
he said. “Now these kids are 

adults … that remember me 

having a positive impact on 

their life.” 

In his role as a police offi-

cer, Joyce was referred to as 

“coach” by a fellow officer and 

sometimes even inmates who 

had trained under his tutelage.

Joyce found a strong over-

lap between the two roles, 

particularly when coaching 

both athletes and inmates 

about discipline and account-

ability.

“There’s ups and downs. 

There’s blood, sweat and tears 

in wrestling … and there’s 

blood sweat and tears out in 

the real world, too,” he said.

For Joyce, his law enforce-

ment career has been high-

lighted by the impressions he’s 

made on those who needed a 

course correction in life.

“You hope that you’ve done 

some good and helped some-

body,” he said.

In that, Joyce met the chal-

lenge of counseling repeat 

offenders who faced an array 

of issues, hearing on many ac-

counts promises to straighten 

out “next time.”

“Finally, that next time 

when they do fix whatever the 

problem is … and then you 

see them a year later, they’re 

still clean, they’re being pro-

ductive members of the com-

munity — that’s a success sto-

ry,” he said.

Joyce recalled an incident 

during a traffic stop down-

town on Main Street years 

ago. A young lady suddenly 

approached him and credited 

him with saving her life.

“There was a time in her life 

where she was in a bad crowd 

and I said, ‘There’s not going 

to be anything good that’s go-

ing to come if you continue in 

this scenario,’” Joyce remem-

bered. “And then there was 

something bad that happened. 

Fast forward a few years and 

that’s when she comes up and 

says, ‘You saved my life.’ We 

gave each other a hug and I 

know she’s really successful 

now.”

In addition to community 

impacts, Joyce is retiring with 

no small degree of pride in 

what he’s brought to the city’s 

police department.

“The most gratifying part 

of my career was being a field 

training officer and being giv-

en the opportunity to train a 

large amount of the officers in 

Cottage Grove,” he said.

In Madras, Joyce was a field 

training officer and used a 

phased training method. He 

and another officer brought 

a similar training program to 

Cottage Grove, which allowed 

trainees a wider exposure 

of experiences than the de-

partment’s previous method 

through a process of officer 

rotation.

“It’s just what I enjoyed do-

ing, was instructing and train-

ing and getting a good officer 

out on the street,” Joyce said.

Upon announcing his res-

ignation, Joyce received a gen-

erous deluge of gratitude on 

social media, which he found 

overwhelming.

“I’ve read, as of this morn-

ing, all 294 comments,” he 

said last Friday. “But hitting 

‘Like’ doesn’t do justice to how 

appreciative I am.”

In addition to the commu-

nity support, Joyce was im-

mensely appreciative of his 

family.

“There are four people I 

want to say thank you to most 

importantly and that’s my wife 

Robin and my kids Sarah, 

Chelsie and Chase,” he said. “I 

don’t know how to say thank 

you to everybody. The citizens 

of Cottage Grove have treated 

me, my wife and kids fantastic 

for 22 years.”

Though Joyce is planning 

to “take a breath” as he begins 

his retirement, he intends on 

remaining active in the com-

munity.

“It took a long time to not 

say, ‘We’re from Nyssa,’” he 

said. “But Cottage Grove is 

our home.”
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Cottage Grove police officer Chris Joyce with his grandson Dayton. Joyce was an assistant coach with

Cottage Grove High School’s football and wrestling programs.
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SEACOAST ENTERTAINMENT ASSOCIATION
PRESENTS

Florence Events Center

Reserved Seating Tickets: $35 • Youth/Students Under 18: $10

541.997.1994  Buy Tickets Online www.SeacoastEA.org

Saturday, January 11th • 7:00 pm
Pre-concert talk 6:15 pm

Performing a diverse range of repertoire
that includes classical, pop, and rock

ALEXANDER

BOLDACHEV

We know a thing or two 

because we’ve seen a thing or two. 

#SeenItCoveredIt.

Jim Goodling - Mike Grant
330 OR-99 Suite C • Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-942-0165

Open Daily 11am for 
Complimentary Tasting

942-1364  www.saginawvineyard.com

6 to 9 pm  ||  No Cover Charge

Live Music Every Friday

Jan 10  • The Fiddlin’ Big Sue Band
Suegrass

Jan 17 • Heavy Chevy Lite
Classic Rock

Jan 24 • Richie G & Ma Beat
Americana, Country & Folk

Call Today

541.942.3325
cgsentinel.com

“Your 1 stop place to buy & sell real estate in the region”

Real Estate Insurance Package!

Normal price is $45 for 4 issues, insurance is only $5.

Cottage Grove Sentinel Introduces...

GUARANTEED
HOME SALES

* Nov’18-Jan.’19 **Must be paid at time of placement

Weekly feature for an additional $20/per week
limit one listing

Sentinel
Cottage Grove

Phone and Internet Discounts  
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Oregon Public Utility Commission designated 
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications 
Carrier within its service area for universal service 
purposes. CenturyLink’s basic local service rates 
for residential voice lines are $18.48-$19.48 per 
month and business services are $26.00-$30.00 
per month. Specific rates will be provided upon 
request.

CenturyLink participates in a government benefit 
program (Lifeline) to make residential telephone or 
broadband service more affordable to eligible low-
income individuals and families.  Eligible customers 
are those that meet eligibility standards as defined 
by the FCC and state commissions. Residents 
who live on federally recognized Tribal Lands 
may qualify for additional Tribal benefits if they 
participate in certain additional federal eligibility 
programs.  The Lifeline discount is available for 
only one telephone or qualifying broadband service 
per household, which can be either a wireline or 
wireless service.  Broadband speeds must be 20 
Mbps download and 3 Mbps upload or faster to 
qualify. 

A household is defined for the purposes of the 
Lifeline program as any individual or group of 
individuals who live together at the same address 
and share income and expenses.  Lifeline service is 
not transferable, and only eligible consumers may 
enroll in the program.  Consumers who willfully 
make false statements in order to obtain Lifeline 
telephone or broadband service can be punished 
by fine or imprisonment and can be barred from 
the program.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please call 
1-855-954-6546 or visit centurylink.com/lifeline 
with questions or to request an application for the 
Lifeline program.

541-942-4415 • 2775 Row River Road • bradschevy.com

Our People Really Make The Difference!

Any service with coupon
Schedule your appointment Today!

Not Valid on any service Exceeding $100 • Expires 01-31-20
Not valid with any other offer.

15% OFF

OPEN
11AM TO 10PM

EVERYDAY

 BEST WINGS 

AROUND!
6 sauce variations

View our menu online.

To-Go Orders Welcome

541-636-3692
85944 Hwy 99S

Goshen, OR

frenchysgoshen.com

Congratulations! to our

Employee
of the Month

Maria Lepe

1425 Daugherty Ave. • Cottage Grove • 541-942-0054

Resident of the Month

 Sharon Montana

For the month of December, 2019

Joyce                   from A1


