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WE HAVE SANDBAGS!  

WE HAVE ICE MELT!

Family owned and operated for over 47 years.

541-942-4664

LANDSCAPE AND 

BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!
79149 N. River Road

Your Party goes HERE!

2915 Row River Rd.
cottageevents.com 
541-942-6888

ver Rd.
ts.commm 
8

Birthdays

Wedding showers

Baby showers

Anniversaries

Memorials

And so much more... 

NOTICE OF CITY OF COTTAGE GROVE 

PLANNING COMMISSION VACANCIES

The City of Cottage Grove Planning Commission 

has one vacancy on this volunteer body. The 

Commissioners are appointed by the City Council. 

The Planning Commission meets twice a month on 

the 2nd & 3rd Wednesday evenings.  Incumbents are 

eligible to reapply. People interested in applying 

for these positions need to complete an Planning 

Commission application available at the Public Works 

& Development Department at City Hall or online 

at:  www.http://cottagegrove.org/pc. The deadline 

for receiving applications is January 31, 2020 at 5 

pm. For further information please contact the Public 

Works & Development Department at 541-942-3340.

We know a thing or two 

because we’ve seen a thing or two. 

#SeenItCoveredIt.

Jim Goodling - Mike Grant
330 OR-99 Suite C • Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-942-0165

A flower shop and so much more...
The Flower Basket and Gift Boutique

Present this coupon for

$10 OFF
Of a $50 purchase of 

Gift Merchandise and 

Boutique Clothing

& Accessories!
*offer valid through 

January 25, 2020

85944 Hwy. 99S, Goshen, OR 97405

frenchysgoshen.com

OPEN
11AM-10PM

EVERYDAY

GREAT FOOD
Daily Specials

40+ Craft Beers
To-Go Orders Welcome

541-636-3692

The Jewelry Girl, LLC
LISA RUSSELL

(541)556-9598

Free Appraisals
I’ll Come to You!

BUY & SELL
Gold, Silver, Scrap, Men’s 

Jewelry, Costume Jewelry, 

Pieces & Parts. Even Junk!

25+ Years Experience

2001 Franklin #3
Eugene, Oregon

Open Daily 11am for 
Complimentary Tasting

942-1364  www.saginawvineyard.com

6 to 9 pm  ||  No Cover Charge

Live Music Every Friday

Jan 24 • Richie G & Ma Beat
Americana, Country & Folk

Jan 31 • Jackie Jae & Jason Cowsill
Acoustic Folk-Rock

Feb 7 • Widespread Haze
Rock-n-Roll

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm  | Sat 9am-6pm 

118 Gateway Blvd., Cottage Grove (Next to Bi-Mart) • 541-942-7377

Up to 30% OFF
Appliances
Plus earn 5% OFF

with qualifying Sears Card

Ask us about Special Financing or Free Delivery

With purchases $499 or more with 

qualifying Sears Card

541-942-4415 • 2775 Row River Road • bradschevy.com

Our People Really Make The Difference!

Any service with coupon
Schedule your appointment Today!

Not Valid on any service Exceeding $100 • Expires 01-31-20
Not valid with any other offer.

15% OFF

Your one-stop sho
•Printing & 
Document Finishing

• Packing & shipping
• Mailbox Services

• Notery Service
• Postal product
services

• ID/Passport ph

�e UPS Sto
Safeway Shoppping Mall

1498 E. Main St., Ste 103

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541.767.0888

theupsstore.com/5813

Hours:

Mon-Fri 8:00 am-6:

Sat. 9:00am-5:0

Sun Closed

A Place for Mom has helped over a million 
families find senior living solutions that meet 
their unique needs.

There’s no cost to you!

(888) 651-5669
 ! We’re paid by our partner communities

Call today to connect with a

SENIOR LIVING ADVISOR      
INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CAREINDEPENDENT

REQUEST YOUR FREE INFO KIT TODAY!

*With a single battery. © 2019 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

JUST

2.8 LBS.

Portable Oxygen 
For The Way You 
Want to Live
Includes Everything You Need to Regain 
Your Freedom
At just 2.8* lbs, the Inogen One G4 is the ultralight portable 
oxygen concentrator you have been waiting for. The Inogen 
One G4 is approximately half the size of the Inogen One G3.

   Meets FAA Requirements for Travel

CALL TODAY! 1-855-839-0752

Among the South Lane 
School Board’s responsibil-
ities, the board establishes 
rules that govern schools 
in accordance with state 
and federal laws while au-
thorizing, appropriating 
and approving the dis-
trict’s budget each year. 
Th e school board also hires 
the superintendent and is 
responsible for evaluating 
the superintendent’s per-
formance on an annual 
basis.

As elected members of 
the community, the school 
board’s work is done in 
public and it serves as a 
communication body be-
tween the community and 
school district with board 
positions up for election 
every four years.

