
about the carbon foot-
print of each individual.

EcoGeneration began 
two and a half years ago 
as a simple Facebook page 
created to share informa-
tion and ideas about sus-
tainable ways of living.

Then plastics became 
an issue.

Until last year, coun-
tries worldwide had relied 
heavily on China for their 
plastics recycling. A Chi-
nese ban in January 2018 
on the import of plastics, 
however, has forced lo-
cal governments and or-
ganizations to scramble 
for solutions as domestic 
plastics have piled up in 
landfills or getting incin-
erated.

As Gardiepy’s Face-
book page grew in pop-
ularity, he began getting 
actively involved in more 
conservation and recy-
cling efforts such as lo-
cal and countywide litter 
pick-ups.

“In this last litter pick-
up, I picked up the bike 
path behind Safeway,” 
Gardiepy said. “We got 
24 pounds of garbage and 
only seven pounds went 
to the landfill.”

This was due in large 
part to Gardiepy’s pur-

chase of services with the 
recycling company Terra-
Cycle.

“At that point I said, 
‘You know what? It makes 
sense to pay to recycle 
them,’” he said. “Most 
people don’t realize that 
recycling is an expensive 

endeavor.”
Lane County has pre-

viously tried to address 
plastics by holding two 
plastic roundups, the last 
of which attracted 1,043 
vehicles. As many were 
left idling their engines 
during the wait - essen-

tially working against the 
county’s environmen-
tally-conscious efforts - 
county officials decided 
this summer to replace 
the roundup model with 
community collectors.

Gardiepy saw a place 
for EcoGeneration.

Now operating with a 
staff of about 20 people, 
EcoGeneration has be-
come an incorporated 
nonprofit in the State of 
Oregon and is pursuing a 
501(c)(3) status.

In this, the group has 
launched its first Recy-
cling Take-Back program 
as a community collector, 
though not without help.

Prior to the adoption of 
the community collector 
model, city staff worker 

Shauna Neigh had be-
come fed up with the lack 
of recycling options.

“I kind of started out 
as a citizen who was 
frustrated because my 
recycling was not being 
picked up,” she said.

Neigh joined a master 
recycling course and be-
gan getting involved in 
educational and collec-
tion efforts at the South 
Valley Farmers Market 
early this summer

When the county’s 
community collectors 
model came along, Neigh 
signed up and ran into 
Gardiepy.

“I kind of hijacked her 
tent space,” said Gardiepy.
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Master recycler Shauna Neigh (left) and EcoGeneration founder David Gardiepy 

separate plastics over the weekend using storage space loaned by the city.
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$500 SHOPPING SPREE
at any of the following businesses.

Use all or part at one or several businesses
Contest Runs October 2 - October 31

Winner will be announced in the November 6 Cottage Grove Sentinel
To enter cut out the entry form and drop them off at the businesses for the drawing.

Brad's Chevrolet
Name: ___________________________________
Address: _________________________________
________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________

541-942-4415 • 2775 Row River Road • bradschevy.com

Our People Really Make The Difference!

Service • Parts
Detailing

7 Certified GM Technicians

Open Saturdays

Homestead Furniture
Name: ___________________________________
Address: _________________________________
________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________

Territorial Seed Company Store
Name: ___________________________________
Address: _________________________________
________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________

Sears
Name: ___________________________________
Address: _________________________________
________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________

    

    

       

NO CREDIT REQUIRED

Lease & Take It Home Today

With Low Payments

Apply in Store Today!!

*age and income requirements apply

Cascade Home Center
Name: ___________________________________
Address: _________________________________
________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________

(541) 942-1301
    

&
(541) 895-4166

    

   
& Equipment Rental

One  Entry per family per 
business per week. 

Must be 18 years old to play.
No purchase necessary. 

No copies of the entry 
form will be accepted.

Cottage Grove Sentinel Employees 

and their families, advertisers & their employees, 

 and previous winners are not eligible to enter.

Love it

Own it!

OPAL Halloween: 
Psychopath Monologues

A crazy, creepy, funny evening of serial killers, 

movie characters, and TV theme songs.

Thurs. Oct. 31 • Fri. Nov. 01 • Sat. Nov. 02

Fri. Nov. 08 • Sat. Nov. 09

Tickets available on-line: opalcentercg.org 

or at The Crafty Mercantile

—————:—————

OPAL CENTER FOR ARTS & EDUCATION

513 E. Main St. Cottage Grove

For more info, call  541-623-0513

Your Party goes HERE!

2915 Row River Rd.
cottageevents.com 
541-942-6888

The perfect place to celebrate! Birthdays, weddings, 

baby bumps, anniversaries, family reunions,

holidays and so much more... 

Schedule your 

Holiday Party 

Now!

FREE Special Event

DEMENTIA SUPPORT

Learn the symptoms of DEMENTIA, including 

ALZHEIMER’S, and learn how to support loved ones and 

friends who live with dementia.

Wednesday October 23rd – 6:30 p.m.
For more information call:

Linda LaZar (541) 942-0054

1425 Daugherty Ave • Cottage Grove
Refreshments will be served

Recycle                   from A1

See ECO 11A


