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counties in our office help-
ing us”

In response to the car-
nage, emergency services
became inundated with
calls and incidents.

From Monday to Thurs-
day the week of the storm,
calls totaled at 44 welfare
checks, 60 fire or medical
and 10 burglary alarm re-
sponses. In all, 328 emer-
gency and 875 non-emer-
gency calls came in,
bloating the phone lines to
two or three times the nor-
mal amount.

Power companies
scrambled to respond to
a high volume of inqui-
ries and outage reports.
By the morning of Feb.
25, Cottage Grove was
completely without power
save for those with gen-
erators. The city’s main
electricity provider, Pacif-
ic Power, reported more
than 3,300 Cottage Grove
customers affected by the
power outages and 44,000
throughout its coverage
area, though the company’s
power was fully restored by
the end of the week.

City officials have been
pleased with public and
private responses to the
emergency so far.

“Id like to say good job
to the city staff who have
been working through
this,” said Mayor Jeff Gow-
ing. “For those of us who've
been here since ’69, I hav-
en't seen anything worse
until this one. It's not as
bad as that one, but pretty
close”

Buch hoped to see great-
er emergency preparedness
grow from this event.

“This is a great learn-
ing lesson for not only the
county but all communi-
ties throughout the affect-
ed areas,” she said. “To go
back to the table and say,
“This is where we did great.
This is where we need im-

provement and let’s move
through those steps be-
cause this could be much,
much worse in the future
and we need to be ready”

Flooding prompts

area evacuations
(Originally printed
April 10, 2019)

Level 3 evacuation no-
tices were issued Sunday
evening to residents within
the 100-year floodplains of
the Row River and Coast
Fork of the Willamette as
intense rainfall over the
weekend increased fears of
area flooding.

The Level 3 notices warn
that danger is current or
imminent and citizens
should evacuate immedi-
ately.

“If you choose to ignore
this advisement, you must
understand that emer-
gency services may not
be available to assist you
further;” the Lane County
Sherift’s Office wrote in a
Facebook post. “DO NOT
delay leaving to gather any
belongings or make efforts
to protect your home.”

Historic rates of water
were released from Dore-
na Reservoir Sunday night
to prevent overflow of the
reservoir. By midnight, the
reservoir was reportedly
releasing 8,000 cubic feet
per second (cfs), match-
ing the amount released in
Cottage Grove’s last major
flood in 1996.

As  rainfall  tapered
through Monday, the re-
lease rate was slated to
drop to 7,500 cfs, though
concerns of snow melts
had threatened to put that
number at a record-break-
ing 10,000 cfs.

While Cottage Grove ex-
perienced some flooding
in areas within city limits,
heavier inundation oc-
curred around the edges of
the city and outlying areas.

Riverstone Mobile Home
Park, a community of resi-
dents 55 or older, received

AUDITIONS!

RISE OF THE QUEENS - A MUSICAL
Written & Directed by Hal Holbrook

AUDTIONS ON SAT. JAN. 4TH @ 1PM
ALL AGES - Be prepared to sing a group folk song.
OPAL CENTER FOR ARTS & EDUCATION
513 E. Main St. Cottage Grove
For more info, call 541-623-0513

of who can help and who
needs help”

For her part, Scanlon
has found the past month
eye-opening.

“Personally, I need a bet-
ter go-kit,” Scanlon said. “If
I’'m going to live by a river, I
need to be better prepared”

Walls raised on

first tiny house
(Originally printed
May 1, 2019)
Members of Presbyteri-
an Women helped hoist the
first wall in Cottage Village
last week, marking a new
milestone in the tiny house
project at 1430 E. Madison
Ave.
“This isn’t the answer to
our housing crisis, but it’s
definitely a start,” said

DAMIEN SHERWOOD/COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL
Community members raised the first wall of the tiny house project into position
last April. See TINY 7A
evacuation. She estimated
about 65 or 70 residents
were impacted or forced
to evacuate their homes

an evacuation notice from
South Lane County Fire
and Rescue Sunday night
as flooding crept through

the parK’s streets and up to
homes.

Community managers
hurried to notify residents
with the help of the fire de-
partment.

“We went door-to-door
to every home,” said man-
ager Lee Wege of the 125-
unit park. “We're extremely
grateful to the fire depart-
ment.”

Shoreview Meadows Co-
operative, a resident-run
community along the Row
River, received the Level 3
evacuation notice Sunday
night.

“On the spaces that are
bordering the river, its
lapping at their doorstep,”
said resident Janice Scan-
lon, who moved to Cottage
Grove a year ago.

In response to the notice,
Scanlon helped organize an

Sunday night, though they
were given no instruction
on where to go as shelters
had not been fully estab-
lished.

By 10 p.m. Sunday night,
American Red Cross re-
ceived notice and began
setting up a shelter at the
Cottage Grove Communi-
ty Center, housing about 40
people through the night.

The flooding makes for
the second natural disaster
to shake the Cottage Grove
area in five weeks, prompt-
ing some renewed talk of
emergency preparedness.

“After the snowstorm, we
started talking about mak-
ing a list of those who are
medically vulnerable,” said
Joi Adair, another resident
of Shoreview Meadows
Cooperative. “And so kind
of putting together a list

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service
Reasonable Rates ¢ All Work Guaranteed

EATING & AIR CONDITIONIN

$11

We’ll make sure your system is running effectively and efficiently.
Call for details and an appointment today,
and beat the winter rush!
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

www.jamesheating.com
115 Lawrence St., Eugene, OR 97401
CCB #47396
Bus. (541) 461-2101 * Fax: (541) 686-4820

* Limited-time offer. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

Don’t forget to

our future
generations.

Vew Weanories
New Possibilities

write down your
holiday traditions
and memories for
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COTTAGE GROVE
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
700 Gibbs Ave.

P.O. Box 388
Cottage Grove, OR 97424
541-942-9570
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AUTHORIZED DEALER

WE HAVE SANDBAGS!
WE HAVE ICE MELT!

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!
79149 N. River Road

Medicare/Part A/
Part B/ Plan G/
Part C/ Part D/

Advantage Plans??

Confused or Curious
call Fred @
541-729-8853

Choice Insurance Agency

Commercial and Residential

SITE DEVELOPMENT

¢ Excavation, Clearing, Grading

¢ Rock Hauling

¢ Residential Building Pads and Driveways

¢ Trenching
e Commercial Site Work
¢ Demolition

- Over 25 Years of Construction Experience -
For Inquiries or a Free Estimate

Visit Us Online at www.nwcbuilders.com

Give Eric a Call
(541) 802-9245
Find us on @@
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Over 30 years of experience

Thank you to all

our wonderful customers

COFFEE your business in 2019.
e Mark and the crew
wish you all a

happy and healthy

New Year!
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Serving Lane & North Douglas Counties

541-735-0089

ccb# 217560
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View our menu online,
To-Go Orders Welcome

541-636-3692

UP TO 20% OFF

POWER LAWN & GARDEN

85944 Hwy 99S
Goshen, OR NEW YEAR
frenchysgoshen.com TOOL SAVINGS
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Hours: Mon :

118 Gateway Blvd., Cottage Grove (Next to Bi-Mart) ® 541-942-7377



