
The Oregon Health Au-
thority (OHA) released a 
statewide update to its face 
covering guidance in con-
junction with Gov. Kate 
Brown’s July 1 statewide 
mandate for the wearing of 
face coverings while in pub-
lic spaces.

The guidance applies to 
all businesses and the gen-
eral public.

Businesses

• Require employees, 
contractors and volunteers 
to wear a mask, face shield, 
or face covering, unless an 
accommodation or exemp-
tion is required by law or 
the following exemption 
applies:

• Employees, contractors 
and volunteers: Masks, face 
shields or face coverings are 
not required when eating/

drinking or when at or in a 
location where the employ-
ee, contractor or volunteer 
is not interacting with the 
public and six or more feet 
of distance can be main-
tained from other people.

• Provide masks, face 
shields or face coverings for 
employees.

• Provide accommoda-
tions and exemptions from 
the mask, face shield or face 
covering requirement for 
employees, contractors and 
volunteers if such accom-
modations or exemptions 
are required by:

• If customers or visitors 
will be required to wear a 
mask, face shield or face 
covering:

—Post clear signs about 
any such requirements.

—Provide accommoda-

tions and exceptions for:
—People with disabilities 

and medical conditions
—Children under 12 

years of age (except public 
transit, see below)

Additionally, a business 
should, but is not required 
to:

• Provide, at no cost, at 
least disposable face cover-
ings for customers or vis-
itors who do not have one.

• Post signs about any 
mask, face shield or face 
coverings requirement in 
languages that are com-
monly spoken by customers 
and visitors.

The Public

When riding public tran-
sit, an individual must wear 
a mask, face shield or face 

covering unless the individ-
ual:

• Is under two years of 
age.

• Has a medical condi-
tion that makes it hard to 
breathe when wearing a 
mask, face shield or face 
covering.

• Has a disability that pre-
vents the individual from 
wearing a mask, face shield, 
or face covering.

It is strongly recom-
mended that individuals, 
including children between 
ages 2 and 12, wear a mask, 
face shield or face covering 
at all times in all indoor 
public places, particularly 
in places where it is likely 
that physical distancing of 
at least six feet from other 

individuals outside their 
household unit cannot be 
maintained at all times and 
vulnerable people must go.

Because children be-
tween the ages of two and 
12 years of age can have 
challenges wearing a mask, 
face shield or face covering 
properly (e.g., excessively 
touching the face covering, 
not changing the face cov-
ering if visibly soiled, risk 
of strangulation or suffo-
cation, etc.) it is urged that 
if masks, face shields or 
face coverings are worn by 
this age group, that they be 
worn with the assistance 
and close supervision of an 
adult.

Masks, face shields or 
face coverings should never 

be worn by children when 
sleeping.

The use of mask, face 
shield, or face covering may 
be optional if six feet or 
more of distance is main-
tained from others. Oth-
erwise, it is recommended 
to wear mask, face shield 
or face covering in pub-
lic settings where physical 
distancing cannot be main-
tained.

There may be mask, face 
shield and face covering re-
quirements and recommen-
dations that apply to other 
businesses not listed in this 
guidance.

Free guidelines can be 
obtained by contacting 
Mavel Morales at 844-882-
7889.

6A |  JULY 9, 2020   |  COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL

New grant aims to expand internet access to underserved families

Oregon Health Authority presents business, public face covering guidelines

Utilizing $27,000 in 
grant funds from the 
Oregon Community 
Foundation (OCF) and 
private donations from 
Silicon Shire companies, 
a new public-private col-
laboration has formed 
to bring internet access 
to more than a hundred 
underserved families 
in Springfield, Cottage 
Grove and Eugene. 

The funds will be used 
to underwrite the cost 
of equipment needed to 
connect homes to the in-
ternet. 

“There is a need to 
support local families, 
to get them connected 
to the internet so they 
can access online learn-

ing and other commu-
nity resources,” said Hei-
di Larwick, director of 
Connected Lane Coun-
ty. “Everything is online 
now, including educa-
tion, and that will con-
tinue to be the case for 
the foreseeable future. 

“These underserved 
families and students 
need to have access to 
the same opportunities 
as their more well-con-
nected peers.”

Douglas Fast Net 
(DFN) and XS Media are 
two of the Internet Ser-
vice Providers collabo-
rating in the initiative.  

