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Humane from Al

The lineage of cats began
13 years ago when a mother
cat had five kittens, Riley
told KLCC. Things grew
from there as many cats had
been neglected to have got-
ten spayed or neutered.

Save a field hospital be-
ing established to spay and
neuter the population or
permission given by the
owner for the cats to be
captured and re-homed, a
permanent solution remains
unclear.

“If that first cat had been
[spayed], that probably
would never have hap-
pened,” said Janetta Over-
holser, board president of
the Humane Society of Cot-

tage Grove.
For those at the Humane
Society, it’s  situations

like that outside of Vene-
ta which drive home the
importance of fixing pets.
Cottage Grove itself has
no shelter, but Overhols-
er believes if one were to
open up, it would overflow
quickly.

“And that’s one reason
we’re so focused on spay/
neuter,” she said, “is to get
the numbers down to where
if the board at some future
time wanted to have a shel-
ter, it might become actual-
ly manageable.”

The local nonprofit has
provided animal services
to Cottage Grove, Creswell
and the surrounding rural
area for more than three
decades. Among its efforts,
spay and neuter assistance
is foremost, with a particu-
lar focus on cats.

Pregnant cats usually car-
ry anywhere between four
to 10 kittens, can become
pregnant throughout almost
their entire life and typical-
ly deliver three litters a year
if left unchecked. A quick
back-of-the-envelope cal-
culation on those numbers
explains the concern among
animal service workers.

Currently, the Humane
Society of Cottage Grove is

distributing coupons to aid
the effort, offering coupons
good for $50 off the spay-
ing of a female cat and a
tomcat special good for $25
off neutering.

“Those coupons are good
at both clinics in Cottage
Grove and both clinics in
Creswell,” Overholser said.

In addition, the nonprofit
offers a Low-income Spay/
Neuter Assistance Program
to which people in need can
apply to receive help with
the cost.

Fixing a cat can cost be-
tween 100 and 400 dollars
depending on the level of
care, lending to the deep
need for financial aid when
cat populations get out of
hand.

Overholser recently
worked with a man to re-
move 14 Kittens from his
property.

“He got 10 cats spayed
and neutered,” she said.
“He has now stopped his
problem because of those
10 adult cats, six were fe-
male. Each of those female
cats had dropped a litter of
four to six kittens.”

The Humane Society
also provides transportation
to the Willamette Animal
Guild and Greenhill Hu-
mane Society in Eugene,
which offer free spay and
neuter for stray and feral
outside cats.

“There are a lot of op-
tions for spay/neuter that
are very financially very af-
fordable,” said Overholser.

While there is a constant
drive to get people to spay
and neuter their animals,
the Humane Society pro-
vides other services as well.
Among them, the nonprofit
gives advice and explains
options to people who don’t
know what to do with in-
jured animals.

For an injured dog inside
city limits, for example, the
Humane Society directs
people to the local police.
For those outside Cottage
Grove, they recommend
people contact Lane County
Animal Services.

However, felines get dif-

ferent treatment.

“Cats are pretty much
a non-entity, regrettably,”
said Overholser.

Greenhill Humane Soci-
ety will take stray cats from
outside Cottage Grove’s
city limits, but urban cases
must go through the Hu-
mane Society of Cottage
Grove.

“So if someone finds a
stray cat within city limits,
they can call me and I have
appointments with Green-
hill every week,” Overhol-
ser said. “They will tell me
how many cats they can
bring up.”

The nonprofit has also
expanded its outreach to
the Cottage Grove High
School.

“One of our gals goes
into the high school,” Over-
holser said. “She goes in a
couple times a year to pres-
ent to the finance classes the
real cost of owning a pet.”

The class stresses that an-
imal care, vaccinations and
future medical costs all add
up.

“That free pet is not
free,” said Overholser.

The Humane Society of
Cottage Grove keeps itself
afloat mainly through dona-
tions and its store on Eighth
Street.

“That shop ... is an ongo-
ing fundraiser, but we also
have a lot of information
and resources there,” Over-
holser said.

Overholser estimated that
the nonprofit sees well over
1,000 animals aided by its
services per year, at an an-
nual cost of about $25,000.
So far this year, about 314
have been helped. While
the nonprofit is currently
financially stable, there are
no plans to build Cottage
Grove its own shelter.

“Unfortunately, for the
amount of money it would
cost to build a shelter, we
could spay and neuter ev-
ery animal in this town for
free,” said Overholser, add-
ing that the group lacks the
skillset to undertake such
an operation. “Even if we
had the money, we don’t
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is the permanent,

have the know-how to do
it.”

As such, the Humane So-
ciety focuses strongly on
spay and neuter services
and relies heavily on the
Greenhill Humane Society.

“If we didn’t have Green-
hill’s resources, that would
put a different look on
things,” Overholser said. “I
think we’re doing the best
we can with what we have
available.”

The lack of a shelter in
Cottage Grove means Hu-
mane Society volunteers in-
cluding Overholser herself
keep cats in their houses
when they are in need of
transition.

More volunteers are al-
ways welcome at the non-
profit.

“If people want to volun-
teer, we’d love to have you
come in,” Overholser said.

Aside from helping the
Humane Society itself,
Overholser is hopeful peo-
ple will become increasing-
ly aware of “the desperate
need for people to have a
plan in place for when the
unexpected happens — when
someone goes to the hospi-
tal or someone dies,” she
said. “It would be a much
smoother and less stressful
situation for the pets.”

As for the area’s great-
est need for improvement,
Overholser had one idea:
“For people to be respon-
sible,” she said. “Spay and
neuter reduces population,
suffering, unwanted ani-
mals, abuse, inbreeding,
disease incubation, fight-
ing, injuries and debt bills.”

