
employees.
In Tocco’s case, the 

limited seating at Bust-
er’s would not make up 
for the cost of bringing 
staff back.

“It would be just ten 
seats and then I’d have 
to hire someone to come 
in and the money would 
just be a wash,” he said.

Tocco detailed his thin 
margins by recalling 
the roughly $58,000 he 
made in sales last year in 
May. So far this month, 
Buster’s is on track to 
make about $14,000 and 
Tocco said even the lay-
offs of seven employees 
have not come close to 
offsetting the losses.

When asked if the cur-
rent climate was cause 
for existential concern, 
Tocco didn’t hesitate to 
answer.

“Oh, for sure,” he said. 
“Every day is the ques-
tion: ‘Are we going to 
open today or not?’ Be-
cause we don’t have a 
clue.”

On the other end of 
downtown Main Street, 
Stacy’s Covered Bridge 

Restaurant laid off about 
12 workers during the 
lockdown and still runs 
the operation with just 
three people.

“I think we lost about 
70 percent of our busi-
ness during that period 
of time,” said Solomon, 
who worries that the 
cancellation of Bohemia 
Mining Days festival this 
year will further impact 
those losses.

Still, Solomon feels his 
business has achieved 
some stability, in large 
part due to community 
turnout.

“Cottage Grove, for 
us, really stepped up,” he 
said. “I thought I was just 
going to shut down and 
ride it out until it all blew 
over, but after the first 
two days, it surprisingly 
went well considering 
we weren’t really known 
as a to-go restaurant.”

As business owners 
adapt their reopening 
strategies, they are rely-
ing not just on commu-
nity member turnout, 
but on the resurgence of 
tourist traffic as well – 
the latter of which may 
not come.

Owners like Tocco are 

concerned that if the 
customer slump contin-
ues through the sum-
mer, the loss of the big-
gest revenue-generating 
season of the year will 
put businesses in a tight 
spot come winter.

Already, the Me-
morial Day weekend, 
which Tocco said nor-
mally generates around 
$11,000 for Buster’s, had 
a notable drop in sales as 
the café came up just shy 
of $2,500.

“So, every event that 
gets canceled like that, 
it’s like getting sicker,” he 
said. “And then you can’t 
get out of it. There’s no 
increase.”

Tocco has plans to 
adapt, however.

Though conversations 
about a “new normal” 
tend to lack definition 
amid a period of uncer-
tainty, Tocco has con-
sidered making online 
ordering and take-out 
a permanent part of his 
service model.

“My plan is to change 
and develop a model that 
is for the new world,” he 
said. “I’m going to do 
whatever I can to work 
on the take-out and then 

when we can have full 
dine-in again, then I’ll 
work on both.”

For his part, Solomon 
is looking forward to 
rehiring staff and begin-
ning catering services 
again at his restaurant, 
but for now is looking to 
continue working with 

the tools he’s been af-
forded through the end 
of the summer.

“It’s just nice to be 
open and see people 
again,” he said. “That’s 
the best part of it.”

In the meantime, 
Neigh is hopeful the 
community will remain 

understanding about the 
restrictions businesses 
have instituted.

“When consumers are 
out there and they are 
asked to meet certain 
requirements in order 
to patronize a business, 
I ask that people just be 
patient,” she said.
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Cottage Grove 541-942-3325

116 N. 6th Street

Cottage Grove, OR

COTTAGE GROVE:

6th & Gibbs Church of Christ 

195 N. 6th St. • 541-942-3822
10:00am
Christian Education: Pre-K through 5th
Tim Baker, Senior Minister
www.6thandgibbs.com

Calvary Baptist Church

77873 S 6th St • 541-942-4290
Pastor: Riley Hendricks
Sunday School: 9:45am
Worship: 11:00am
The Journey: Sunday 5:00pm
Praying Thru Life: Wednesday 6:00pm

Church of Christ 

420 Monroe St • 541-942-8565
Sunday Service:  10:30am

Cottage Grove Bible Church

1200 East Quincy Avenue
541-942-4771
Pastor:Bob Singer
Worship 11am
Sunday School:9:45am
AWANA age 3-8th Grade,
Wednesdays Sept-May, 6:30pm
www.cgbible.org

