
March 31.

“Our patients remain 

our top priority, and we 

are committed to sup-

porting them during this 

transition,” a PeaceHealth 

representative said.

PeaceHealth has con-

firmed it will continue to 

accept plans from Moda 

Health, PacificSource, 

Providence, Regence and 

United.

PeaceHealth first start-

ed providing Medicare 

Advantage plans with 

Health Net back in 2004 

and with Trillium in 2012.

In April, a rift devel-

oped between Peace-

Health and the insurers 

when PeaceHealth stated 

it would not renew its 

contract with the com-

panies. The details of the 

split were not clear.

“As a normal course 

of business, PeaceHealth 

regularly reviews its pay-

er relationships to ensure 

patients receive the high-

est levels of care,” said 

PeaceHealth in a state-

ment to The Sentinel. “Af-

ter a careful discernment 

process, PeaceHealth 

made changes to its 2020 

insurance plan contracts 

as part of our ongoing 

strategy to partner with 

health plans that more 

closely align with our 

mission and values.”

In anticipation of the 

changeover, PeaceHealth 

has mailed letters to pa-

tients and is offering a 

dedicated Medicare In-

surance Helpline at 866-

391-7750 where patients 

can speak with licensed 

agents who represent 

PeaceHealth-accepted 

Medicare plans in 2020.

PeaceHealth told The 

Sentinel that agents are 

also available by appoint-

ment at various locations 

or even at patients’ homes 

if required.

The potential impact of 

the break from Trillium 

– a major insurance pro-

vider in the region – on 

local resources remains 

unclear.

Senior & Disability Ser-

vices, a Eugene-based so-

cial services organization, 

could not provide details.

“At this time we have 

no comment on that mat-

ter as we have ongoing 

relationships with both 

offices and it would be in-

appropriate to comment,” 

said a representative from 

the organization.

Local mental health 

service South Lane Men-

tal Health did not respond 

to a request for comment.

For Medicaid Oregon 

Health Plan (OHP) cover-

age, PeaceHealth told The 

Sentinel that all clinics and 

hospitals in Lane Coun-

ty are accepting Pacific-

Source Coordinated Care 

Organizations (CCO) and 

all PeaceHealth hospitals 

in Lane County will still 

accept Trillium CCO in 

2020. 

Residents with OHP 

may still switch for any 

reason until Mar. 31 by 

calling 877-647-0027 or 

visiting ohp.oregon.gov.

PeaceHealth resourc-

es and an updated list of 

2020 Medicare plans ac-

cepted by PeaceHealth 

can be found at peace-

health.org/medicare.

2017 — that number was 
still less than 2 percent of 
all automobile sales in the 
country.

Until now, virtually all 
ODOT repairs and mainte-
nance projects are funded 
through the imposition of 
taxes at the gas pump. This 
means that cars that do not 
use fossil fuel are using Or-
egon roads without paying 
for the upkeep of those 
roads through fuel taxes. 

For many car buyers, the 
idea of making even a small 
difference in lowering car-
bon emissions lies at the 
base of the decision to buy 
an alternate fuel vehicle. 

While the initial pur-
chase of EVs is higher than 
their gasoline powered 
counterparts, the savings 
after purchase are signif-
icant due to traditional 
long-term fuel costs being 
much higher than electri-
cal costs. There are also 
tax incentives in place to 
encourage EV purchases.
There are more than 1.2 
million EVs on American 
roads this year, in compar-
ison to less than 50,000 a 
decade ago. It is unclear 
whether hikes in the cost 
to register an EV will di-
minish the growing public 
appetite for the cars.

“Drivers of more ef-
ficient vehicles will pay 
more to register and re-
new their tags so they 
contribute more for use 
of the roads,” ODOT said 
in a public statement re-
leased last month. “That’s 
because these drivers are 
contributing much less (or 
nothing) in fuels tax while 
driving just as much.”

This argument was 
persuasive during the de-
bates surrounding HB 
2017, with the bill passing 
thanks to support from 
members of both parties 
on a final vote of 39 to 20.

Oregon currently has 
approximately 27,000 EVs 
registered. All these ve-
hicles will be eligible to 
join a program designed 
to lower the higher reg-
istration fees for 2020 — 
OReGo, a mileage pay-
ment and reimbursement 
system, approved by the 
legislature’s passage of HB 
2018, which was designed 
to allow owners of EVs to 
pay the increase in regis-
tration fees over time.

OReGO also permits 
drivers to monitor their 
mileage and pay the 1.7 
cents per mile ODOT has 
determined is the proper 
usage rate for roads and 
highways in the state. Par-
ticipation in the OReGo 
program requires drivers 

to sign up on the website, 
providing a digital pay-
ment method and Vehi-
cle Identification Num-
bers (VIN). There are 
also GPS-enabled options 
available through two of 
the vendors contracted by 
the state to participate in 
the OReGo program.

