2B | APRIL16,2020 |

COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL

Olson from Bl

pend all participation in extra-
curricular activities, sports chiefly
among them.

For the 2019 1A state discus
champion — as well as being a
member of the basketball and vol-
leyball teams and a number of oth-
er school activities — a complete
shift in the student experience
and the full cancellation of spring
sports was shaping up to equal one
giant disappointment.

“I had a feeling [full cancella-
tion] was going to happen eventu-
ally;” Olson said. “When we figured
out we weren't gonna be able to go
to the first couple meets, I thought
it might be over”

Sure enough, on Apr. 8 the
OSAA made the decision to cancel
all remaining spring activities and
state championships. Olson, who
would have had a chance to defend
her state title at this year’s end-of-
season meet, took it in stride.

“All things considered I wasn’t
distraught or anything” Olson
said. “I knew it was for the protec-
tion of people and it’s something
that was happening everywhere,
not just here ... I would've loved to
have a chance to go to state again
this year, but it just makes me even
more thankful that I got the oppor-
tunity to go last year”

And there’s that perspective.
Thousands of high school stu-
dent-athletes around Oregon have
lost their classrooms, time with
their teachers, time with their
classmates and friends and oppor-
tunities to participate in the things
they’re passionate about. But, at
least according to Olson, there
are unfortunately bigger things at
stake.

“I know that there’s a good rea-
son that theyre doing this,” Ol-
son said. “T've been taking it with
a grain of salt and I realize that it
could be a lot worse. I'm just glad
that there haven’t been too many
[COVID-19] cases in Oregon, so I
feel like if this is helping that then
I'm ok with it”

Working in Olsons favor in
dealing with the mental strain of
all this change is the fact that her
post-high school plan has been
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fixed in her mind since the seventh
grade. As it currently stands, it is
one thing that COVID-19 has yet
to drastically alter.

Before virus concerns even got
into their full swing, Olson already
had in-hand an acceptance letter
to the United States Coast Guard
Academy in New London, Conn.
where she plans to spend four
years, graduating as a commis-
sioned officer with a bachelor’s de-
gree in marine and environmental
sciences.

“I wanted to do something with
my life that had to do with service
and helping people in some way;’
Olson said. “I also wanted to be-
come a pilot and being a helicop-
ter pilot in the Coast Guard is a
great career and to be a helicopter
pilot you have to be an officer. So,
I looked at ways to become an of-
ficer and going to the Academy is
the best path to get there”

Olson also plans to participate in
track and field and try out for the
basketball team once she’s arrived
at the Academy.

Future plans and perspective
help, as Olson shows. In such a
mess of a situation, what is one
high school term when college
plans are set? What is the loss of
sporting events when peoples
health and safety need protecting?

Nonetheless, it's impossible to
replace that which isn’t physically
there, even with a change in per-
spective, and Olson is also quick to
point out what's now missing.

“I really like my [track and field]
coach, Mr. Maxwell. He’s a great
coach and I'm gonna miss working
with him,” Olson said. “I'm gonna
miss my teammates. I really enjoy
going to track meets. They’re super
fun to be able to visually see the
work you've put in paying off, so
I'll miss that”

Still, it’s a short jump back to
positivity with the senior discus
champ and she’s already noted one
glaring silver lining as she awaits
her move to the east coast for
school.

“I've been spending a lot more
time with my family which I've en-
joyed a lot. I wanted to spend more
time with them anyhow before I
went off to college so this is actual-
ly a great opportunity for that””
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Corps  from Bl

ment in assisting us to uphold
those regulations.”

Part of the reason for the
more austere measures was
the fact that, despite stay-at-
home and social distancing
warnings, many of these recre-
ation sites have remained busy,
particularly over the last week
with temperatures climbing
into the 70s.

“There are park rangers out
there and, I can’t compare to
how it was before or after, but
I will say that because of the
good weather there are people
out there,” Johnson said.

“Right now the rangers are
going around and providing
verbal warnings and we have
flyers that were posting on
parked vehicles to remind
people about the closures and
we have signs up everywhere
reminding people”

The new closures
designed, like so

are
many

COVID-19 directives, to pro-
tect public health and safety as
the virus continues to spread.
While the Corps made their
decision in order to safeguard
their visitors, allowing facili-
ties to remain open would also
put undue strain and potential
for harm on their own em-
ployees.

“Were also trying to keep
our employees safe and prac-
ticing social distancing as
much as possible,” Johnson
said. “Also, just realize that
wherever [people] go, make
sure that theyre not putting
pressure on the local law en-
forcement resources. Going
out to these areas that are
closed means that if someone
gets hurt or gets in a situation
where they need to be rescued
then that’s putting pressure on
our local resources and is one
of the reasons were encour-
aging people to stay home or
close to home.”

VIsiting Corps sites is no
longer an option, but despite

the seriousness of the situ-
ation, they nonetheless still
encourage people to find safe
recreation opportunities.

