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the school system is an
essential service that
functions as a pillar of
the community and a
hub of social connec-
tion.

While that looks dif-
ferent in the days of
COVID-19, Bennett and
the staff at NDSD are
doing everything they
can to fulfill whatever
obligations are neces-
sary to maintain some
semblance of normalcy
as the world attempts to
move forward.

Starting last week, the
district delivered 180
meals using the bus-
route delivery, a nearly
600-percent increase
from the prior system
where meals could be
picked up at various
drop-off sites. Bennett
says the district has
also already handed out
around 100 Chrome-
books.

“This is all besides the
connection to the com-
munity we’re getting
by running our routes,
which is different than
running meals to des-
ignated spots,” Bennet
said.

“We’re connecting
with people. Some peo-
ple don’tride the bus, but
they’re on a bus route, so
now they know that they
A, can get a meal, but B,
they actually know that
we’re involved in this
academic work move-
ment. We’ve had people
who’ve said they don’t
need the meal, but they
want to be connected if
there’s work that’s going
to be handed out or back
in.”

In spite of the rapid
shift, the district and
school staff have quickly
established an ability to
get critical resources and
information to their stu-
dents while maintaining
a connection and their
central role in communi-
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ty affairs. Alas, the kinds
of people who chose to
pursue education as a
career likely wouldn’t
have it any other way.
“You wouldn’t be in
education if you didn’t

— bonds that are espe-
cially strong in a rural
district with such a small
enrollment — last Tues-
day (April 7) NDSD
staff organized a drive-
by parade in order to vis-

“You wouldn't be in education if you
didn’t want to be with your students.
Now that you don't have your
students, it makes it hard.”

—Terry Bennet, NDSD Superintendent

want to be with your
students,” Bennet said.
“Now that you don’t
have your students it
makes it hard. So, this
becomes another outlet
where you get an oppor-
tunity to show your stu-
dents and their families

you care.”
In a further effort to
keep students, fami-

lies and school workers
emotionally connected

it their students during
stay-at-home orders.
“Staff members are
going to maintain social
distancing. They have to
stay in their own cars,”
Bennett said. “But you
can add whatever sig-
nage you want. One of
our teachers had the idea
and one of our office
personnel wanted to roll
with it so they decided
to take it on, and they’ve
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v SUPERIOR DESIGN!
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TECHNOLOGY

v LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

done that. It’s like the
drive-by birthday cel-
ebrations people have
done.”

The district’s efforts to
alleviate the stresses of
COVID-19 shutdowns
also illustrates the role
schools and their ser-
vices and resources play
in equality in a commu-
nity. As students around
the country enter into a
new mode of distance
learning, computers and
internet connectivity be-
come even more essen-
tial to participating in
education.

“It’s not always that
[students] don’t have
technology at home, but
it’s that the only com-
puter they have at home
is shared,” Bennett said.
“Now, if you have two
kids they’re not fighting
over the desktop and I
think that’s just meeting
the needs of our families
so the family can stay
on their home computer
and we can provide the

connection for them to
do distance learning in
a way that doesn’t feel
competitive in the home
because of limited re-
sources.”

It’s all part and parcel
of local institutions’ de-
sire and need to maintain
the social, economic and
educational fabrics that
make up American soci-
ety and, though stressful
and unprecedented, Ben-
nett sees it as a potential
chance for students and
communities to remem-
ber the importance of
education beyond grades
and schoolwork.

“This highlights how
important it is for kids
to come to school. When
we get back to coming
to school, we now get
to understand what we
miss when we don’t. I
see this as a true oppor-
tunity to really build out
the value of school.”
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“We do small remodels,
home repairs and decks!

Serving Lane & North Douglas Counties

241-735-008
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Family owned and operated for over 48 years
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Mazama Sporting Goods

Yoss Team Real Estate

My Boys Pizza.................ccccceviiiiiinnnn

Sears Cottage Grove ............cccecevueernennee.

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES ARE OPEN TO SERVE YOU.

They are open in a variety of ways... delivery,
pick-up, curbside, drive-thru, in-store shopping
with social distancing, appointments, and more.

..541-357-4419,1055 Bailey Hill Rd., Eugene.................... mazamasportinggoods.com
........ 541-895-4505, 96 N Mill St, Creswell .........c.cccceeveeceucucuneeene...myboyspizza.com.
........... 541-942-7377, 118 Gateway Blvd................................searshometownstores.com
.................. 541-942-4040, 914 N 9th .....cccccceevevvvervrrinenenen yossteamrealestate.com

116 N. 6th - Cottage Grove * 541-942-3325 - cgsentinel.com




