Things to consider befo

A warm fire can make even the coldest winter day more
enjoyable. Fireplaces may not get much use in spring or
summer, but come late fall and throughout the winter, the
fireplace can be a great place for families to gather.

Before fireplace season hits full swing, homeowners might
want to brush up on a few fireplace facts so they can safely
enjoy nights spent sitting by the crackling flames.

The Chimney Safety Institute of America advises home-
owners with fireplaces to hire a CSIA-certified chimney
sweep to clean their fireplaces. After a lengthly period of
non-use, various issues could be affecting the chimney,
many of which might not be noticeable to an untrained
eye. Professional, certified chimney sweeps have extensive
knowledge of fireplaces, making them valuable resources
who can let homeowners know if any safety issues devel-
oped since fireplaces were last used. The National
Protection Agency recommends that chimneys be swept at
least once per year.

A full inspection of the chimney might be in order as well.
Chimney service technicians will conduct thorough exam-
inations of readily accessible portions of the chimney
exterior and interior and accessible portions of the appli-
ance and the chimney con-
nection.  The CSIA recom-
mends that homeowners who
plan to use their chimneys as
they have in the past request a
Level 1 inspection, which will
examine the soundness of the
chimney structure and flue as
well as the basic appliance
installation and connections.
Technicians also will verify if
the chimney is free of
obstruction and combustible
deposits.

Homeowners also should
inspect their chimney damp-

fire this winter

ers before lighting their first fires of the season. Dampers
should open and close smoothly. If not, a service techni-
cian can help fix or replace the damper.

Firewood is another thing homeowners must consider
before lighting their first fires of the season. The CSIA says
that well-seasoned firewood works best, noting that wood
that is not well-seasoned will produce more smoke than
heat. In addition, the home improvement resource This
Old House recommends using dense wood that’s been split
and stored in a high and dry
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Choosing the right wood, making sure its well-seasoned
and having a chimney professionally cleaned can reduce
the risk of a creosote-related chimney fire. A Level 1
inspection should determine if there are potentially dan-
gerous levels of creosote deposits in the chimney.

Before nestling up to a fireplace this winter, homeowners
should consider a host of factors and safety measures to
ensure their fireplaces are safe and ready for the season

ahead.

place for at least six months.
Oak is an example of dense
wood that, when stored prop-
erly, can make for an enjoyable
fireplace experience. Avoid
softwoods like pine. Pine can
produce a lot of creosote,
which is a byproduct of wood
combustion. Creosote is high-
ly flammable, and as it builds
up in a chimney, the risk for a
chimney fire increases.
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BRING YOUR MOWER IN NOW AND SAVE $89
PLUS AVOID THE LONG WAIT!

MCE .
; SPECIAL ONLY........-

MOST BRANDS. Includes: Check Compression and Ignition - Complete
lCarburetor Service - Oil Change - Service Filter & Cables - Sharpen & Balance
Rotary Blade - Install New Spark Plug - Start and Adjust Carburetor - Check
| over Completely! (walk-behind only)
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Expires 1/15/20

Call Us About Your
Riding Mower

541-344-6992

J 1035 Conger ° Eugene

Behind the old Burger King
I cascadegardenequip.com

Open Mon. - Fri. 8-5
Pickup & Delivery Available
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When it can be smart to hire a painting pro

Few things can revitalize a home more readily than a fresh
coat of paint.

Thanks in part to the affordability of paint and its ease of
application, painting is something that even novice DIYers
can typically handle. According to the marketing advice
guru Brandon Gaille, it is estimated that residential inte-
rior paint only lasts around three years before it needs to
be updated. Exterior paint can fade, chip and peel due to
various environmental factors. As a result, many homes
can likely use a fresh coat of paint in at least one room.
As DIY-friendly as painting can be, when attempting to
paint the interior or exterior of their homes, homeowners
may learn that some painting projects are best left to the
professionals. Painting requires skill, patience and a
knowledge of how various paints — including finishes for
particular applications — will hold up. Novice painters
may do more harm than good by dripping paint on expen-
sive carpeting or floors or fail to recognize the nuances
that indicate a spot-on painting job.

Professional painters have spent hours upon hours learn-
ing the ropes of what works — and what does not. Painters
often understand that painstaking preparatory work is
crucial to getting pristine finished results. Walls and ceil-
ings must be properly repaired and prepared even before a
base coat is applied.

Professional painters also have an eye for details. And
because professional painters make a business out of doing
interior and exterior surfaces, they understand which
techniques can improve efficiency. That means a profes-
sional job can typically be completed much more quickly
than a DIY project.

Even though some people
think they’ll save money by
painting their own homes,
that's not necessarily true.
Professionals already have all
the equipment necessary,
unlike novices who may need
to make repeated and poten-
tially costly trips to the hard-
ware store for supplies. Plus, if
mistakes happen, DIYers have
to spend additional time and
money fixing them.

Safety can be a large motivator
for turning painting over to a
pro. Navigating exterior areas
or tall interior ceilings can be
challenging and may require
scaffolding or tall ladders

DIYers do not have. Risk of falls or other injuries increase
with lack of experience.

Painting can give a home a facelift, and oftentimes it is
smart to turn the work over to professionals to ensure the
job is done just right.
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