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Lions from B1

The Lions took just a one point lead
into the fourth quarter, 29-28, and the
game remained tight until senior Ema
Gardner foiled Marist’s last-ditch ef-
forts.

With under a minute to play and
down six, 43-37, the Spartans began
fouling, counting on the Lions to miss
their free throws and give themselves
a chance to shoot their way back
into the game. Gardner had differ-
ent plans, going 4 for 4 from the free
throw line in the final minute to put to
rest any hopes of a Spartan comeback.

“I just kept telling myself that I
couldn’t miss,” Gardner said. “Because
when the [Marist] student section
is in your ear, it makes it harder and
you're like, ‘T gotta prove it to them
that I can put it in the basket, so I was
just mentally telling myself that I was
gonna put ‘em in”

And put them in she did. Gardner
finished her all-around game with 4
rebounds, 4 assists and a block, but it
was her unselfishness in helping the
team facilitate its offense, getting the
ball in the post to utilize the Lions’
size and strength advantage, where
her presence was most felt through-
out the game. Including fellow senior
Megan Schatz, the Lions are rarely
without a cool, experienced head on
the court.

“I think we have really good senior
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CGHS senior Ema Gardner stood strong at the free throw line in the
final minute, hitting four free throws to seal the Lions’ win.

leadership this year. They really hold
everything together;” said Eastburn.

Cottage Grove roared out of the
gates, opening up an early 12-0 lead
and not allowing Marist to score their
first points until halfway through the
second quarter, but until late in the
final period, much of the rest of the
game belonged to Marist who out-
scored the Lions 28-20 in the second
and third quarters.

“At some points it was a little rough
out there,” said junior post player Mat-
ty Ladd. “But in the end were a team
and I just kept reminding everyone of
that. I think at the end we definitely
came together and played well”

Ladd used her height and strength
advantage en route to 13 points, 8
rebounds and 3 blocks, scoring a
number of key
baskets late in
the second half.
Ladds partner
down low, soph-
omore  Gracie
Arnold, once
again  proved
her scoring
prowess, pour-

ing in 19 points

EMERALD VALLEY

| Quality Cleanin =
Certified Green

to go with 3 steals before fouling out
with 1:40 left to play.

All in all, it was an important test
for a team that has high hopes come
playoff time and, by the end, the game
metrics — and final score — showed a
superior team with a chance to make
some postseason noise.

“It was definitely different because
people we have been playing haven't
been putting that pressure on us,” said
Garnder. “So playing here tonight was
fun for us. It was good for us because
now we know what we need to work
on”

In the earlier game, the Cottage
Grove boys (5-14, 1-4) faced an even
more difficult test and were taken
down by the #2-ranked Spartans, 54-
37, but were almost entirely done in
by a scoreless second quarter. After
multi-game absences due to injury,
the Lions got back sophomore point
guard Landon Colburn and freshman
post Brennan Murphy and will look to
close the season strong with a healthy
roster.

Both teams next play tomorrow,
Fri,, Feb. 7 at home against Marsh-
field. The girls game begins at 5:45
p-m. followed by the boys at 7:15.
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Skyline from B1

of the rest of the game.

— the Warriors couldn’t al-
ways do what they wanted
in this one.

The Warriors are a team
defined by their defensive
identity, a full-court inten-
sity that seems to never let
up for the full 32 minutes,
but Elkton is a team that
can counter it with pressure
of their own.

“They're dangerous,’
Cyr said of the Elks. Elkton
coach Rob Parker and his
team of experienced play-
ers proved that true, as they
fell in an early 11-0 hole,
but battled out of it, in part,
by getting the Warriors into
foul trouble.

“A lot of it really depends
on who gets in foul trouble
and where that foul trou-
ble comes from,” Cyr said.
“Its kind of interesting as
the game goes on how the
matchups unfold because
we can exploit some things
and they can exploit some
things”

Warriors’ post player Ri-
lie-Jo Olds, for example, got
some early whistles called
against her and it forced
North Douglas — a team
already lacking in vertical
size — to go small for most

North Douglas, howev-
er, stepped up to the pres-
sure and was able to finish
a close game in a season
where they havent had
many. Freshmen Brooklyn
Williams and Savannah
Harkins went 7 for 8 from
the free throw line in the
final three minutes to wrap
up the win and Williams
ended the game as the War-
riors' leading scorer with
13.

The Elks were led by ju-
nior Margaret Byle and se-
nior Alexis Halstead, who
had 11 and 10 points re-
spectively.

Both area teams find
themselves in good posi-
tion with the playoffs loom-
ing, as the two teams hold
on to one of the coveted
top-three spots in the Sky-
line, earning them a chance
to compete for a place in
the state tournament. The
Warriors in particular are
just three league wins away
from completing an unde-
feated Skyline season.

The Warriors next play
on Fri, Feb. 7 at home
against second-place Pacif-
ic/Powers (14-7, 8-2) while
the Elks travel to Riddle (6-
13, 4-6) on the same night.
Both games begin at 6 p.m..
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147 W. Oregon Ave. Creswell, OR 97426
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Freshman Brooklyn Williams (20), seen here
matched up with Elkton’s Alexis Halstead stepped
up big in crunch time for the Warriors, hitting a
bevy of free throws that helped NDHS get the win.

~¥ The Northwest's
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“® Vegetable Transplants

¥ Fruit Trees
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We know a thing or two
because we’ve seen a thing or two.
#SeenltCoveredIt.
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330 OR-99 Suite C « Cottage Grove, OR 97424
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and Gift “Boutique

“A Flower Shop and so much more”

Creative Floral Arrangements
Jewelry ¢ Balloons

Candy ¢ Fine Gifts

. Boutique Clothing & Accessories
4. Blooming Plants & Basket Gardens

Deliveries Locally and Worldwide
Locally owned and operated since 1984
Quality and Satisfaction Guaranteed
119 South 6th Street ® 541-942-0505

Your one-stop shop.

«Printing & « Notery Services
Document Finishing e« Postal products &

« Packing & shipping  services

« Mailbox Services « ID/Passport photos

The UPS Store

Safeway Shoppping Mall

1498 E.Main St, Ste 103 Hours:

Cottage Grove, OR97424 ~ Mon-Fri  8:00 am-6:00pm
541.767.0888 Sat. 9:00am-5:00pm
theupsstore.com/5813 Sun Closed

-Backer DDS

-Birch Avenue

Dental

-CG Physical Therapy
-Chvatal Orthodontics
-Cetera Financial
-Coast Fork

-Emerald Fitness Club

-Dave’s Place

-D&D Auto
-Grocery Outlet
-Cottage Grove
Garbage Service
-Jim's Point S Tire
Factory

-NW Community
Credit Union
-Oregon West RV
-Patriot Mortgage
-South Lane Fire
And Rescue
-South Valley
Athletics

-Starfire Lumber
-State Farm
-Village Green
-Williams & Mathis
-Cascade Home
Center

-Lane Community
College
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