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Contractors sought to support COVID-19 testing at long-term care facilities

The Oregon Department
of Human Services (DHS)
and Oregon Health Author-
ity (OHA) are putting the
call out for organizations
interested in helping the
state implement its state-
wide plan to test all staff
and residents of long-term
care facilities.

The request for applica-
tions (RFA) that OHA is-
sued Monday is authorized
as part of Gov. Kate Brown’s
March 8 emergency decla-
ration under a statute, ORS
279B.080, that allows for
emergency procurement of
services.

The RFA, which clos-
es July 31, 2021, seeks
applicants that can per-
form specimen collection
and diagnostic testing for

COVID-19 infection in Or-
egon as part of the states
effort to test all long-term
care facility staff and offer
testing to all residents by
Sept. 30.

Although the closing date
for the RFA is July 31, 2021,
OHA plans to enter into
contracts with approved ap-
plicants as soon as possible
and on an ongoing basis to
meet multiple testing ser-
vice needs of Oregonians
throughout the duration of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Bringing on additional
test-service contractors will
allow for faster implemen-
tation of the plan, which
launched in late June.

The RFA, including appli-
cation requirements and at-
tachments, can be accessed

and downloaded from
ORPIN website, http://or-
pin.oregon.gov/open.dll/
welcome, and specifically
from ORPIN Opportunity
#OHA-5050-20.

The plan is being imple-
mented in two phases. In
the first phase, every facility
will test all staff and offer
testing to all residents. This
phase, which began in late
June and concludes by Sept.
30, covers more than 680
large long-term care facili-
ties statewide, which com-
bined provide care for an
estimated 31,000 residents
and employ 29,000 staff.

Facilities may begin test-
ing whenever they are ready
to do so. In addition, any
resident or staff member
who can be documented as

having been tested on, or af-
ter June 1, 2020, will count
toward the goal of having
all staff and residents tested
at least once by Sept. 30.

Once a facility completes
an initial round of compre-
hensive testing, they will
need to develop and im-
plement a plan for ongoing
monitoring and testing,
including testing all staff at
least once per month.

Facilities' plans for this
ongoing staff testing, which
is the second phase of the
plan, will be approved by
the DHS Office of Aging
and People with Disabili-
ties, with implementation
required to begin within 30
days of completing the first
round of testing.

According to the REFP,

contractors must supply
“sufficient, qualified pro-
fessionals and services to
operate COVID-19 spec-
imen collection and other
optional related services,
including but not limited to
laboratory testing, counsel-
ing, billing and reporting,
as well as related services at
residential care and possi-
bly other facilities through-
out Oregon.”

Contractors must also
present plans and opera-
tional procedures for spec-
imen collection sites, and
plan for providing medical
consultation before spec-
imen collection and after
receiving results.

They also must maintain
patient confidentiality, ob-
tain appropriate consent

for testing, ensure staff, pa-
tients and contractors are
protected from COVID-19,
and provide required per-
sonal protective equipment
(PPE).

In addition, contractors
will gather patient demo-
graphic data such as race,
ethnicity, language and dis-
ability.

Finally, according to the
RFA, the state “is looking
for the fastest turnaround
time of (test) results to sup-
port contact tracing,” with a
maximum acceptable turn-
around time of seven days.

However, the state is aim-
ing for a turnaround time of
between 24 and 48 hours.
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instruction to build the
literacy and math skills
critical for lifelong learn-
ing. Schools in remote
and rural communities
are less likely to contrib-
ute to the community
spread of COVID-19

cases that cannot be
traced and contained””

While student safety
needs to be taken into
consideration, Curtis
said that returning to
in-person  instruction
will have a notable im-
pact on the quality of ed-
ucation as well.

“We all want to get kids

back in school as soon as
possible,” she said. “We
know we can do our best
teaching and learning
when students are in the
school with us”

Curtis said she feels
that a community ef-
fort can see this happen
by bringing COVID-19
cases down.

“So, to me its very
simple: make sure we
abide by social distanc-
ing, washing our hands
often and wearing our
face  coverings and
masks,” she said. “And
it's dependent on wheth-
er everybody is taking
responsibility for doing
that together.”

Starting today (July
30), the district will be-
gin outreach efforts to
collect information and
community feedback on
steps moving forward.

“We want to know
what we can do to help
support parents, families
and guardians in ensur-
ing their students get

the education they need
- and what we can do to
ensure care and connec-
tion,” said Curtis.

More information on
the school district’s plans
can be found online at
www.slane k12.or.us.

Prepare for unexpected

power outages with a

Generac home standby

generator

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME

ASSESSMENT TODAY!
877-557-1912

F RE A $695 Value!

Offer valid March 16, 2020 - Sept 6, 2020

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

Community

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY

Memory Care
1425 Daugherty
541.942.0054

7Year Extended Warranty*

*Terms & Conditions Apply

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually
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Call Inogen Today To
Request Your FREE Info Kit

1-855-839-0752

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE - It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel.

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide
unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It's small, lightweight,
clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night,
and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines.

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Inoge

©2020 Inogen, Inc.
Allights reserved.

MKT-P0108

Community Unity

Magnolia G;lrdens Assisted Living and

Middlefield Oaks Assisted Living & Memory

Care
1500 Village Drive
541-767-0080
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Brads Cottage Grove Chevrolet
2775 Row River Rd
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South Lane Fire & Rescue

233 Harison Avenue
5419424493
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The Cottage Events Venue
2915 Row River Rd, Cottage Grove, OR

97424
5419426888

Opal Center for Arts & Education

513 E. Main St.

ERGENCY SERVICES
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Rotary Club of Cottage Grove Oregon
401 East Main St.

Cottage Grove, Oregon 97424

541-554-6946
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Thornton Orthodontics

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-623-0513
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SHOPPE, BUY & PLAY, STAY
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Cottage Grove Genealogical Society
PO Box 388
Cottage Grove, OR 97424
5419429570

195 Melton Rd. Creswell, OR 97426
541-686-1732
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Automotive Specialties
424 So. Pacific Hwy 99
5419428022

Huddle Automotive Repair

80408 Delight Valley School Rd, Cottage
Grove, OR 97424

5419422521
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Quality Cleaning, Inc
PO Box 665

Creswell, OR 97426
5419420420
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Cottage Grove Area Chamber of Commerce

700 E. Gibbs
5419422411
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COMPUTER REPAIR
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Cottage Grove,. OR 97424
541-6491073
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American Market
911 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, Oregon
541-649-1188
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GARDEN EQUIPMENT
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Cascade Garden Equipment, LLC Ervin Family Pump Service, LLC

1035 Conger St. 571 S 8th St.

Eugene, OR 97402 Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-344-6992 541-649-8100
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Emerald Valley Armory Territorial Seed Company Store

147 E. Oregon Avenue
Creswell, Oregon
541-895-2666
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119 S. 6th St
5419420505
Farmers Insurance
330 Hwy 99, STE C The UPS Store

5419420165

State Farm Insurance - Matt Bjornn 541-767-0888

1481 Gat Blvd 1
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The Jewelry Girl, LLC
2001 Franklin Blvd, Eugene, Oregon 97403
541-5569598
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PeaceHealth Cottage Grove Community
Medical Center
1515 Village Drive
541767-5500
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20 Palmer Ave
5419420510

The Flower Basket & Gift Boutique

1498 E Main St Ste 103
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

5419420456
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Pacific Clear Vision
257 N. 8th St
541.942.5000




