
last week, with 76,500 new 
claims — up from 4,900 
the prior week, according 
to the Oregon Employ-
ment Department. 

Meanwhile, the nation 
still faces escalating num-
bers of Americans testing 
positive for the COVID-19 
virus and dying in large 
numbers. As of Thursday, 
the U.S. had the highest 
number of known cases of 
coronavirus in the world, 
surpassing China and Italy 
with 82,100 cases reported 
by health officials at the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol.

The stimulus package 
is seen as a strong step in 
what is clearly the most 
challenging situation the 
country has faced since 
9/11, said Oregon’s U.S. 
Sen. Ron Wyden, the rank-
ing member of the Senate 
Finance Committee and 
chief negotiator in crafting 
CARES. 

“From the start, Dem-
ocrats made it clear that 
struggling families and 
small businesses must be 
the priority in any eco-
nomic package passed by 
Congress,” said Wyden. “I 
fought hard for a bill that 
would help those Orego-
nians who have no way to 
pay their bills for potential-
ly months down the road, 
and the small businesses 
struggling to stay afloat 
during this crisis. There 
is lots of work ahead, but 
tonight the Senate took 
the right step toward help-
ing alleviate the economic 
pain so many Oregonians 
are feeling.”

U.S. Sen. Jeff Merkley 
(D) has also been deeply 
involved with contribut-
ing to the provisions of 
the package, while paying 
particular attention to the 
needs of the health care 

workers that are the front-
line responders during the 
pandemic.

“As the husband of a 
nurse, I’ve seen up close 
how difficult their jobs are 
and how important they 
are to patients,” Merkley 
said. “As this pandemic 
intensifies, nurses will be 
on the frontlines of the 
fight against the corona-
virus. We needed a major 
investment in nurses and 
the nursing workforce 
even before this crisis hit, 
and we need it even more 
now. We must realize that 
any choice between our 
lives and our livelihoods is 
a false choice — we cannot 
have one without the other. 

“This proposal invests 
in both health care and the 
economy. It provides des-
perately needed relief so 
that we can save lives now 
and keep families afloat 
until we have defeated this 
virus. Now, Congress must 
pass it, and the president 
must sign it, without delay.”

More than 3 million 
Americans filed for un-
employment benefits last 
week, five times the high-
est number of single-week 
applications ever filed. 

Important aspects of the 
CARES legislation include:

• Direct payments to sin-
gle Americans making less 
than $99,000.

• A new federal Pan-
demic Unemployment 
Assistance program 
which will cover workers 
not covered by tradition-
al unemployment insur-
ance, including self-em-
ployed and gig workers. 

Workers covered by 
traditional unemploy-
ment insurance and the 
new pandemic program 
will receive a 13-week ex-
tension of available ben-
efits (39 weeks total) and 
an additional $600 per 
week for four months, 
which will be full wage 

replacement for many 
workers.

• $100 billion for hospi-
tals and other providers to 
deal with overcapacity and 
other challenges. The bill 
also secures policies that 
ensure seniors with Medi-
care can receive up to 90 
days of prescriptions at a 
time, boost care at home 
through telemedicine and 
increased use of non-phy-
sician providers and makes 
the eventual COVID-19 
vaccine free for seniors. 

• $400 million for states 
to expand vote by mail, 
early voting, and other 
measures to reduce health 
risks from voting.

• More than $10 billion 
for the Indian Health Ser-
vices and other tribal pro-
grams.

• Establishment of ro-
bust worker protections 
attached to all federal loans 
for businesses.

• $30 billion in emergen-
cy education funding and 
$25 billion in emergency 
transit funding.

• $30 billion for the Di-
saster Relief Fund to pro-
vide financial assistance to 
state, local, tribal and terri-
torial governments, as well 
as private nonprofits pro-
viding critical and essential 
services.

• Prohibition on busi-

nesses controlled by the 
president, vice president, 
members of congress, and 
heads of executive depart-
ments from receiving loans 
or investments from Trea-
sury programs.

In addition, the bill pro-
vides $450 million for the 
Emergency Food Assis-
tance Program, a primary 
support mechanism for 
food pantries, which are 
expected to see more cli-
ents as job losses mount. 
Some $350 million would 
buy additional food, and 
$100 million would be 
used for distribution.

