
The First Annual “Art in 
the Grove – Holiday Art 
Sale” will be featuring 10 
artists for the inaugural 
event in Cottage Grove. 

This event was con-
ceived and planned by lo-
cal artist, Paula Goodbar, 
along with the Cottage 
Events Venue owner Kim 
Still. 

The idea was to have a 
collection of artists show-
ing their art in Cottage 
Grove to provide a unique 
and artful shopping expe-
rience for the more rural 
communities. 

Art in the Grove will be 
bringing a new shopping 
experience to Cottage 
Grove as well as to Cre-
swell, Drain, Lorane and 
other rural communities 
by providing a place to 
shop that is closer to home 
and won’t have to worry 
about traffic, parking and 
crowds.  

Art in the Grove will be 
a place to shop for unique 
and meaningful gifts that 
will appeal to all tastes and 
budgets. It will provide an 
opportunity to view art up 
close and to get to know 
the artists while finding 
unique and meaningful 
gifts that are not mass pro-
duced. 

There will be a wide 
range of art that includes 
oil paintings, acryl-
ic paintings, watercolor 
paintings, photography, 
collage, jewelry, scarves, 
weavings and more. 

There will be a nice se-
lection of wall art as well 
as functional art from 
which to choose. 

Artists include: Kyla 
Corbett, Glenn Dow,  
Paula Goodbar, Don Gus-
tavson, Rex Hunnel, Sue 
Hunnel, Demetra Kalams, 
Susan Klein, Janet Nelson 
and David CP Placencia.

This holiday art sale will 
also have warm beverages, 
wine and plenty of snacks 
along with live music at 
various times throughout 
the event to create a wel-
coming and non-hurried 
experience. 

Art in the Grove will be 
happening this Saturday, 
Dec. 14, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 15, 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Cottage Events Venue, 
located at 2915 Row River 
Road.

• Everyone attending the 
Lorane Grange Christmas 
Dinner and Open House on 
Sunday had a great time., 
with good food and plenty 
of laughter. For those who 
missed it, we hope to see 
you next year.

• Our community has 
suffered another loss. Don-
na Moore’s service will be at 
Lorane Christian Church 

this Friday, Dec. 13, begin-
ning at 2 p.m. Then it will 
be down to the Grange af-
terward around 3 p.m. to 
share time with the family.

• This Saturday, Dec. 14, 
Lorane Rural Arts presents 
another movie for your 
enjoyment in its “Around 
the World” series. It is a 
delightful film with awards 
for “Best British Film,” 
Academy Awards for “Best 
Actress” “Best Picture” and 
named one of the “Best 
films of 2015.” Soup supper 

begins at 6 p.m. To make 
the evening even more de-
lightful, the Thursday Ukes 
will play some sing-alongs 
to warm the audience up 
for the film. Come enjoy a 
special evening out in Lo-
rane. 

• Need some extra baked 
goods for your holiday 
events? Come out on Mon-
day, Dec. 16, to the Rebekah 
Lodge.  Their delicious 
bake sale is from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Remember: The ear-
lier the better because their 
goodies go fast!

• The Lorane Fire De-
partment Volunteers have 
their annual Christmas 
Dinner on Monday eve-
ning, Dec. 16, at Lorane 

Grange.
• Christmas boxes are 

out in all organizations and 
filling.  Those coming out 
to any event at the grange, 
remember to bring canned 
or non-perishables to help. 
All of this helps those less 
fortunate in our communi-
ty have a better Christmas. 
The Angel Trees still have 
tags, so grab a tag and help 
a child have a wonderful 
Christmas.

• As you hurry here and 
there, please watch the 
passing lanes and blind 
corners. Too many people 
are speeding and passing in 
horrible spots. Near misses 
too many times.  Please, be 
more careful.

‘Art in the Grove’ holiday event to debut Saturday
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I 
do not just write about pets and miracles, I live 

a life “filled with miracles” and am the author of 

“Expect Miracles” and “A Christmas Filled with 

Miracles.”

Here is my favorite miracle wrapped beautiful-

ly in Holiday Spirit. Christmas Eve 40 years ago my 

husband, Howard, and I prepared for an unusual — 

possibly depressing — Christmas holiday because 

my stepfather, Jim, had terminal cancer. But never in 

a million Christmases did we expect to end up im-

mersed in a miracle.

At the time, as newlyweds living of Vancouver Is-

land in Canada, we had to take the ferry from Nanai-

mo to reach mainland Vancouver and my parents’ 

home. Along with the usual assortment of luggage 

and Christmas gifts, we also packed our “traveling 

trouble-adors” Channel and Camelot, Shaded Silver 

Persian cats whose fluffy, white winter coats resem-

bled the cuffs on Santa’s red jacket. For our listening 

pleasure they meowed their way to our holiday des-

tination.

