
expectations since open-
ing the site last fall.

“When our numbers 
didn’t get as high as we 
would’ve liked them 
to be, we approached 
the school district and 
asked about transpor-
tation from the other 
schools to Harrison,” 
said Kriz-Anderson.

The South Lane 
School District agreed 
and began the new ser-
vice to bus students 
from the three schools 
to the Harrison site on 
Feb. 1.

“It’s going to be nice 
because the space at 
Harrison is so big, it will 
be able to accommo-
date however many kids 
are coming from each 
school,” said Kriz-An-
derson.

The space has an en-
rollment capacity of 45 
children though cur-
rently serves only 19 
Harrison students.

Finding staff to fill po-
sitions was also a chal-
lenge when the program 
initially started up last 
fall.

“It is still an issue,” 
said Kriz-Anderson.

There are currently 
three staff members at 
the site.

“We would love to hire 
people from Cottage 
Grove who have worked 
with kids or who want 
to work with kids,” said 
Kriz-Anderson. “We 
want to hire young se-
niors or students who 
are going to Lane [Com-
munity College] who 
want to get youth expe-
rience or maybe want to 
get an education degree. 

So we can give them that 
experience.”

Kriz-Anderson is 
hopeful the busing ser-
vice will bring enroll-
ment closer to capacity 
and thus more hiring 
opportunities, though 
the timing of the expan-
sion is expected to effect 
a slow start.

“Starting something 
mid-year isn’t ideal, but 
at least the information 
will be out there,” she 
said, “so when Septem-
ber comes around … 
then it will be known 
and so when families are 
looking for care, they’ll 
know that the Y has an 
option.”

The program at Har-
rison makes use of the 
school’s cafeteria, gym, 
playground and project 
studio for an array of ac-
tivities.

In meeting the non-
profit’s stated goal of 
“strengthening com-
munities through youth 
development, healthy 
living and social respon-
sibility,” children are 
treated to fruit snacks, 
games, physical activi-
ties, cooking, art proj-
ects and STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineer-
ing and Math) activities.

In addition, the pro-
gram offers homework 
assistance to students 
who need it.

“They also learn 
how to work with your 
friends if you’re hav-

ing a disagreement – 
problem-solving skills 
and social/emotional 
learning,” said Kriz-An-
derson. “We have a 
service-learning compo-
nent as well, which hap-
pens once a month, just 
showing how important 
it is to give back to our 
community or to help 

at school or to do some-
thing nice for somebody 
else.”

The program runs 
from the end of school 
until 6 p.m.

With a tuition set at 
$295 per month, the cost 
can be prohibitive for 
some families, though 
the YMCA offers finan-
cial assistance to those 
who demonstrate need.

“One of the goals of 
the Y is to not turn any 
family away for financial 
need,” said Kriz-Ander-
son. “We ask for paper-
work, but we also ask 
for people to tell us their 
story because sometimes 
what you put down on a 
piece of paper doesn’t 
tell us everything.”

The Eugene Fami-
ly YMCA states that it 
awarded $451,618 in 
financial assistance in 
2018.

“Quality childcare is a 
high priority but often a 
financial and logistical 

puzzle for families,” said 
Eugene Family YMCA 
CEO Brian Steffen in a 
press release. “The Y’s 
mission is to provide 
services to all — regard-
less of ability to pay. This 
expansion helps us fulfill 
that mission in a place 
where the need is quite 
high.”

Kriz-Anderson add-
ed that local donations 
to the YMCA can be 
earmarked for specific 
community use as well.

Significant financial 
backing came in De-
cember when a Wey-
erhauser Giving Fund 
grant helped support the 
program.

“We are so grateful to 
the Weyerhaeuser Giv-
ing Fund for a $29,800 
grant to support the Y’s 
afterschool expansion 
into communities like 
Cottage Grove,” said 
Kriz-Anderson. “Wey-
erhaeuser is helping us 
fulfill our vision of a fu-
ture where every work-
ing family has access to 
affordable safe enrich-
ment programs that kids 
love.”