According to ODOT, 
“Vehicle registration fees, 
title fees and other motor 
vehicle-related fees, such 
as fuels taxes and motor 
carriers’ weight-mile tax-
es, are set by the legislature 
and help support Oregon’s 
transportation system — 
statewide and at the local 
levels. The increased fees 
are part of the major fund-
ing package to improve 
our state’s transportation 
system and to strengthen 
our economy.”

Beginning Jan. 1, ve-
hicle registration fees are 
increasing based primari-
ly on the combined MPG 
rating determined by the 
DMV’s VIN decoding 
software. This software 
will assign mileage rates 
for each vehicle registered 
in the state.

Passenger vehicles are 
eligible for two- or four-
year registration. 

The new fees for regis-

tering a vehicle are:

• Passenger Registration 

0-19 mpg: $122/$244
• Passenger Registration 

20-39 mpg: $132/$264
• Passenger Registration 

40 + mpg and not enrolled 
in OReGo: $152/$304

• Passenger Registration 
40 + mpg and enrolled in 
OReGo: $86/$172

• Passenger Registration 
Electric and not enrolled 
in OReGo: $306/$612

• Passenger Registration 
Electric and enrolled in 
OReGo: $86/$172

Hybrid and electric ve-
hicles generally fall into 
the following categories:

• Plug-in electric vehi-
cles: Any car that runs at 
least partially on battery 
power and is charged us-
ing electricity.

• Battery electric vehi-
cles: Run entirely on an 
electric motor and re-
chargeable battery. This 
is also referred to as an 
all-electric vehicle.

• Plug-in hybrid elec-
tric vehicles: Combine 
two propulsion modes in 
one vehicle. They have 
an electric motor and re-
chargeable battery but can 
switch to gasoline once the 
battery power is depleted.

• Hybrid Electric vehi-
cles: Use a gasoline engine 
with an electric motor. Al-
though these vehicles have 
an electric motor and bat-
tery, they don’t plug in to 

be recharged.
All these types of vehi-

cles will be subject to the 
change in the registration 
fee structure that will take 
effect on Jan. 1.

Some increases will 
be due to the new mile-
age-based formula for reg-
istration and others will 
be based on the EV fee 
requirements of the new 
Transportation Funding 
Bill.

Oregon is not the only 
state to create an alternate 
manner to compensate for 
the reduction in gas tax 
revenues, as 20 other states 
have enacted a similar spe-
cial electric vehicle regis-
tration fee.

For more information 
on the changes to the reg-
istration structure, which 
also includes minimal in-
creases in other ODOT 
fees, see Oregon.gov.
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“Partners in History”

Cottage Grove Genealogical Society

700 Gibbs Ave. • P.O. Box 388
Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-942-9570

WE HAVE SANDBAGS!

Family owned and operated for over 47 years.

541-942-4664

LANDSCAPE AND 

BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!
79149 N. River Road 119 South 6th St, Cottage Grove

541-942-0505

The Flower Basket
and Gift Boutique

*Excludes candy, plants, fresh fl owers.
No adjustments for prior purchases.

EVERYTHING 

50% OFF
until New Years Eve!!*

Ornaments, Purses, Clothing, 

Jewelry and More.

OPEN
11AM TO 10PM

EVERYDAY

 BEST WINGS 

AROUND!
6 sauce variations

View our menu online.

To-Go Orders Welcome

541-636-3692
85944 Hwy 99S

Goshen, OR

frenchysgoshen.com

Quality Cleaning
Certifi ed Green

Carpet Cleaning 

Specialists

541-942-0420

Open Daily 11am for 
Complimentary Tasting

942-1364  www.saginawvineyard.com

6 to 9 pm  ||  No Cover Charge

Live Music Every Friday

Dec 27 • The Huckleberrys
Country, Bluegrass

Jan 3 • Lonesome Randall
Old Rock

Jan 10 • The Fiddlin’ Big Sue Band
Suegrass

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm  | Sat 9am-6pm 

118 Gateway Blvd., Cottage Grove (Next to Bi-Mart) • 541-942-7377

Find savings 

throughout

the store 
to start the

New Year off right.

I know life doesn’t come with a 

schedule. That’s why at State Farm 

you can always count on me for 

whatever you need – 24/7, 365.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.

CALL ME TODAY.

Anytime.
Anywhere.
Any day...
That’s when you can count 
on State Farm®.

1101198.1

Matt Bjornn, Agent

www.bjornninsurance.com

Medicare/Part A/ 

Part B/ Plan G/ 

Part C/ Part D/ 

Advantage Plans??  

Confused or Curious 

call Fred @

541-729-8853

Choice Insurance Agency

541.485.1151

www.laneelectric.com 

Prepare your home for  
a warm and cozy winter.  

Visit our webpage for  
home weatherization and  

energy saving tips!

Break                   from A1

FEES                   from A1