Cottage Grove Faith Center

33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851
Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv
Full Childrenʼs Ministry available
Services: 9:00am & 10:45am

Delight Valley

Church of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East
541-942-7711 • Pastor: Bob Friend
Two Services:
9am -  Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the
 Auditorium

First Baptist Church

301 S. 6th st • 541-942-8242
Pastor: David Chhangte
Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:30am 
Youth Wednesday 6:30pm
cgfi rstbaptist.com

First Presbyterian Church

3rd and Adams St
541-942-4479
Rev.: Karen Hill
Worship: 10:00am
Sunday School: 10:00am
fpcgrove.com

Hope Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church
100 S. Gateway Blvd. 
541-942-2061
Pastor: Dave Bragg
Worship: 11:00am Sunday
Bible Study: 7:00pm Wednesday
www.hopefellowshipupc.com
“FINDING HOPE IN YOUR LIFE”

Hope In The Grove

Baptist Church

77820 Mosby Creek Rd
Pastor: Wayne Husk
Worship:  Sunday 9:30am
Sunday School:  11 am
Wednesday Bible Study:  6:30pm
541.649.1043

Living Faith Assembly

467 S. 10th St. • 541-942-2612
Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a
Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all 
ages welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

Non-Denominational

Church of Christ

1041 Pennoyer Ave 
541-942-8928
Preacher:  Tony Martin
Sunday Bible Study:10:00am
Sunday Worship:10:50am & 5:30pm
www.pennoyeravecoc.com

Old Time Gospel Fellowship

103 S. 5th St. • 541-942-4999
Pastor: Jim Edwards
Sunday Service: 10:00am
Join in Traditional Christian Worship

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
and St. Philip Benizi
Catholic Churches
1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420
Father John J. Boyle
Holy Mass: 
Saturday Vigil – 5:30 PM
Sunday – 10:30 PM

For weekday and Holy Day of 
Obligation schedule see website 
OLPHCG.net
Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM 
Saturdays or by appointment
St. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane
Sunday 8:30 AM

St. Andrews Episcopal Church

1301 W. Main • 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb
“Church with the fl ags.”
Worship: Sunday 10:30am
All Welcome

Seventh-day Adventist Church

820 South 10th Street
541-942-5213
Pastor:  Kevin Miller
Bible Study:  Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service:  Saturday, 10:40 
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00 

Trinity Lutheran Church

6th & Quincy • 541-942-2373
Pastor: James L. Markus
Sunday School & Adult Education 
9:15am
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Tue & Thur 
5:00pm TLC Groups
tlccg.com

United Methodist Church

334  Washington  541-942-3033
New Pastor Craig Pesti- Strobel
Worship 10:30am
umcgrove.org

“VICTORY” Country Church

913 S. 6th Street • 541-942-5913
Pastor:  Barbara Dockery
Worship Service:  10:00am
Message:  “WE BELIEVE IN 
MIRACLES”

CRESWELL:

Creswell Presbyterian 
Church
75 S 4th S • 541-895-3419
Rev. Seth Wheeler
Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am
website www.creswellpres.org

Our Worship Directory is a weekly feature.  

If your congregation would like to be a part of this directory,  

contact us today!
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Impact                   from A7

City seeks public input on North Regional Park improvements
Cottage Grove recently 

began the process of slow-
ly, safely opening back up 
its parks. While none of the 
city parks’ shared-use facil-
ities are open yet, the green 
spaces are. Among the new 

openings is North Region-
al Park, including the Disc 
Golf Course.

The city, asking what 
residents feel would make 
North Regional Park bet-
ter, recently began a proj-

ect to answer that question. 
The park will undergo the 
same type of update pro-
cess which resulted in the 
improvement of Row Riv-
er Park (formerly East Re-
gional Park).

The first stage of the 
project involves a commu-
nity survey designed by 
community members to 
provide input, regardless 
of whether they have been 
to North Regional Park or 

not.
Additionally, there will 

be a chance to win a $50 
gift card to Bi-Mart for 
those who complete the 
survey. 

Participants in the sur-

vey need to make sure they 
enter their email address at 
the end of the survey.

To take the survey, visit 
https://www.surveymon-
key.com/r/NRP_Survey. 