Cottage Grove Lake is off
the table and much of Dorena
is closed, but Baker Bay Park
and boat ramp at the latter
— managed by Lane County
Parks — remains open for day
use as does the BLM-managed
Row River Trail and its trail-
heads. Visitors should note,
however, that restrooms are
currently closed.

“We certainly understand
why people want to get out-
doors, especially with the
good weather,” Johnson said.
“It does benefit people men-
tally and physically, so people
should try to seek outdoor rec-
reation that’s close within their
local communities. There are
some city and county parks
that are still open and so we
would encourage people to
contact their local park agen-
cies to find out where they can
legally recreate”
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of participants are doing it close to home and
practicing social distancing. “We appreciate
that many Oregonians are taking the Stay
Home, Save Lives order seriously,

ODFW field staff monitoring participation
in the field have seen out of state license plates
and out of state angling and shellfish licenses
in use. Staff are also fielding numerous calls
from non-residents inquiring about plans
come to Oregon to hunt or fish.

“ODFW believes this action restricting
non-residents will help local communities
enforce the restrictions on out-of-state trav-
elers violating the order, and putting local
resources and residents at risk,” said Melcher.
“We appreciate everyone’s understanding at
this difficult time and look forward to seeing
you outdoors again in the future when this

ODFW anticipates there will be opportu-
nity for non-residents who have already pur-
chased a 2020 license to participate in hunt-
ing, fishing or shellfish opportunities later
in the year. ODFW will refund non-resident
spring bear and spring turkey tags and rein-
state preference points for spring bear hunt-

Preferred
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ers. Please contact Licensing atodfw.websa-
les@state.or.us, (503) 947-6101 to arrange for

a refund.

added

Non-residents interested in applying for a
fall controlled hunt may still apply online at
https://odfw.huntfishoregon.com/login
the deadline to apply remains May 15, 2020.

and

Oregon residents who do choose to hunt,

el.

fish, crab or clam are reminded to:

« Stay close to home rather than travelling
far. The Governor’s Executive Order says
hunting and fishing are OK, but to limit trav-

o Practice social distancing and stay six feet

doors.

BRING EVERYTHING
YOU LOVE TOGETHER!

2-YEAR TV PR|CE GUARANTEE

away from anyone who doesn't live in your
immediate household, including when out-

o Check access where you are headed as the
area may be closed. State Parks are closed,
counties have closed some parks and boat
ramps, beach access is closed in some areas
and national forests and BLM lands have
closed recreation sites.

« Stay home if you are sick.

o Carry needed supplies with you to min-
imize non-essential stops—including buying
your license/tag online instead of making
a trip to a license sale agent if possible and
bringing all needed food, water and sanitiza-
tion supplies with you.
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Introducing the INOGEN ONE - It's oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refill. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel.

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide
unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It's small, lightweight,
clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night,
and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines.

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And
Independence NOW!

Inogen

sy Y-
i

©2020 Inogen, Inc.

All rights reserved. MKT-P0108

DENTISTRY WITH FAMILY IN MIND

Dentistry
without
anesthesia

SOLEA

COME EXPERIENCE OUR NEW LASER
CaiL Us Topay!

541.942.7934

350 E. WASHINGTON AVENUE ® COTIAGE GROVE

WWW.CGSMILES.COM

BRENT BITNER, DDS

Birthdays

Your Party goes HERE!

Wedding showers  Memorials
Baby showers

ECottage

Events Venue

2915 Row River Rd.
cottageevents.com
541-942-6888 ]

Anniversaries

And so much more...

EMERALD VALLEY
ARMORY, LLC

Handguns
Long Rifles
Concealed carry classes

Call for Schedules
Tues. - Qat. 10-6 pm
147 W. Oregon Ave. Creswell, OR 97426
541-895-2666

ottage BGrove

entinel

www.cgsentinel.com

S
cgsentinel

@cgsentinel
#cgsentinel

‘ faéKéUI;OoNoli(}

Cottage-Grove-Sentinel

Install, Service, and Replace
Pumps and Water Filtration Systems

Test Water Quality And Water Flow Rate

ERVIN FAMILY PUMP SERVICE LLC

For service after hours, Call (503)991-9159

Bonded Licensed Insured
CCB# 225978
Brandon Ervin (Owner)

Tel: 541.649.8100
24 Hr. Service: 503.991.9159
Email: ervinfamilypumpservice@gmail.com

-Backer DDS
-Birch Avenue
Dental

-Coast Fork

-Dave's Place
-D&D Auto

-Cottage Grove

Factory

-Grocery Outlet

Garbage Service
-Jim's Point S Tire

-CG Physical Therapy
-Chvatal Orthodontics
-Cetera Financial

-Emerald Fitness Club

-NW Community
Credit Union
-Oregon West RV
-Patriot Mortgage
-South Lane Fire
And Rescue
-South Valley
Athletics

-Starfire Lumber

-State Farm
-Village Green
-Williams & Mathis
-Cascade Home
Center

-Lane Community
College




