
Froyd would go on to 
demonstrate an unwav-
ering zeal for life.

From an early age, 
Froyd became fascinated 
with airplanes and art. 
Immediately following 
high school, she wasted 
no time setting herself 
on track to become a 
pilot by applying to the 
aviation program at Ste-
phens College in Colum-
bia, MO.

By age 20, she had 
graduated, winning the 
Aeronca award for top 
pilot in her class.

Froyd went on to join 
the Ninety-Nines, an or-
ganization of profession-
al female pilots which 
was in part founded by 
famed pilot Amelia Ear-
hart in 1929. Though 
the group had grown in 
membership by the time 
Froyd joined in 1946, 
the organization takes 
its name from the 99 
women who initially an-
swered Earhart’s call to 
organize.

By 1952, Froyd had 
earned many additional 
flight ratings, including 
for aerobatics, multi-en-
gine planes, instruments 
and seaplanes. Most no-
tably, she also won the 
All-Woman Transcon-
tinental Air Race (also 
known as the Powder 
Puff Derby) as a 26-year-
old rookie and went on 
to participate in the race 
for several years, always 
finishing highly. Her dis-
tinguished career earned 
her flight instructor po-
sitions for several col-
leges for years to come.

During this time, 

Froyd also managed to 
get a master’s degree 
in art to accompany 
her master’s in aviation 
while raising three chil-
dren. When her young-
est child went off to col-
lege in 1977, only then 
did she leave her final 
flight instructor position 
at the Bates Aeronau-
tics Program at Harvey 
Mudd College.

For Froyd, every end 
seemed to be a new be-
ginning and she took 
this new opportunity 
to move to the humble 
town of Cottage Grove 
where a bold project 
would help define the 
next chapter of her life. 
Froyd immediately 
joined a small group of 
pioneers in the Cerro 
Gordo project, a cooper-
ative effort seeking to es-
tablish a utopian ecovil-
lage on a 1,200-acre plot 
of land north of Dorena 
Lake.

Though she’d nev-
er built a house before, 
Froyd adapted to the 
situation and, with the 
help of others, built a log 
house duplex with her 
own hands, even fur-
nishing the house with 
some pieces she’d taught 
herself to craft.

Froyd moved onto 
the land in 1978, but it 
would be years before 
electricity and running 
water were put in place.

“My first summer 
with her here was 1979, 
when the roof and walls 
were complete but we 
still hauled water from 
town in five-gallon jugs, 
cooked on camp stoves, 
and read by propane 
lamps or flashlights at 
night,” recalled son Eric 

Alan.
Despite the Cerro 

Gordo project never at-
taining its lofty goals, 
Froyd loved living in 
nature and years later 
participated in the Cerro 
Gordo’s shift to a focus 

on land conservation, a 
project which succeeded 
in preserving 1,000 acres 
of land on the north 
shore of Dorena Lake via 
two conservation ease-
ments.

Froyd expressed her 

love for nature, too, in 
twenty years of volun-
teer work on Mt. Pisgah 
where she was a member 
of the Monday Morn-
ing Regulars doing trail 
and land maintenance. 
She also was a central 
member of the outdoors 
group the Obsidians, 
leading roughly 70 hik-
ing and biking trips.

Her love for art was 
also a constant through-
out, and Froyd found a 
way to express it in the 
Cottage Grove commu-
nity. Building her own 
art studio in her Cer-
ro Gordo house, Froyd 
became well-known as 
a masterful watercolor 
painter and was an ac-
complished member of 
the Watercolor Society 
of Oregon, displaying 
her works in many gal-
leries, shows and other 
venues. She was active 
in many other mediums 
as well, including acryl-
ics, leatherwork, stained 
glass, colored pencil and 
woodwork.

“Everything was an art 
form to her, from avia-
tion to house building 

and mothering,” said 
Alan. “She was prolific, 
producing hundreds of 
paintings, and her art 
always seemed to end up 
in the homes and offices 
of nearly everyone she 
came to know.”

On top of her frequent 
displays, Froyd’s art 
found more permanent 
space in several spots 
around town.

“There are more plac-
es in Cottage Grove than 
I know where it resides, 
but at the moment I 
know her work can be 
found in the William J. 
Welt, Inc. fuel company 
offices, The Bookmine, 
on at least two of the col-
laborative murals down-
town (one by the Ru-
ral Organizing Project, 
and the other near the 
This’N’That thrift store), 
and in the Cottage Grove 
Community Center.”

On the latter, Froyd 
was one of three people 
who made the three-di-
mensional town model 
sitting in the Communi-
ty Center’s lobby.
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1-888-414-3161
WE’RE AVAILABLE 24/7—CALL TODAY!

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to fi re and emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Monitored by ADT® the #1
home security company in the U.S. 

Save Now On
Home Security

PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER

140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured floor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY

LIFETIME WARRANTY!
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING

labor backed by American Standard.

44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

Lifetime Warranty!

Finance Options Available

877-379-2781
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/cgs

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500
Walk-In Tubs

A guide to local businesses committed to 

helping our community thrive

Delaying going to the Dentist?
Sedation Dentistry is a Dream come True... find out if its for You!

 

1325 Birch Avenue, Cottage Grove 
 

541.942.2471
Park W. McClung, DDS & Tammy L. McClung, DDS 

• Comprehensive General Dentistry

• Advanced Cosmetic Techniques 
• Implants

BIRCH AVENUE DENTALBIRCH AVENUE DENTAL

South Lane Mental Health
Serving Cottage Grove Since 1988

• Outpatient Counseling for Children, Adults & Couples

• Psychiatric Medication Management

• Crisis Assistance

541-942-2850 • 541-942-3939 • www.slmh.org

Dr. Shane Parsons

605 Jefferson Ave.
Cottage Grove

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
Emergency appts. available daily

New patients welcome 
2 Hygienists available • Same friendly and caring staff

Please call for an appointment at 541-942-9171

Health, Happiness 

& Wellness

Counseling & Mental Health

Dental Health 

Women’s Care
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Teachers Make Our 
World a Better Place

Thanks to
the dedicated 
educators
who help our 
community’s 
kids learn, 
thrive, succeed 
and create a 
better future!

My Boy’s Pizza

Kevin Pillow PC CPA

South Lane County Fire and Rescue

Lane Electric

Kalapuya Books

Cottage Grove McDonald’s Restaurant

Adventure! Children’s Museum

Grace Olson

Fort Rock Construction

Swearengin Family Enterprises

Brad’s Cottage Grove Chevrolet

Cottage Grove Sentinel

Froyd                   from A6

See PILOT 11A
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Shirley B. Froyd in her home art studio in Cerro 

Gordo in 2018 at age 92.


