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of Oregon would be re-
quired to pass through
the city council first.

“Those are the boiler
plate things that are put
in,” Meyers said. “We re-
ally don’t have any need
for that associated with
this”

Among the issues
which  prompted the
emergency  declaration
was a 30-day notice re-
quirement for city lay-
offs, which Meyers said
was too long a period and
forced the city to retain
employees until May 2.

Another issue brought
to the council’s attention
was an ordinance on the
city’s books, which dates
back to 1977 requiring all
new utilities to be under-
ground.

“We have one utility
company that typically
has problems with that
undergrounding  ordi-
nance,” said Meyers, cit-
ing a case where a health
care worker had been
denied service and thus
lacked the ability to tele-
work because of the city’s
requirements.

“We could put that [ser-
vice] temporarily in place
and include with that a
provision that says, At
the end of the emergency
declaration, that’s got to
come down or go under-
ground,” said Meyers.

As a third issue related
to the declaration, Mey-
ers also referred to a Lane
Regional Air Protection
Agency (LRAPA) ban on
burning which was re-
scinded last week.

State agencies have
asked Oregonians to
voluntarily refrain from
outdoor burning while

communities respond to
COVID-19 and, follow-
ing suit, the City of Cot-
tage Grove has scheduled
a limb pick-up for May
4-8 and May 18-22 to en-
courage a delay on burn-
ing until the pick-up has
finished, giving residents
until June 15 to burn re-
maining tree clippings.

“We do ask people to be
a little more conscious of
what’s going on because
your neighbors could be
having some respiratory
issues,” said Meyers, “and
this could be something
that would be of impor-
tance that could create
problems or make getting
well longer”

While outdoor burning
is currently prohibited by
LRAPA only within the
cities of Eugene and Flor-
ence, the Cottage Grove
emergency  resolution
does not specifically call
for a burn ban, though
one could hypothetically
be instated.

Meyers said the city
could instead “strongly
urge” people not to burn
and provide education to
those creating too much
smoke.

Councilor Mike Fleck,
who holds a position on
the LRAPA board, ex-
pressed support for an
outdoor burning ban.

“Our board basically
had overridden our di-
rector, who put the ban
in place,” said Fleck, re-
ferring to last week’s re-
scinding of the ban. “My
hope was that we would
actually ban outdoor
burning in our city until
mid-May ... just so that
we would not have folks
with coronavirus or other
ailments during this time
impacted”

Councilor Greg Ervin

took issue with the lack
of specificity in the city
emergency resolution re-
garding backyard burn-
ing and potential bans.

“I'm not in favor of put-
ting more restrictions on
freedom of what you can
do in your backyard right
now; he said. “But if there
was a clause that clarified
that we would be able to
maintain function of our
backyards, then Id be in
support of that”

In response, Councilor
Jake Boone pointed to the
social impact of burning.

“In this case where
there is a direct health
impact to other people,
I would argue that your
right to burn stuff lasts
only insofar as you can
keep all that smoke and
those pollutants on your
property. And in a city,
you can’t,” he said. “We're
getting into a tragedy of
the commons situations
with the smoke.

“This coronavirus is a
pretty big deal as far as
respiration goes. I feel the
rights argument might be
a little misplaced on this
one”

Councilor Candace
Solesbee said that she was
“wavering” on the issue
in alignment with Ervins

point.

“I'm just wondering if
its possible to do some-
thing where, if the coro-
navirus starts to show in
Cottage Grove, that we
then enact something like
this,” she said.

With the exception of
Ervin, the council voted
overwhelmingly to pass
the resolution.

Following the vote,
Meyers said in regards to
the outdoor burning issue
that the city would make
a “very strong encourage-
ment” for citizens to use
the citys limb pick-up
option.

“Think of your neigh-
bors. Don’t burn unless
you really have to. But if
you do burn, really think
about what youre doing
to your neighbors” he
said.

Mayor Jeff Gowing stat-
ed that, though he is nor-
mally opposed to burning
bans, “given these con-
ditions and the state that
we're in, I would support
this because action has
got to be taken?”

The city’s emergency
declaration is expected
to remain in effect for the
duration of Lane County’s
state of emergency.

The Pioneer Quilters want to thank and

support Cottage Grove. We have donated

over 100 masks to individuals and business

We will continue to make masks and

support the well being of Cottage Grove.

www.pioneerquiltersquiltshow.blogspot.co
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HOW TO WIN:

BE SAFE:

ENTER TO WIN

SAFELY SUPPORT YOUR
COTTAGE GROVE RESTAURANTS

Share a selfie with a carry out or delivery order, or snap a
photo of your delicious food & let everyone know where it
came from. You have between 4/8-4/30 to participate.

Post on Cottage Grove Area Chamber of Commerce
Facebook page to be entered to win one of ten $25 gift
certificates to a local restaurant. The more times you carry
out, the more chances you have to win! Drawing of the
winners will be announced on Facebook Live on 5/1 at 2 PM

* Maintain a &' distance between you & staff members, only send

e Wash your hands frequently with warm soap & water >20 seconds
e Stay home if you are sick or have been near someone who is sick

https://www.facebook.com/CottageGroveChamber/

cottage grove
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YOUR PERFECT BUNDLE

BUNDLE NOW. SAVE ALL YEAR.

Now save *30/mo. for a whole year on a bundle
with DIRECTV and AT&T Internet.

W/24-mo. TV & 12-mo. Internet agmts & combined bill. Savings based on extra $10/mo. offfur1 ‘mos. compared
. toprevious price, plus $10/mo. discount on internet and $10/mo. bill credit for 12 mos. on TV when you bundle.

#519.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE, 20/MO. FOR TV FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON TV AGHT, EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD'L FEES APPLY.
rcend 5l 459/ + o

CALL your AT&T Dealer Today!
Iv Support Holdings LLC

1-541-649-5948

>
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S~ Preferred
&:/J Dealer

We'll make sure your
system is
running effectively and
efficiently.

Call for details and an
appointment today;,
and beat the spring rush!

Complete Heating
& Cooling System Service
Reasonable Rates
All Work Guaranteed

HEﬂING & ﬁli CONDITIONINﬁ
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
www.jamesheating.com

115 Lawrence St., Eugene, OR 97401
CCB# 47396 » 542-461-2101

6 Cubic FT. wheel barrow
steel handle no flat tire

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS

Open
Tuesday-Saturday
9am-5pm
‘ 79149 N. River Road
U-HAUL
s 541-942-4664

THANK YOU

to the bevy of workers keeping our society
functioning, despite the risks and fears.

We quite literally couldn’t keep going without you.
SPONSORED BY:

COTTAGE GROVE POLICE DEPARTMENT
400 E Main Street
541-942-9145

STARFIRE LUMBER COMPANY
2795 Mobsy Creek Rd.
541-942-0168

LANE ELECTRIC
787 Bailey Hill Rd., Eugene
541-484-1151

HOYER ACCOUNTING
516 E.Whiteaker Ave.
541-942-8241

KEVIN PILLOW CPA
1015 E Main Street
541 942-3396

MY BOY'’S PIZZA
96 N Mill Street, Creswell
541-895-4505

MCKENZIE VALLEY PUMP
www.mckenzievalleypump.com
541-896-0453

MATT BJORNN - STATE FARM INSURANCE
1481 Gateway Blvd.
541 942-2623

PINOCCHIO’S PIZZA
1795 E Main Street
541-942-5531

BOYCE & SONS LANDSCAPE & BUILDING MATERIALS
79149 N River Rd.,
(541) 942-4664

COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL
116 N.6th Street
541-942-3325




