
Reiten, who has owned the 
station since 2013. “Over 
the years, it had been re-
modeled, changed and 
fine-tuned until it was a 
very smoothly functioning 
studio.”

Last year, however, the 
station’s lease with the Odd 
Fellows was up and the fra-
ternity opted to do some 
work on the building. After 
conferring with their coun-
terparts in the Metro area, 
it was suggested that the 
rent price was unreason-
ably low and it should be 
raised to a level the group 
felt was more consistent 
with current market con-
ditions.

“Two to three times 
more than what I was pay-
ing,” said Reiten.

The sudden proposed 
price jump moved Reiten 
to consider other options.

At this time, Richard and 
Brenda Conklin, owners 
of the AGS Automotive 
building on Main Street, 
had been trying to sell their 
building since the passing 
of Brenda’s father, the pre-
vious owner, two and a half 
years earlier.

“Nobody wanted to buy 
it,” Richard said. “We tried 
everything to sell it and no-
body would buy it.”

Richard saw an opportu-
nity and offered the build-
ing to Reiten at a greatly 
reduced price.

“It was the best thing I 
could think of, to get rid of 
it and let him have it,” he 
said.

When Richard came to 
Reiten with the idea, Reiten 
was at first skeptical.

“It’s been a machine shop 
for 60 years,” said Reiten. 
“It’s this big, open building. 
It stinks. It’s got all this un-
even concrete in the back.”

The potential price jump 
of the Odd Fellows build-
ing, however, was a moti-
vating push and the Conk-
lins’ proposal became more 

appealing.
“They were willing to 

make me a really good 
deal on it that was signifi-
cantly under what it was 
appraised at because they 
wanted to get out from 
under it and they wanted 
someone in here who was 
going to stay awhile and 
had an appreciation for the 
community, I think,” Reit-
en said.

The deal soon went 
through to each party’s de-
light.

“The family’s all happy 
that we got rid of it – we 
had to move on because we 
couldn’t afford it anymore,” 
Richard said. “It worked 
out for everybody, really.”

The purchase was a sig-
nificant move not just for 
the station, but for Reiten 
himself.

As a 16-year-old high 
school intern, Reiten be-
gan his career at KNND in 
2003.

“I wanted to get into ra-
dio. I’ve always had a love 
for all things radio and 
electronics,” said Reiten. 
“When I was a kid, I’d tear 

stuff apart and put it back 
together and fix stuff.”

Reiten’s expertise with 
electronics is noteworthy 
not only in itself, but also 
in light of his visual im-
pairment. Reiten was born 
100 percent blind.

“Ever since I was a kid, 
I’ve strived to make that as 
minor of an aspect as possi-
ble,” he said. “That’s only a 
hinderance as much as you 
allow it to be one. … You’ve 
got to take what you’ve got 
and work with it and make 
the best of it.”

Reiten worked his first 
summer making calls and 
doing interviews for news 
segments, willing to work 
for free.

When Reiten graduated 
from Cottage Grove High 
School in 2005, news di-
rector Paul Schwartzberg 
had just bought the station 
from previous owners Rob-
ert and Diane O’Renick, 
the latter of whom is still 
involved with the station 
to this day as a marketing 
consultant.

Under Schwartzberg, 
Reiten continued working 

at the station until 2013 
when he purchased the sta-
tion for himself.

“I think I’m the only 
32-year-old that’s had only 
one job since high school,” 
Reiten said.

Upon his purchase of the 
station, Reiten also took 
over as host of The Beeper 
Show.

“It’s a lot of fun for me. 
It can be kind of challeng-
ing sometimes,” he said of 
the show. “You just never 
know what’s going to come 
up, especially when you do 
open forums. What I try to 
provide with The Beeper 
Show is kind of a sound-
ing board where the whole 
community can get togeth-
er and talk about issues.”

Though The Beeper 
Show is often touted as the 
longest-running radio talk 
show program in Oregon, 
its precise age is something 
of a mystery.

“I don’t know exactly 
what date it came on the 
air,” Reiten said. “I’ve tried 
to find out over the years, 
but that’s just been kind of 
lost to time.”

Overall, Reiten ascribes 
the station’s longevity to its 
strong community roots 
and dedicated staff.