Th e Sentinel has asked 
members of the South 
Lane School Board to 
answer some questions, 
both personal and gener-
al, which will provide the 
community a snapshot of 
the people they’ve elected 
and a window into the vol-
unteer work they do. 

Th e following are an-
swers provided by SLSD 
board members who were 
available to participate.

__________________

1.  What inspired you to 
become a school board 

member?

Sherry Duerst-Higgins, 
chair —

I wanted to be involved 
and engaged in education 
in my community at the 
time my three children 
were attending schools in 
South Lane. I felt it was im-
portant to become a board 
member to serve my com-
munity and the students of 
South Lane. Our students 
are our future and our re-
sponsibility to educate and 
support in their eff orts to 
succeed now and in the 
future. It has been my priv-

ilege serve my community 
and to make the decisions 
I can for our students’ ed-
ucation.

Alan Baas, vice chair — 
Most of my career has 

been in education-related 
work, from high school 
teaching to research anal-
yses to career education 
to university publications 
and college scholarships. 
It was a no-brainer that I 
apply for the school board 
when I retired — I’ve seen 
too much of education not 
to want to keep supporting 
it however I can.

Jerry Settelmeyer — 
I believe that kids de-

serve the very best educa-
tion we can provide and 
with my pre-retirement 
experience I believe I can 
help “expect and provide” 
that standard through par-
ticipation and en-courage-
ment as a School Board 
member.

Tammy Hodgkinson —
I have a sincere belief 

that government is a par-
ticipatory activity and if we 
want government to work, 
then the best place to start 
(outside of voting) is at the 
local level. Plus, as a for-
mer kindergarten teacher, I 
have a passion for the fun-
damental signifi cance of 
Preschool/Early Elemen-
tary education.  It’s a per-
spective that I think is crit-
ical to bring to the board. 
I also have family members 
who are disabled. Chil-
dren (and their families) in 
the disability community 
face unique challenges in 
education. It can be over-
whelming and isolating to 
navigate at times and one 
of my goals is to be an ad-
vocate for them.

Dustin Bengtson —
I’ve been involved in 

youth sports as the presi-
dent of South Valley Ath-
letics for a number of years 

and was a member of the 
bond committee. And 
really it was my involve-
ment in the bond commit-
tee that led me to want to 
fi gure out a diff erent way 
to support the school dis-
trict. In walking through 
the community and trying 
to articulate the need for 
that bond investment, it 
was interesting the see the 
wide diff erence in opinion 
of how the district was not 
only performing, but uti-
lizing funds, which were 
really in confl ict with my 
own. So I thought maybe I 
could help with that.

2. How important is 
community engagement 
and what does that look 

like?

Sherry Duerst-Higgins, 
chair — 

Extremely important. I 
am involved in my com-
munity through service 
on several community 
boards, through my busi-
ness connections and vol-
unteering in nonprofi ts. I 
interact with members of 
my community on a daily 
basis. I listen and encour-
age interaction from my 
community members. I 
encourage feedback from 
parents, students and other 
community members on 
their thoughts and ideas in 
the direction of the school 
district. I am elected to 
hear from the community 
and make decisions that 
support our school district.

Alan Baas, vice chair —
We are elected by public 

vote. How can I not con-
sider the community in 
everything I do as a board 
member? Particularly in 
these troubled times where 
globally, nationally, and 
locally folks are struggling 
with pretty big issues. We 
all have a responsibility 
to see to it that our chil-
dren are equipped for the 
changes that accompany 

these challenges.

More specifi cally, one of 
the characteristics we as 
a board expressed for ap-
plicants for the upcoming 
permanent superintendent 
position was an “ability to 
build and sustain strong, 
eff ective community/busi-
ness partnerships that 
impact student success.” 
Seems to me such part-
nering must include active 
board participation in un-
derstanding and building 
such relationships. Keep-
ing in mind the board’s role 
is at the policy level and of-
ten does not touch school 
operations, I don’t want 
to presume to say what all 
this is going to look like.

Jerry Settelmeyer —
Very important, al-

though we have not 
achieved that involvement, 
most likely developed 
through many years of not 
being engaged to function 
that way.

Dustin Bengtson —
Th at the community has 

an understanding of the 
decisions that the district 
makes. We have to be as 
transparent as we can on 
how we utilize public funds 
and managing the resourc-
es of the district. And that 
involves not only school 
board, but parents and 
teachers trying to articu-
late what we’re doing and 
how we’re doing the best 
we can with what we have 
available to us.

And I do believe that 
there’s room for improve-
ment in anything we do, 
but there’s an awful lot of 
good things happening 
within South Lane School 
District, so we need to 
think of ways to involve 
people more consistent-
ly throughout our deci-
sion-making process. 

A really good example of 
that recently is the work

School                   from A1
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