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Opinion

The First Amendment

C ongress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press, or the right of the people peaceably
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

“1 never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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To Lane County
Government and
Lane County Public
Health:

I'm writing to you and
the public because of a
lack of transparency in
identifying
ties in our county where
COVID-19 cases have
been confirmed

The current protocol
set by Lane County and
followed by Lane Coun-
ty Public Health is that,
unless the virus is con-
firmed in the Eugene/
Springfield area, the lo-
cation is only identified
as “Outside of Eugene/
Springfield” or “in rural
Lane County.”

This protocol puts
communities at risk and

communi-

needs to change.
Siuslaw News became
aware of a potential case
of COVID-19 in Flor-
ence last week (April
1) through a reliable
source in the healthcare
industry who asked to
remain anonymous.
The individual told
us of a local woman in
her 50s who had been
confirmed to
COVID-19  following
testing at RiverBend;
that would the first con-
firmed case of the virus

have

in the Florence area.

As we have been en-
couraging everyone in
our community to do in
order to avoid spread-
ing rumor and spec-
ulation, we waited for
official  confirmation
from LCPH of what we
already had been told.

On April 2, LCPH an-
nounced that a woman
in her 50s had been of-
ficially diagnosed with
COVID-19.

She had been hospi-
talized but was now re-
covering at home. Her
symptoms first began
on Feb. 23. The wom-
an went untested for 25
days, until the symp-
toms came to a point
that testing was deemed
necessary on March 18.

It is unknown if or
when she went into iso-
lation during that peri-
od.

All of this informa-
tion was made available
and confirmed by LCPH
Public Information Of-
ficer Jason Davis.

The one thing LCPH
was unable to confirm?
The
which the woman re-
sides, referring instead
to a location “in rural
Lane County.”

There are approxi-
mately 4,200 miles that
constitute “rural Lane
County” Included with-
in it are hundreds of
communities, many of
which have sizable pop-
ulations. This includes
Cottage Grove and Cre-
swell, as well as Elmira,
Junction City and the
Siuslaw region of Flor-
ence, Dunes City, Ma-
pleton, Swisshome, Tide
and unincorporated ar-
eas that make up an es-
timated 16,000 residents
in total.

If LCPH statements
only identify confirmed
cases as being in “ru-
ral Lane County,” then
every community not
within  the
Springfield region could
potentially assume they
are the latest location

community in

Eugene/

with the virus.

And if every com-
munity outside of the
Eugene/Springfield
area thinks it has the
latest COVID-19 case,
it could create ongoing
county-wide confusion,
with communities —
and local news outlets

— unable to confirm
facts and dispel rumor.
In addition,
County’s refusal to share
information could also
make the spread of the
disease while
weakening communi-
ty efforts to effectively
combat the disease.
Ultimately, we realize
that the protocols cur-
rently in place will not
change without public
engagement and a de-
mand for transparency.
It has nothing to do
with identifying indi-
vidual cases; it is about
helping ~ communities
track the spread in
general, regardless of
whether you live in Eu-
gene/Springfield
rural Lane County. As
it stands, if 10 new cas-

Lane

worse

our

es are confirmed in the
metro area, its easy to
identify a sudden in-
crease or “hot spot” in a
specific area.

However, if 10 new
cases confirmed
in “rural lane County;
that could be 10 iso-
lated cases in a nearly
4,000-square-mile  ra-
dius — or it could be
10 cases all in Cottage
Grove, Creswell, Elmira
or other small commu-
nity.

How would anyone

are

in those rural commu-
nities know if there is a
concentrated outbreak
in their area or not?
And for folks in Eugene/
Springfield, they might
want to know that in-
formation as well if they
have family living in
those rural areas.

I think knowing the
track of spread and the
rate of that spread in
specific areas is import-
ant information for all
communities in Lane
County — not just the
Eugene/Springfield
area.

As a community news

An Open Letter To Lane County

source, we are constant-
ly reminding our read-
ers that we only report
on information that
we can verify through
official and legitimate
sources. Yet in the case
of confirming or deny-
ing cases of COVID-19
in our communities,
there is no verification
process available to us.

I have reached out
to other news outlets
in Lane County in the
hopes that they will
share this information
with their communities
in order to affect change
in the county’s protocols
— either by running this
open letter, writing their
own or by reporting on
this effort.

We have been relying
on — and would like
to continue to rely on
— official information
from Lane County in or-
der to limit the amount
of rumor, assumption
and misinformation
that can occur without
official sources.

I feel it is impera-
tive that people in the
community have a full
understanding of the
situation at hand, and
if/when COVID-19 is
officially confirmed in
our communities so that
they can respond ac-
cordingly.

By not being able to
officially verify specific
information for com-
munities outside of Eu-
gene/Springfield,  the
current LCPH protocol
is potentially fostering a
dangerous situation that
could in fact make the
spread of COVID-19
worse in isolated areas.

Letters to the Editor Policy

The Sentinel welcomes letters to the editor as part of a
community discussion of issues on the local, state and national
level.

Emailed letters are preferred. Handwritten or typed letters
must be signed. All letters need to include full name, address
and phone number; only name and city will be printed. Letters
should be limited to about 300 words. Letters are subject to
editing for length, grammar and clarity. Publication of any
letter is not guaranteed and depends on space available and the
volume of letters received.

Letters that are anonymous, libelous, argumentative,
sarcastic or contain accusations that are unsourced or without
documentation will not be published.

Letters containing poetry or from outside The Sentinel
readership area will only be published at the discretion of the
editor.

Political/Election Letters:

Election-related letters must address pertinent or timely
issues of interest to our readers at-large.

Letters must: 1) Not be a part of letter-writing campaigns
on behalf of (or by) candidates; 2) Ensure any information
about a candidate is accurate, fair and not from second-hand
knowledge or hearsay; and 3) explain the reasons to support
candidates based on personal experience and perspective
rather than partisanship and campaign-style rhetoric.

Candidates themselves may not use the letters to the editor
column to outline their views and platforms or to ask for votes;
this constitutes paid political advertising.

As with all letters and advertising content, the newspaper,
at the sole discretion of the publisher, general manager and
editor, reserves the right to reject any letter that doesn’t follow
the above criteria.

Send letters to:
nhickson@cgsentinel.com

HOW TO CONTACT YOUR REPS

Oregon state Oregon federal
representatives representatives
* Sen. Floyd Prozanski * Rep. Peter DeFazio

(House of Representatives)
405 East 8th Ave.

#2030

Eugene, Ore. 97401

Email: defazio.house.gov/
contact/email-peter

District 4 State Senator
PO Box 11511

Eugene, Ore. 97440
Phone: 541-342-2447
Email: sen.floydprozanski@

state.or.us
Phone: 541-465-6732
* Rep. Cedric Hayden
Republican District 7 State * Sen. Ron Wyden '
Representative 405 East 8th Ave., Suite
2020

900 Court St. NE

Salem, Ore. 97301

Phone: 503-986-1407
Website: www.leg.state.or.

Eugene, Ore. 97401
Email: wyden.senate.gov
Phone: (541) 431-0229

us/hayden
Email: rep.cedrichayden@ ¢ Sen. Jeff Merkley
state.or.us Email: merkley.senate.gov

Phone: 541-465-6750
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