“One of DFN’s re-
sponses to the COVID 
crisis was to launch our 

‘DFNCares’ program. 
With the uncertainty of 
what schooling will look 
like in the fall, the timing 
of this grant couldn’t be 
better and will allow us 
to continue to offer the 
DFNCares program,” 
said Todd Way, CEO at 
DFN. 

“In the first days school 
districts transitioned to 
distance education we 
listened to the commu-
nity and opened a dis-
cussion with all of our 
employees. The feelings 
were unanimous.

“The need is significant 
and we felt an obligation 
to help. The program so 
far has benefited many 
families and we look for-

ward to being able to do 
even more with the sup-
port of this grant,” said 
Stephen Parac, COO at 
XS Media. 

This spring, Connect-
ed Lane County began 
working in earnest with 
Onward Eugene, school 
districts, local internet 
service providers includ-
ing Emerald Broadband, 
DFN, PEAK, WIN, and 
XS Media, as well as with 
companies in the Silicon 
Shire to connect families 
who were without inter-
net access. 

Creative solutions have 
been deployed by park-
ing “hot spot” enabled 
buses in neighborhoods 
and leveraging convert-

ed cell phones as internet 
access points. 

This grant marks a 
timely new investment 
in bridging the digital 
divide. 

“Onward’s vision is a 
thriving regional econo-
my that leads to inclusive 
prosperity. We’ll never 
really achieve that, un-
less everyone has access 
to the internet,” said Matt 
Sayre, Managing Direc-
tor of Onward. 

In Lane County there 
were 3,900 students (out 
of 47,000) that were ini-
tially without access in 
March; more than half 
of those students lack ac-
cess because of financial 
barriers, while others 

lived in rural areas where 
the internet was not ac-
cessible via any means. 

With social distancing 
measures in place, ser-
vices and resources like 
education, telemedicine, 
unemployment claims 
and more are increasing-
ly only available online.

Families without inter-
net access are at a clear 
disadvantage to succeed 
in these times.  

Internet installation 
work is ongoing, with the 
goal of readying families 
when distance-based 
learning is implemented 
again this coming fall.
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LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!

7919 N. River Road

541-942-4664

541-942-4415 • 2775 Row River Road • bradschevy.com

Our People Really Make The Difference!

Any service with coupon
Schedule your appointment Today!

Not Valid on any service Exceeding $100 • Expires 07/31/20
Not valid with any other offer.

15% OFF

  
 

HORNERS INC.
FOREST & GARDEN EQUIPMENT

 79132 Hwy. 99 North
 Cottage Grove   942-5781

 

OLD MILL FARM STORE
-Est 1870-

Open: Mon-Fri 10-5

Saturday 10-4

327 South River Road

Cottage Grove, Oregon 97424

(541)942-3024

We can beat any price in Eugene!

 Give us a call, we’ll chat.

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER

140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured floor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY

LIFETIME WARRANTY!
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING

labor backed by American Standard.

44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

Lifetime Warranty!

Finance Options Available

877-379-2781
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/cgs

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500
Walk-In Tubs

“BUILDING A HEALTHY COMMUNITY” 

 YOUR LOCAL PROVIDER OF 

HOME MEDICAL EQUIPMENT!

G R O V E  M E D I C A L 

E Q U I P M E N T

148 Gateway Blvd (Bi Mart Plaza)

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

14141

CCo

541-225-5443
grovemedical@outlook.com

Join us on Facebook
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Sales & Rentals, Insurance Billing, CPAP/BIPAP, 

Home Oxygen, Mobility, Walk Aids, Bath Aides, 

Power Chairs, Power Scooters, 

Aids to Daily Living.  

Friendly & Knowledgeable Staff

THE FULL SERVICE
REPLACEMENT WINDOW DIVISION OF
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%

OFF

BOGO

Call for details

844-739-5874
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1324 E. Main St. | Cottage Grove

541-942-0500 |rogersandsonfl oorcovering.com

Let us help you select the right wood fl ooring for any room!
Stop by our showroom for a free design consultation and estimate.

An Unparalleled Selection of

Quality Wood Flooring

Rogers and Son Floor Covering

Natural Hardwood | Engineered Hardwood
Pine Flooring | Sustainable Bamboo
Distressed Hardwood | Vinyl | Tile

Schedule your screening today.  
Call 541.225.4997 or visit 

NovaCovidTest.com


