years of Construction Experience -

For Inquiries or a Free Estimate

Visit Us Online at www.nwcbuilders.com

Give Eric a Call 

(541) 802-9245

1324 E. Main St. | Cottage Grove

541-942-0500 |rogersandsonfl oorcovering.com

Let us help you select the right wood fl ooring for any room!
Stop by our showroom for a free design consultation and estimate.

An Unparalleled Selection of

Quality Wood Flooring

Rogers and Son Floor Covering

Natural Hardwood | Engineered Hardwood
Pine Flooring | Sustainable Bamboo
Distressed Hardwood | Vinyl | Tile

Call Today

541.942.3325
cgsentinel.com

“Your 1 stop place to buy & sell real estate in the region”

Real Estate Insurance Package!

Normal price is $45 for 4 issues, insurance is only $5.

Cottage Grove Sentinel Introduces...

GUARANTEED
HOME SALES

* Nov’18-Jan.’19 **Must be paid at time of placement

Weekly feature for an additional $20/per week
limit one listing

Sentinel
Cottage Grove

Schedule your screening today.  
Call 541.225.4997 or visit 

NovaCovidTest.com

Handguns
Long Rifles

Concealed carry classes 

Call for Schedules

BATTERY POWER

MADE BY STIHL

www.jamesheating.com 
115 Lawrence St., Eugene, OR 97401

CCB# 47396 • 542-461-2101

We’ll make sure your 
system is

running eff ectively and 
effi  ciently.

Call for details and an 
appointment today,

and beat the spring rush!

Complete Heating 
& Cooling System Service

Reasonable Rates 
All Work Guaranteed

 SALES, SERVICE & REPAIRS

Complete 
tech, 
networking, 
security and 
IT solutions 
for your 
home or 
business.

711 E. Main Street | Cottage Grove

541-649-1073 |www.pcgargageoregon.com

VISIT US ONLINE:

www.CGSentnel.com

DAMIEN SHERWOOD/COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL

Award                   from A1


