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continue their education
while maintaining quar-
antine and following so-
cial-distancing guidelines
outlined by the state De-
partment of Education
(ODE).

All of this — and the
ways COVID-19 has seem-
ingly impacted every other
aspect of society — is un-
precedented.

“Initially, the plan was
that we'll provide whatever
packets are necessary [in
addition to meal delivery],”
Bennett said in relation to
the earliest state directives
that threw school districts
the nation over for a loop.

But things change fast in
a world adapting on-the-fly
and gripped by fears of vi-
ral infection.

“We eventually worked
with our bus company to
be able to designate food
drop-off spots and then
we thought, “Well, what if
we put instructional assis-
tants on our buses?” Ben-
nett added. “The IAs can

hand out food as well as
hand back and forth the
academic work for the stu-
dents and the bus drivers
don’t have to get up. We
can give them work, collect
that work and then connect
back to teachers”

The plan is now in mo-
tion in an attempt to find
some semblance of nor-
malcy during economic
and social turmoil, though
further developments will
likely remain up in the air
until new directives and
guidelines are established
by the state. The restart date
for Oregon schools has al-
ready been further delayed
to Apr. 28, but recent infor-
mation from ODE has no-
tified educators that it will
likely extend beyond.

“I'm just waiting for the
state to say, ‘Yes, you can
do that, or ‘No, you can’t,”
said Bennett.

Being in a more rural
community like Drain,
however, brings with it
unique challenges and ben-
efits.

While the district is still
working out the issue of
internet availability for all

district students through
local provider Douglas Fast
Net — something that’s less
of a problem in places like
Eugene or Portland — Su-
perintendent Bennett also
stresses that the nature of
smaller communities may
allow for a greater degree
of trust and communica-
tion.

“I think when you live
in larger communities,
youre less likely to know
your neighbors,” Bennett
said. “That has happened
over time because I would
say that, when I worked
in Portland, you may only
know one of your neigh-
bors.

“Way back, kids used
to leave their house and
play all day with kids in
the neighborhood and no-
body worried about it ...
because they knew that ev-
erybody was taking care of
everybody. It is that takes-
a-village mentality”

And that mentality still
exists in Drain and the
greater North Douglas
community, allowing the
citizens' familiarity with
one another, extended fam-

ilies included, to aid in the
fight and foster efficient,
cooperative communica-
tion.

“In larger schools, a
teacher might not know
some of those kids,” Ben-
nett said. “But if you teach
six periods in a school with
96 kids, you're gonna know
those kids — probably
their parents as well — in a
way that making the phone
call, sending the message
to them, youre going to
be able to connect ... In a
smaller school, you get to
have a more personal con-
nection and people don't
care what you know until
they know that you care”

While established rela-
tionships and familiarity
in a small community car-
ry great potential to over-
come adversity, much of
the benefit of these tight-
knit bonds is rendered dif-
ficult when social-distanc-
ing measures advise against
in-person connection.

This simply means that
the old, bucolic vision of
a close, rural community
coming together, physi-
cally, to solve its problems
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hit us pretty hard.”

Trout said the city gov-
ernment is currently oper-
ating with three part-time
employees filling various
roles. Declaring a state of
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emergency could open up
the flow of funds to ad-
dress employee shortages
and may allow the city to
recoup expenses should
these needs arise.

“We hope we don’t have
to use any of these pro-
visions,” he said. “Right

now, we’re just preparing
for the worst, hoping for
the best.”

With a  population
around 200, Elkton is lo-
cated in Douglas County,
which also declared a state
of emergency on March
16.

Matt Bjornn, Agent
Bus: 541-942-2623
www.bjornninsurance.com

On Sunday, Douglas
County Public Health Offi-
cer Dr. Bob Dannenhoffer
announced one new posi-
tive case of COVID-19 in
Douglas County, bringing
the confirmed number of
cases in the county to five.

That’s when you can count
on State Farm®.

must be married with
modern solutions in order
to remain effective.

“The sad part about the
event were experiencing
now is, you could reach out
to the community and get
20 people to come togeth-
er in support, but we can't
do that,” Bennett said. “So
that’s the piece that makes
that experience of small
communities great. But
really, that support is now
gonna have to look differ-
ent”

In the midst of social
quarantine and  school
shutdowns, that different
look includes the afore-
mentioned meal drop-offs
and educational resource
distribution, measures al-
ready taken by NDSD.

If the school closure is
eventually extended be-
yond Apr. 28, however, a
further synthesis of the old
with the new may be re-
quired, including full-scale
online education and ways
to deal with upcoming

high school graduations.

Despite the fluidity and
confusion of the current
situation, Bennett is none-
theless hopeful that some
good can come out of
something so unparalleled
and unnerving.

“I value the one-on-one
conversations far more
than I value emails and on-
line;” Bennet said. “And I
think this is bringing that
to the forefront. Hopefully
this will bring about a fo-
cus on the importance of
[in-classroom education]”

In any case, though
things are still prone to,
and perhaps even likely, to
change, Bennett and the
rest of the staff at NDSD
have taken the necessary
steps they can to ensure
that their over-arching goal
— agoal that even the virus
has yet to change — is met.

