
The City of Cottage 

Grove will be holding a 

ribbon cutting ceremony 

for the newly constructed 

J. Polk Currin Swinging 

Bridge on Saturday, Nov. 

30, at 10 a.m.  

The new suspension 

bridge replaces the previ-

ous bridge at that location 

which was closed in Sep-

tember 2016 after engineer 

inspections indicated the 

bridge was unsafe. 

The previous bridge, 

commonly known as “The 

Swinging Bridge,” but of-

ficially named the Currin 

Bridge, was built in 1965. 

The bridge was named after 

J. Polk Currin, an early res-

ident of Cottage Grove and 

one of the first three grad-

uates from Oregon State 

University. He was also a 

long-standing teacher and 

pioneer druggist. 

The bridge built in 1965 

was built to replace pre-

vious bridges constructed 

over the years at the ap-

proximate location, the first 

of which was constructed 

by Currin to allow mem-

bers of the community to 

have access to both sides of 

the Coast Fork Willamette 

River. The Cottage Grove 

City Council expanded the 

official name of the bridge 

to “J. Polk Currin Swinging 

Bridge” to differentiate the 

bridge from other bridg-

es that shared the Currin 

name.  

Hamilton Construction 

and the Ausland Group de-

signed and constructed the 

new bridge. Construction 

was completed Oct. 18, for 

a cost of about $804,000. 

The city received a grant 

from the Oregon Parks and 

Recreation Department’s 

Local Government Grant 

Program for $200,000, with 

community members rais-

ing nearly $18,000 through 

Friends of the Swinging 

Bridge fundraisers and the 

Roundup for the Bridge 

program on City Utility 

bills.  

For more information 

about the ribbon cutting 

or J. Polk Currin Swinging 

Bridge project, contact the 

City of Cottage Grove at 

541-942-5501.

The superintendent 

search had originally 

looked at a deadline of 

March to fi nd a permanent 

replacement for Sullivan, 

who had initially taken the 

position in an interim ca-

pacity May 2018.

Following Sullivan’s 

resignation, the board con-

sulted Steve Kelley, direc-

tor of board development 

and executive searches for 

the Oregon School Boards 

Association, who was al-

ready present at the meet-

ing.

Kelley provided the 

board with several options 

in how to proceed, includ-

ing two timeline choices 

for the search for Sulli-

van’s replacement.

In choosing a temporary 

replacement, Kelley pro-

duced the list of desired 

qualities and qualifi ca-

tions developed during 

the search for an interim 

superintendent last year, 

which resulted in the se-

lection of Sullivan.

Kelley made a distinc-

tion from the previous 

interim superintendent 

search, which looked for 

a candidate who could es-

tablish a solid foundation 

for moving forward in the 

wake of scandal.

“As I see it, [this candi-

date] is, ‘I bring you my 

superintendent experience 

and I’m going to rely on 

staff ... and help the board 

get through the next six 

months,’” he said.

The next interim su-

perintendent will serve 

until July 1, 2020, which 

is when the permanent su-

perintendent begins work.

Board members agreed 

that anyone taking the in-

terim position should be 

ineligible from applying 

for the permanent position.

The board was hesitant 

to choose a candidate from 

inside the already short-

staffed district and Kelley 

told the board he could 

provide a list of retired su-

perintendents.

Kelley and the board 

agreed that community 

input would be needed be-

fore adopting a list of qual-

ities and qualifi cations de-

sired in the new interim 

superintendent, one of the 

requirements before the 

board can conduct inter-

views in executive session.

“You could do it tonight. 

I think it meets the letter of 

the law, but I don’t think 

it meets the spirit of the 

law,” said Kelley.

After deliberation, the 

board voted to declare 

vacancy of Sullivan’s po-

sition and adopt the more 

expedient of the timeline 

choices, which would see 

a new interim superinten-

dent hired on Dec. 2, and 

modify the date of adopt-

ing a list of interim su-

perintendent qualities and 

qualifi cations to Nov. 11.

The special session in 

which the board adopted 

the qualities and qualifi -

cations occurred past The 

Sentinel’s press deadline.

Following the adoption 

of a list of qualities and 

qualifi cations, the adopted 

timeline calls for inter-

views to begin as early as 

Nov. 17 and a “top choice” 

candidate to be established 

by Nov. 25.
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541-726-7689
Eugene/Springfi eld

541-942-9635
Cottage Grove

OPEN
11AM-10PM
EVERYDAY

 HAPPY HOUR TIL 7PM!
$5 HAPPY HOUR 

BURGERS
3PM TO 6PM

View our menu online.
To-Go Orders Welcome

541-636-3692
85944 Hwy 99S

Goshen, OR
frenchysgoshen.com

1425 Daugherty | Cottage Grove
541-942-0054 | magnoliacampus.com

We are thankful for living and working in beautiful 
Cottage Grove. We’d love to meet you. 

Contact Linda for a tour: (541) 514-2485

With Gratitude in Our Hearts,
We Wish You a Very Happy Thanksgiving!

}{

OPAL CENTER FOR ARTS & EDUCATION

513 E. Main St. Cottage Grove

For more info, call  541-623-0513

Cinema Guild Presents: 

Cheap Thrills
Saturday, November 16, 7:00p.m.

All Ages, Donations Accepted

Cheap Thrills is a colorful collection of 

opportunity to view two reels of rare cartoons 

works of Winsor McCay, Earl Hurd, Walt Disney, 

E.C. Segar, Paul Terry, Friz Freleng, Otto Foky, 

Norman McLaren and many others.

Open Daily 11am for 
Complimentary Tasting

942-1364  www.saginawvineyard.com

Nov 8 • Widespread Haze
Rock-n-Roll

Nov 22 • The Fiddlin’ Big Sue Band
Suegrass

Nov 29 • Jackie Jae & Jason Cowsill
Acoustic Folk-Rock

6 to 9 pm  ||  No Cover Charge

Live Music Every Friday

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm  | Sat 9am-6pm 

118 Gateway Blvd., Cottage Grove (Next to Bi-Mart) • 541-942-7377

PRICES VALID NOV 14TH THRU NOV 27TH

Up to 40% OFF
Select Appliances

Up To 50% OFF
HOT DEALS

MEDICARE OPEN 

ENROLLMENT IS 

NOW THRU 

DEC 7TH 

FOR 2020
 

Choice Insurance Agency
Fred Owre – Agent/Owner

 

541.729.8853
Email:  owre@oip.net

HOME PRIDE
Painting and Repair  LLC

Over 30 years of experience

Schedule Now
For Spring Exterior Repairs

Call us for a Free Quote!

“We do Christmas Lights, 

home repairs and decks!

$50-$200 Off Interior Painting

Scheduled by Dec. 13, 2019

Serving Lane & North Douglas 

Counties

541-735-0089
ccb# 217560

I know life doesn’t come with a 

schedule. That’s why at State Farm 

you can always count on me for 

whatever you need – 24/7, 365.

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.

CALL ME TODAY.

Anytime.
Anywhere.
Any day...
That’s when you can count 
on State Farm®.

1101198.1

Matt Bjornn, Agent

www.bjornninsurance.com

541-942-4664

LANDSCAPE AND

BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!
79149 N. River Road

ORDER TODAY!
Many styles, sizes and

Colors to choose from

Family owned and operated for over 49 years.

SLSD                   from A1
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The J. Polk Currin Swinging Bridge was closed in September 2016 due to struc-

tural concerns. Following its final repairs, it will officially be dedicated Nov. 30. 

‘Swinging Bridge’ ribbon cutting ceremony to be held Nov. 30