I was the first to awaken on Christmas morning, the 

most magical day for children everywhere. Everyone 

else in the household was still peacefully asleep, so 

even though it was only 7 a.m. I decided to call my 

best friend, Rita, back on Vancouver Island. After all, 

her giggling children would have awakened her hours 

ago. 

“Hello,” she answered in a weak, crackly voice. 

“Rita, are you all right?” I asked. 

“Who is this?” a total stranger replied.

Oh-Oh! Apparently, the busy holiday phone lines 

had crossed resulting in awakening an elderly woman. 

I apologized for waking her, to which she said, “Not to 

worry. It is nice to have someone to talk to, as I don’t 

have anything to do today, nor anyone to talk to.” 

No one is a stranger to me, so we began chatting.

I had phoned Rita on the Island, which is a long-dis-

tance number, so I was curious as to where this wom-

an lived. “Burnaby,” she said. Only 10 miles away!

Introducing herself, she said that her name was 

Faith and that she was an 80-year-old widow. Her 

husband Dick had passed and she did not have any 

children. She continued that she had no reason to get 

up, as she had no one to share Christmas with. She 

was glad I phoned and called it “A bit of a Christmas 

gift.” 

Faith and I talked for an hour. My mother awakened 

in the meantime, so I asked her if Faith could share 

Christmas dinner with us. Faith hung up the phone 

and hurriedly dressed to catch a bus for her visit. Lit-

tle did the bus driver or we know that he would really 

be delivering a Christmas miracle.

Excitedly anticipating the arrival of our mystery 

guest, our home’s atmosphere was transformed from 

doom and gloom into joy, with the delicious aroma of 

the holiday turkey wafting from the oven, all through 

the house.

I met our gift of Faith at the bus stop; we smiled at 

each other. As a child, I frequently rescued stray an-

imals, but this new rescue was much more fulfilling, 

resulting in a wonderful visit, sharing a delicious meal 

and lots of laughter. After dinner, Faith and I donned 

our coats in preparation to drive her home but we 

were sidetracked by a miracle so extraordinary that 

we are still in awe of it after all of these years.

Faith and my mother were saying their last farewells 

when my mother realized that we had not shared last 

names. My mother asked Faith, to which she replied, 

“Holden.”

“No!” my mother said, not understanding, “That’s 

our last name!”

What were the odds? The same last name and 

spelled the exact same way. What a miraculous, di-

vine, coincidence! Obliviously, the universe was say-

ing, “Family is not by birth alone, but also by divine 

appointment. We are all one.”

We sat down on the living room couch unprepared 

for even more as-yet-to-be-revealed surprises as Faith 

shared the story of her life. Her husband was from 

England, as was my stepfather, Jim, with both fami-

lies migrating to Winnipeg, Canada. Both Dick and 

Jim were the second of four children, with the same 

combination of brothers and sisters in the same birth 

order, and all of the siblings remaining childless after 

marriage. Faith and my mother had attended the same 

high school. An amazing list of coincidences, as if the 

two women were reading from identical books of life, 

reiterating one similar experience after another.

How was it possible to dial a long-distance number 

on Christmas morning, but end up connecting with 

a local person who needed us as much as we needed 

her? God obviously works overtime on Christmas. 

It is a Christmas and a miracle we will never forget! 

And the clincher: Faith revealed that her phone num-

ber is unlisted. 

May your holidays be magical, filled with miracles, 

family and friends. And if the holidays look dull cre-

ate some magic and memories for others.

PS: Now you know the “secret” behind naming my 

second miracle book, “A Christmas Filled With Mir-

acles”. We can all “Expect Miracles” which is the title 

of my first book. For autographed copies email me 

at AngelScribe@msn.com or http://angelscribe.com/

miraclebooks
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‘Holden’ a Christmas miracle

60% of smalled businesses 
close within 6 months 
of a cyber-attack.
Call today (541) 942-0555.
PayneWest.com/Cottage-Grove

6-day
weather forecast

Partly Cloudy

50° | 35°

Rain

45° | 35°

Rain

48° | 40°

Cloudy

49° | 40°

Rain

45° | 39°

Rain

47° | 38°

FRIDAY SATURDAY

SUNDAY MONDAY

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

LORANE NEWS

Contributed by 

Lil Thompson

for The Sentinel

DUSTIN TULLAR & RUSS OWENS 

541-942-8022  • COTTAGE GROVE

MAINTAINING YOUR VEHICLE AFFORDABLY

WE LIVE IN THE SAME TOWN WE WORK IN

“WE MAKE SHIFT HAPPEN!”

PRACTICING THE ART OF TRANSMISSION REPAIR SERVICE SINCE 1991

� Manual & Automatic 
Transmission Repair

� Tune ups
� 30-60-90K Services
� Brakes, belts, hoses and 

cooling system services
� Muffl ers & Custom Exhaust
� All makes and models.

AUTOMOTIVEAUTOMOTIVE

SPECIALTIESSPECIALTIES

Transmissions Plus &

www.automotivespecialties.biz


