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Ready from Al

have seen a resurrection
of the program in the Cre-
swell area.

SLCFR and the City of
Creswell began a Teen
CERT pilot program in
2016, encouraging young
people in the Creswell area
from ages 14 to 20 to learn
disaster readiness skills.

Along with disaster
training, teens were able
to fulfill some of their re-
quired community service
hours through the pro-
gram.

Due to its popularity, an
adult version of the pro-
gram opened up in Cot-
tage Grove last November.

“We  just graduated
our first adult class,” said
Smith, who is the program
director for the district’s
CERT program.

Eighteen adults and
eight new teen CERT
members have been added
to the roster, bringing the
total members in the fire
district to 36.

The program, which is
free to join, is delivered in
nine units over nine weeks
covering topics such as
disaster preparedness,
medical operations and
light search and rescue.
The program finishes with
a disaster simulation in
which members are de-
ployed and try to put their
skills to use.

Through the course,
participants are expected
to learn skills such as how
to identify hazards, set
up treatment areas, work
as a team to apply basic

fire suppression strate-
gies, employ basic medi-
cal treatments, learn CPR
First Aid and perform
other duties as needed
under the CERT organiza-
tional structure.

With a few dozen com-
munity members trained
in basic-level emergen-
cy response, professional
emergency  responders
are thus provided with re-
duced strain during large-
scale incident responses.

“Youre always under-
manned,” said Smith. “So
itll expedite. Ifll make

things more efficient”

Asked if the area was
more prepared since last
year, Smith was quick to
answer.

“Absolutely, with these
CERT members,” he said.
“It's improving the com-
munity all over”

CERT training is on
schedule to be offered in
the area again near the end

of the year.
The City of Cottage
Grove, too, has made

headway in emergency
preparedness efforts.
“Were more prepared
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The Feb. 24, 2019 “Snowmageddon” storm dumped more than a foot of snow in some areas, crippling traffic in and
around Cottage Grove, as well as downing trees and power lines throughout the city.

than last year,” said City
Manager Richard Mey-
ers. “I think from the
emergency preparedness
contest we did during
Emergency Preparedness
Month, we got more citi-
zens prepared.”

The contest awarded
homes in the city with
emergency preparedness
kits and is slated to be run
again this year.

The city’s Emergen-
cy Preparedness Fair last
August, too, had a bigger
turnout than previous
years by many accounts.

Besides information and
material distributed to the
public, the city has moved
toward improving infra-
structure and resources.

“We’re working on some
improvements on some
of our buildings to make
them a little more resil-
ient,” said Meyers. “And
we've wired in connections
for our sewer pumps.”’

The latter proved a use-
ful feature during a city-
wide power outage on Feb.
14.

The city is also look-
ing at getting a generator

for the Community Cen-
ter, which will enable the
building to serve as a shel-
ter during emergencies.

“We’ll continue to look
for new things and new
ideas,” said Meyers.

While the city’s emer-
gency agreements with the
county and state have been
revisited and renewed, a
project launched last fall
by Lane County, the Lane
Regional Resiliency Col-
laborative, aims to create
a model of partnership
among agencies and juris-
dictions as well.

The project focuses on
risk reduction and identi-
fying opportunities where
joint efforts can be made
across the region, project-
ed to make its next steps
toward coalescing by early
summer.

In light of collaborative
efforts, Smith praised the
marriage of city, fire dis-
trict and county attempts
to increase awareness and
efficiency.

“Everyone is playing so
nice together,” said Smith.
“That’s not the case every-
where”

However prepared lo-
cal entities are, though,
lessons from last year’s di-
sasters made evident the
need for resilience at indi-
vidual, neighborhood and
governmental levels.

“I think the thing peo-
ple need to realize is we'll
still get damage whether
its a snowstorm, wind-
storm, earthquake or fire,”
Meyers said. “It's how we
bounce back. Are we in a
mode where we can recov-
er from it?”
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ASK ABOUT OUR NEW
REMOTE MANAGEMENT
SERVICE!N!

EMERALD VALLEY
ARMORY, LLC

Handguns
Long Rifles

Concealed carry classes
Call for Schedules
Tues. - Sat. 10-6 pm

147 W. Oregon Ave. Creswell, OR 97426
541-895-2666
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The Latest

Lawn Care Equipment

We Service Everything We Sell
CASCADE GARDEN EQUIPMENT,LLC

1035 Conger St. #3
541.344.6992

Eugene, OR 97402

cascadegardenequip.com

OURHARPY FAMILY iy

YOUR FAMILY HAPPY

OREGON WEST RV

B www.orwestrv.com

in with
regon
est RV

Email:
oregonwestrv@msn.com
83319 Hoagland Lane
Creswell OR, 97426

Office: 541-895-3599
Fax: 541-895-3732

Free Winterization for
4 Years
on any new or used
RV Purchase
good until 12-31-19

HOME PRIDE

mtmg and Repair LLC

Over 30 years of experience

&

Sweetheart’s Special!
10% off labor on

interior paint jobs
scheduled for February!
Now scheduling

spring and summer 2020
interior and exterior
repaints.

4 Serving Lane & North Douglas Counties

541-735-0089

ccb# 217560

Winter Heating
Tune-Up

Onl
$119*%

We'll make sure your system is running effectively and efficiently.
Call for details and an appointment today, and beat the winter rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service
Reasonable Rates * All Work Guaranteed

SRNES

EATING & AIR CONDITIONIN
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
www.jamesheating.com
115 Lawrence St., Eugene, OR 97401
CCB #47396
Bus. (541) 461-2101 = Fax: (541) 686-4820

* Limited-time offer. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Happy Hour
5:30-7pm

Only senior
pricing in town

SUNDAY NFL
&
NASCAR

Swap & Shop

Buy - Sell - Trade

10:05 - 11am
Monday - Friday

3 Items - $500 limit

This is truly the place to find that hard
to find item or turn your unwanted
possessions in to other people’s treasure.

717 Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Lobby Phone: 541.942.2468

Studio Line: 541.942.5548

Online requests: request@knnd.com
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Full-Service
1Detailing

Protect your
m| investment with
interior and
1 exterior detailing
1 designed to
-7, [l safeguard against
: wear, tear and
extreme weather.
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Brad's

COTTAGE GROVE

@ hD

2775 Row River Rd
Cottage Grove
541-942-4415

www.bradschevy.com

Chevy

CHEVROLET-GMC