“There aren’t a lot of sta-
tions that still do radio the 
way we do,” he said. “The 
station overall, the people 
here, all of us are really 
emotionally invested in 
making this all work. Me 
and my whole crew, we’re 
dedicated. We’re in for the 
long haul. We want to give 
the listeners the best prod-
uct we can on a daily basis.”

The Move

Prior to the move to the 
current building, Reiten 
was paying two rents: one 
for his apartment and the 
other for KNND. With 

the new purchase, Reiten 
has been able to move in 
directly upstairs from the 
station he owns.

Though the station has 
only moved a few blocks 
down Main Street, the se-
curity of owning his own 
home and building has 
made a world of difference 
for Reiten.

“I started thinking, I’m 
going to be 33 in Decem-
ber. I’ve got to start think-
ing about my own future 
here, beyond that of the ra-
dio station, to have a piece 
of property,” he said. “You 
know, walking in the door, 
I’ve got some equity in this 
thing and never again be 
at the mercy of a landlord 
that’s going to say, ‘Well, 
sorry buddy. We don’t 
think you’re paying enough 
rent money here.’ Long-
term, it’s going to be a good 
move for the station.”

The process of mak-
ing the new building sta-
tion-ready was a task unto 
itself, requiring the clean-
ing of an oil-stained auto 
parts store and construc-
tion of a studio, production 
room and bullpen office 
cubicles.

“With construction, it 
always takes longer than 
you think it will,” Reiten 
said, shaking his head at 
the multitude of factors he 
had to get pointing in the 
same direction. “I would 
describe it as herding cats.”

The project wasn’t com-
pleted without help, how-
ever.

“We had a number of 
very generous people come 
out,” said Reiten.
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GRAND OPENING
FREE HOT FOOD & FOUNTAIN SODA

SEPTEMBER 13th ONLY
(while supplies last)

LOWEST PRICES ON BEER, 

CIGARETTES, ICEE’S & MILKSHAKES

EVERY DAY!

911 E. Main St.

Cottage Grove

541.649.1188

Open 24 Hrs.

541-942-4664

LANDSCAPE AND 

BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!
79149 N. River Road

Welding Supplies and Gases Sold Here 

Cottage GroveCottage Grove
Garden SupplyGarden Supply

541.933.4419541.933.4419
2895 Mosby Creek Road 2895 Mosby Creek Road 

facebook@
greendaygardensupply

greendaygardensupply.com

M-F 8-6 • Sat 10-4
Sun closed

If we are closed and you have a plant 

emergency call 541-232-1125

We know a thing or two 

because we’ve seen a thing or two. 

#SeenItCoveredIt.

Jim Goodling - Mike Grant
330 OR-99 Suite C • Cottage Grove, OR 97424

541-942-0165

OPEN
10AM-11PM
EVERYDAY

 HAPPY HOUR TIL 7PM!
$5 HAPPY HOUR 

BURGERS
3PM TO 6PM

View our menu online.
To-Go Orders Welcome

541-636-3692
85944 Hwy 99S

Goshen, OR
frenchysgoshen.com

Is your vehicle ready for the new season?

10% OFF REPAIRS OR SERVICE ON

$10000

Bring your car in today and take advantage of our 

Autumn service special!

OR

MORE

September
19-21

10am-4pm

QUILT SHOW @ THE ARMORY

628 E. Washington, Cottage Grove, OR
VENDORS . RAFFLE BLOCKS

BOUTIQUE GIFT SHOP . EXHIBITS
SPEAKERS . DEMONSTRATIONS

Benefi ts South Willamette Valley Honor Flight

www.pioneerquiltersquiltshow.blogspot.com

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm  | Sat 9am-6pm  |  Sun 11am-4pm

118 Gateway Blvd., Cottage Grove (Next to Bi-Mart) • 541-942-7377

PRICES VALID SEPT 8TH THRU SEPT 14TH.

UP TO 30% OFF  Appliances

UP TO 25% OFF  Power Lawn & Garden

TURNING 65 AND NEED HELP WITH 

YOUR MEDICARE CHOICES?

Call Paul to

help simplify

the complicated.

541-517-7362
Paul Henrichs ~ Local Independent Agent

coverage4oregon@gmail.com
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KNND station owner Cameron Reiten broadcasts from his new studio at 717 E Main Street.
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