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NEWSPAPERS
HAVE YOUR
BACK.

We are grateful for those who have our back in this
important time. The list is long, but we want to
thank our first responders and front-line workers.

Especially in critical times, newspapers have your back.
COVID-19is a national story that is impacting you at home and at work.
Your local newspaper is keeping you informed with current events in
your neighborhood and is bringing communities together in these
challenging times.

Fromthe actions yourlocal governmentis taking, to lists oflocal stores
that are delivering and tips on what to do while you're at home, your

local newspaper is committed to bringing you the news you need,
when you need it.

WE ARE IN THIS
TOGETHER

Support your local newspaper.
Subscribe in print or online.

America’s &
Newspapers

NEWSPAPERS.ORG

@ottage Brove

entinel

America’s Newspapers is a national association supporting journalism and healthy newspapers in our local
communities. Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us on Twitter @newspapersorg or on
Facebook @americasnewspapers.

Package from A9

has been highly localized,”
the senators wrote in their
letter. “Local journalism
has been providing com-
munities answers to critical
questions, including infor-
mation on where to get lo-
cally tested, hospital capac-
ity, road closures, essential
business hours of operation,
and shelter-in-place orders.
During this unprecedented
public health crisis, people
need to have access to their
trusted local news outlets
for this reliable and some-
times life-saving informa-
tion”

A third major area of con-
cern has surfaced for both
Wyden and Merkley, which
is the need for financial as-
sistance for Native Ameri-
can tribal entities across the
state to receive disburse-
ment of allocated funds
as soon as possible while
maintaining respect for the
sovereignty and indepen-
dence of the tribes.

The Oregon Senators
joined other members of the
house and senate in coau-
thoring a letter to President
Trump, urging the swift ini-
tiation of those elements of
the CARE package associat-
ed with Native Peoples.

“The U.S. government
has specific trust and treaty
responsibilities to Ameri-
can Indians and Alaska Na-
tives, responsibilities that
all federal agencies share
equally. Implementation of
the CARES Act will require
many federal agencies with-
in DOI, the Department of
Health and Human Ser-
vices, the Department of
Treasury, the Small Business
Administration, and others
to work directly with Indi-
an Country on implemen-
tation of complicated new
authorities and deployment
of critical funding,” the law-
makers wrote. “It is there-
fore incumbent upon these
agencies to respect the in-
herent sovereignty of Indian
Tribes and show deference

to Tribal views, particular-
ly as they relate to the use
and distribution of CARES
Act resources and the Trib-
al Coronavirus Relief Fund
that will make an enormous
difference in the everyday
lives of their members and
communities,” the lawmak-
ers concluded. “This can
only be accomplished by
engaging in meaningful, ro-
bust, and — given the nature
of this pandemic crisis —
rapid government-to-gov-
ernment consultation.”

Oregon’s senators are not
the only federal legislators
working to fine tune the
CARES bill. Congressman
Peter DeFazio represents
Oregon’s 4th District and
is Chairman of the House
Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee. DeFe-
Fazio has been very proac-
tive in addressing what he
considers to be inadequa-
cies in the CARES package
and held a virtual town hall
last week to update constitu-
ents on the coronavirus sit-
uation and what he sees as
deficiencies in the bill.

“I was on a call today
with Dr Fauci and Dr. Birx,
(Coronavirus task force
members), and we are flat-
tening the curve. Social dis-
tancing is working, and it is
the only tool we have, other
than PPE’s, which are in in-
credibly short supply, as they
are being reserved for medi-
cal personnel, and even they
don’t have enough. So please
continue to follow the sug-
gestions that have been put
in place by the Governor,
DeFazio said.

DeFazio than recapped
the three different corona-
virus bills that have been
passed by congress, high-
lighting the modifications
he recommended that were
included in the final version
of the CARES package.

Those changes included
extending employment ben-
efits to the self-employed,
limiting payouts to those
making more than $100,00
and preventing government
officials from profiting from
the pandemic.

DeFazio also touched on
the problems experienced
by those applying for un-
employment and indicating
that while administration
of the program falls under
state authority, Oregon’s
federal partners are working
to improve the service con-
stituents seeking unemploy-
ment are receiving.

Most  significantly De-
Fazio reported that employ-
ment department staffing
has increased recently from
106 to 350 and will grow to
an eventual total of 450 em-
ployees who will be process-
ing new claims.

DeFazio has also weighed
in on Gov. Brown’s decision
to not reopen Oregon’s pub-
lic schools for the reminder
of this school year, support-
ing Brown but reiterating a
concern he has discussed in
the past.

“Oregon’s  schools  will
close for the rest of the
school year, but many stu-
dents aren't able to e-learn
because they lack internet
access. I'm pushing for in-
creased funding for broad-
band infrastructure in the
next Covid, recovery pack-
age so students across Or-
egon can get the tools they
need to distance learn. All
students deserve access to
an education, no matter
their ZIP code,” DeFazio
said.

The evaluation and anal-
ysis of the omnibus CARES
package will be an ongoing
task for Oregon’s congres-
sional delegation and the
instances cited here will
undoubtedly be only the
beginning of a process that
will hopefully benefit not
only Oregonians, but all
Americans.

Senator Wyden has a
comprehensive ~ webpage
at wyden.senate.gov, de-
voted to providing infor-
mation and assistance to
Oregonians seeking sup-
port during the COVID-19
emergency and Representa-
tive DeFazio has posted up-
dates at defazio.house.gov.

Our Hearts Are With You
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As we confront the unprecedented challenges of a devastating virus,
we celebrate the incredible, brave hearts of our caregivers and
physicians who are serving our community with compassion.

Thank you Lane County for your outpouring of support,

prayers and words of encouragement.

Strength in community. Compassion in care. Grateful hearts in abundance.

Learn more at peacehealth.org/coronavirus

PeaceHealth