The Humane Society of
Cottage Grove will host
its 13th annual Bow Wow
Around Town dog walk
fundraiser on Saturday,
Sept. 14 at 10 a.m. in Pros-
pector Park. Registration
will begin at 9:30 a.m.
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Events Venue

2915 Row River Rd.
cottageevents.com
541-942-6888
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Your Party goes HERE!

The perfect place to celebrate! Birthdays, weddings,
baby bumps, anniversaries, family reunions,
holidays and so much more...

2013 @@-

Cottage Grove, Oregon

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 13TH - 7:30PM - 10:30PM
Olem Alves — Rock, Bluegrass, Folk

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 14TH - 7:00PM - 10:00PM
Possible Human Origins — Contemporary

As always no cover charge and 20 and under are welcome until 8:30 p.m.
For more information call 541-942-8770.

Lawn Care Equipment

We Service Everything We Sell
CASCADE GARDEN EQUIPMENT,LLC

1035 Conger St. #3
Eugene, OR 97402

cascadegardenequip.com

541.344.6992

COTTAGE GROVE:
6th & Gibbs Church of Christ
195 N. 6th St. » 541-942-3822

10:00am

Christian Education:
Pre-K through 5th
www.6thandgibbs.com

Calvary Baptist Church
77873 S 6th St » 541-942-4290
Pastor: Riley Hendricks

Sunday School: 9:45am
Worship: 11:00am

The Journey: Sunday 5:00pm

Praying Thru Life: Wednesday 6:00pm

Church of Christ
420 Monroe St ¢ 541-942-8565
Sunday Service: 10:30am

Cottage Grove Bible Church
1200 East Quincy Avenue
541-942-4771

Pastor:Bob Singer

Worship 11am

Sunday School:9:45am
AWANA age 3-8th Grade,
Wednesdays Sept-May, 6:30pm
www.cgbible.org

Cottage Grove Faith Center
33761 Row River Rd.
541-942-4851

Lead Pastor: Kevin Pruett
www.cg4.tv

Full Children’s Ministry available
Services: 9:00am & 10:45am

Delight Valley
Church of Christ
33087 Saginaw Rd. East

541-942-7711 ¢ Pastor: Bob Friend

Two Services:

9am - Classic in the Chapel
10:30am - Contemporary in the
Auditorium

First Baptist Church

301 S. 6th st » 541-942-8242
Pastor: David Chhangte
Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Service 10:30am
Youth Wednesday 6:30pm
cdfirstbaptist.com

First Presbyterian Church
3rd and Adams St
541-942-4479

Rev.: Karen Hill

Worship: 10:00am

Sunday School: 10:00am
fpcgrove.com

Hope Fellowship

United Pentecostal Church

100 S. Gateway Blvd.
541-942-2061

Pastor: Dave Bragg

Worship: 11:00am Sunday

Bible Study: 7:00pm Wednesday
www.hopefellowshipupc.com
“FINDING HOPE IN YOUR LIFE”

Living Faith Assembly
467 S. 10th St. * 541-942-2612

St. Philip Benizi, Creswell
552 Holbrook Lane
Sunday 8:30 AM

St. Andrews Episcopal Church
1301 W. Main * 541-767-9050
Rev. Lawrence Crumb

“Church with the flags.”

Worship: Sunday 10:30am

All Welcome

Seventh-day Adventist Church
820 South 10th Street

541-942-5213

Pastor: Kevin Miller

Bible Study: Saturday, 9:15 am
Worship Service: Saturday, 10:40
Mid-week Service: Wednesday, 1:00

Trinity Lutheran Church

Worship Services Sundays: 9a & 11a 6th & Quincy * 541-942-2373

Youth Worship Sundays: 11a (all
ages welcome)
Mondays: 5:30p (6th-12th grades)

Non-Denominational
Church of Christ

1041 Pennoyer Ave
541-942-8928

Preacher: Tony Martin
Sunday Bible Study:10:00am

Pastor: James L. Markus

Sunday School & Adult Education
9:15am

Sunday Worship 10:30 am

Comm. Kitchen Free Meal Tue & Thur
5:00pm TLC Groups

tlecg.com

United Methodist Church
334 Washington 541-942-3033

Sunday Worship:10:50am & 5:30pm New Pastor Craig Pesti- Strobel

Wwww.pennoyeravecoc.com

Old Time Gospel Fellowship
103 S. 5th St. * 541-942-4999
Pastor: Jim Edwards

Sunday Service: 10:00am

Join in Traditional Christian Worship

Worship 10:30am
umcgrove.org

“VICTORY” Country Church
913 S. 6th Street * 541-942-5913
Pastor: Barbara Dockery
Worship Service: 10:00am
Message: “WE BELIEVE IN

Our Lady of Perpetual Help MIRACLES”

and St. Philip Benizi
Catholic Churches

1025. N. 19th St.
541-942-3420

Father John J. Boyle

Holy Mass:

Saturday Vigil - 5:30 PM
Sunday - 10:30 PM

For weekday and Holy Day of
Obligation schedule see website
OLPHCG.net

Confession: 4 PM to 5 PM
Saturdays or by appointment

CRESWELL:

Creswell Presbyterian Church

75 S 4th S « 541-895-3419

Rev. Seth Wheeler

Adult Sunday School 9:15am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30 am

website www.creswellpres.org

Our Worship Directory is a weekly feature in this
newspaper. If your congregation
would like to be a part of this directory,

contact us today!

@ottage Brove
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541-942-3325
116 N. 6th Street

- Cottage Grove, OR