More information 
about the Eugene Fam-
ily YMCA can be found 
online at www.eugeney-
mca.org.
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“It’s going to be a nice space [that can] accomodate 

however many kids are coming from each school” 

— Holly Kriz-Anderson, Youth Development Director

Medicare/Part A/ 

Part B/ Plan G/ 

Part C/ Part D/ 

Advantage Plans??  

Confused or Curious 

call Fred @

541-729-8853

Choice Insurance Agency

541-726-7689
Eugene/Springfi eld

541-942-9635
Cottage Grove

Commercial and Residential 

SITE DEVELOPMENT

CCB# 225171

• Excavation, Clearing, Grading

• Rock Hauling

• Residential Building Pads and Driveways

• Trenching

• Commercial Site Work

• Demolition

 - Over 25 Years of Construction Experience -

For Inquiries or a Free Estimate

Visit Us Online at www.nwcbuilders.com

Give Eric a Call 

(541) 802-9245

OUR HAPPY FAMILY will make 

YOUR FAMILY HAPPYWin with

Oregon

West RV

Free Winterization for

4 Years

on any new or used

RV Purchase

good until 12-31-19

Winter Heating 
Tune-Up

Only 
$119*

We’ll make sure your system is running eff ectively and effi  ciently. 

Call for details and an appointment today, and beat the winter rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service

Reasonable Rates • All Work Guaranteed

* Limited-time off er. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Brent Bitner, DDS

Come experience our new laser
CALL US TODAY!

541.942.7934
350 E. WASHINGTON AVENUE • COTTAGE GROVE

WWW.CGSMILES.COM

DENTISTRY WITH FAMILY IN MIND
Dentistry 
without 

anesthesia

Your Party goes HERE!

2915 Row River Rd.
cottageevents.com 
541-942-6888

ver Rd.
ts.commm 
8

Birthdays

Wedding showers

Baby showers

Anniversaries

Memorials

And so much more... 
Your Family Deserves The 

BEST
Technology...
Value...
TV!...

1-866-373-9175
CALL TODAY 

Save 20%!

190 Channels

Add High Speed Internet

e 

Offer ends 11/13/19.

America’s Top 120 

/mo.

Savings with 2 year price guarantee with AT120 starting at $59.99 compared to everyday price. All offers require credit qualification, 2 year commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying 
customers. Hopper, Hopper w/ Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification. Fees apply for additional TVs: Hopper $15/mo., Joey $5/mo., Super Joey $10/mo.

Subject to availability. Restrictions apply. Internet not 

provided by DISH and will be billed separately.

TM

Promo code N7017

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other 
terms and conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GRAND 

ALASKAN 

CRUISE & TOUR

12 days, departs 

May - Sep, 2020

FROM

$1,749
$1,499

*

1-877-840-6119

615 Main Street • Cottage Grove • 541-942-8711

homesteadcg.com

Only

$309

Outdoor 

Lounge Chair 

for summer 

relaxing!!

Open Daily 11am for 
Complimentary Tasting

942-1364  www.saginawvineyard.com

6 to 9 pm  ||  No Cover Charge

Live Music Every Friday

Feb 7 • Widespread Haze
Rock-n-Roll

Feb 14 • Ben Johnson & Co
Blues, Rock, Soul, Country

Feb 21 • The Huckleberries
Country, Bluegrass

YMCA
                   from A1 City to host tree giveaway

Cottage Grove’s main-
tenance crew picked up 
60 young Redwood and 
25 Ponderosa Pine trees 
last month that were gift-
ed from the City of Eu-
gene.

The crew is picking up 
a mix of 300 additional 
trees: Vine Maples, White 
Alder, Douglas Fir, West-
ern Crabapple, Oregon 
White Oak, Caseara and 
Western Red Cedar.

The trees will be given 
away to local residents on 
Feb. 22, 29 and March 7, 
from 9 a.m. to noon at 
Coiner Park.

Cottage Grove resi-
dents that live in the city 
limits will be able to have 
up to three trees apiece.

The intent of the tree 
giveaway is to replace the 
trees city residents lost in 
the Feb. 25, 2019 “snow-
mageddon.” 