“Our primary goal will
always be the education,
health and safety of our
students,” Bennett said.
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home security company in the U.S.
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m 24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

B Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

® Quickly connect to fire and emergency response
® May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount
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Walk-In Tubs

SMILE!

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION « 541.686.1732

EUGENE
622 E. 22nd Ave Suite C
541.686.1732

CRESWELL
195 Meiton Rd.
541.686.1732

or visit us at www.thornton-ortho.com _f

| know life doesn’t come with a
schedule. That's why at State Farm
you can always count on me for
whatever you need - 24/7, 365.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.

CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm-

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

1101198.1

Free Appraisals

I'll Come to You!

Gold, Silver, Scrap, Men’s
Jewelry, Costume Jewelry,
Pieces & Parts. Even Junk!

The Jewelry Girl, LLC
LisA RussELL

(541)556-9598

25+ Years Experience

2001 Franklin #3
Eugene, Oregon
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MACHINE SHOP SERVICES

Huddle/Drummond Automotive

Is now offering a full line of automotive
machine shop services. From resurfacing a
head, to flywheels, rebuilding that worn
out engine or even a specialized racing
application, Huddle Automotive can help
you.

With over 40 years of experience, we will get the job done right the
first time. Call or drop by and say “Hi”.

Located at 80408 Delight Valley School Rd.
Phone: 541-942-2521
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INSURANCE

We know a thing or two
because we’ve seen a thing or two.
#SeenltCoveredlt.

Jim Goodling - Mike Grant
330 OR-99 Suite C « Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-942-0165

EMERALD VALLEY
ARMORY, LLC

Handguns
Long Rifles
Concealed carry classes

Call for Schedules
Tues. - Cat. 10-6 pm
147 W. Oregon Ave. Creswell, OR 97426
541-895-2666

DURJHARRY, EAMILY, itnae

YOUR FAMILY HAPPY

OREGON WEST RV

B www.orwestrv.com

Email:
oregonwestrv@msn.com
83319 Hoagland Lane
Creswell OR, 97426

Office: 541-895-3599
Fax: 541-895-3732

CCB# 225171

Commercial and Residential

SITE DEVELOPMENT

¢ Excavation, Clearing, Grading
¢ Rock Hauling
¢ Residential Building Pads and Driveways
¢ Trenching
¢ Commercial Site Work
® Demolition
- Over 25 Years of Construction Experience -

For Inquiries or a Free Estimate
Visit Us Online at www.nwcbuilders.com

Give Eric a Call
(541) 802-9245
Find us on €@

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

v EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

v SUPERIOR DESIGN!

Ultra low easy entry and exit design,
wide door, built-in safety bar and
textured floor provides a safer bathing
experience.

v PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®
TECHNOLOGY

v LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the

bath AND installation, INCLUDING

labor backed by American Standard.
® v/ 44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!

More than any other tub we've seen.

=
. FREE!

Savings Include an
American Standard
Right Height Toilet
FREE! ($500 Value)

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

877-379-2781

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/cgs
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SWITCH NOW. SAVE ALL YEAR.

W/24-mo. agt. Savings based on comparison to previous prce

DON'T JUST KINDA TV. DIRECTV.

Where sports fans call home.

SELECT™ ALL INCLUDED PACKAGE

$39f?>.

wi24-mo.agmt & qualfying ATRI wit
$50/mo. after discounts for new customers). Autopay
& Papertess bill reqd.Price higherin 2nd year*

Over 155 Channels
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rts wiin 3 bills New approved reside ly (equipment ease req'd). Creditcard req'd (except MA & PAY. Rstrs apply.

Don’t settle for cable. Call now!
S u AT&T

Preferred
\\_4 Dealer

Iv Support Holdings LLC

1-541-649-5948

‘SELECT ALL INCLUDED PACKAGE: Ends 3/28/20. Available only in te LS. (excudes Puerto Rico and S V1) 15t & 2nd year Pricing: $39.99.mo for first 12 mos.only. Afer 12 mos
o loss of eligiilty then prevaiing rate applies (curently $85/mo for SELECT Al Included), unless cancelled or changed prir to end of the promo perod. Pricing subject to change.
$5/mo. discount: Must enrllin autopay & paperless billwithin 30 days of TV activation t recive billreditsarting in 1-3 bil yces. Fist time crcit will inclue all ceits eamed since
meeting offer requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperlss bill and vlid email address to continue cedits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperess bill. Includes: SELECT All
IncludedTV Pkg, monthly service & equipment fees for one Genie D DVR, and sandard pro nstallation. AdditionalFees & Takes: rce excludes RegionalSparts Fee of up 0 $9.99/mo. (which
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MAGNOLIA

GARDENS

SENIOR LIVING

We are expanding!
Visit us for a tour and see the construction of
37 new luxury suites in progress.

Renting soon!

- <

1425 Daugherty Ave., Cottage Grove
Call for more information or a tour:
(541) 514-2485