The package also pro-
vides $200 million for food 
assistance for Puerto Rico 
and other US territories, 
as well as $100 million 
for food distribution on 
American Indian reserva-
tions.

In yet another encour-
aging example of working 
together, Democratic sen-
ators Wyden and Merk-
ley, along with Democratic 
U.S. representatives Peter 
DeFazio, Earl Blumenauer, 
Suzanne Bonamici and Re-
publican Representatives 
Kurt Schrader and Greg 
Walden, sent a joint letter 
Friday to the White House 
supporting Oregon Gov. 
Kate Brown’s request for a 
major disaster declaration 

for the entire state as a re-
sult of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

“We have heard from 
rural health clinics, hospi-
tals and providers who are 
having to lay off employees 
due to reduced patient care 
and declining revenues. 
We have heard from he-
roic frontline health care 
workers stressed about the 
lack of test kits and person-
al protective equipment,” 
the lawmakers wrote in 
their letter. “We have heard 
from small business own-
ers suffering financially 
and wondering how to put 
food on the table. We have 
heard from volunteers in 
rural fire and ambulance 
districts who must choose 
whether to self-quarantine 
or continue providing crit-

ical public safety services 
to their communities. 

“Oregon is a resilient and 
forward-thinking state and 
Oregonians are working 
hard to secure shelter for 
people who are homeless 
and medical care for those 
who need it. But no state 
will be able to respond to 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic alone, which is why we 
urge you to approve Gov-
ernor Brown’s full request 
for assistance.”

The White House did 
not respond by press time 
to a request for comment 
on either the details of 
the stimulus package or 
Brown’s request for a Fed-
eral Emergency Declara-
tion.
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Medicare/Part A/ 

Part B/ Plan G/ 

Part C/ Part D/ 

Advantage Plans??  

Confused or Curious 

call Fred @

541-729-8853

Choice Insurance Agency541-726-7689
Eugene/Springfi eld

541-942-9635
Cottage Grove

The Latest
Lawn Care Equipment
Save time and energy with the 

latest lawn mowers, edgers, 

trimmers and accessories.

• Country Home 

Products

• Redmax

• Hustler Turf

• Generators

• Chippers

1035 Conger St. #3

Eugene, OR 97402
cascadegardenequip.com

541.344.6992

CASCADE GARDEN EQUIPMENT,LLC
We Service Everything We Sell

Install, Service, and Replace 

Pumps and Water Filtration Systems

Test Water Quality And Water Flow Rate

Bonded Licensed Insured  

CCB# 225978

Brandon Ervin (Owner) Tel: 541.649.8100

24 Hr. Service: 503.991.9159

Email: ervinfamilypumpservice@gmail.com

For service after hours, Call (503)991-9159

“Partners in History”

Cottage Grove

Genealogical Society

700 Gibbs Ave.
P.O. Box 388

Cottage Grove, OR 97424
541-942-9570

Delve into YOUR past at 

our library, located in the 

Cottage Grove 

Community Center! 

Our library is open 

Wed - Fri 11:00-4:00

The Flower Basket
and Gift Boutique

“A Flower Shop and so much more”

The Flower Basket
and Gift Boutique

Creative Floral Arrangements
Jewelry • Balloons

Home Décor 
Fine Gifts 

 Boutique Clothing 
& Accessories

119 South 6th Street 
 541-942-0505

Your one-stop shop.
•Printing & 
Document 
Finishing

• Packing & shipping
• Mailbox Services

• Notary Services
• Postal products & 
services

• ID/Passport photos

The UPS Store
Safeway Shoppping Mall

1498 E. Main St., Ste 103

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541.767.0888

theupsstore.com/5813

Hours:

Mon-Fri 8:00 am-6:00pm

Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm

Sun Closed

Your Party goes HERE!

2915 Row River Rd.
cottageevents.com 
541-942-6888

ver Rd.
ts.commm 
8

Birthdays

Wedding showers

Baby showers

Anniversaries

Memorials

And so much more... 

541-942-4664

LANDSCAPE AND 

BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!
79149 N. River Road

PLANT MIX 

BARK MULCH

Family owned and operated for over 48 years

CARE                   from A1


