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Will start bringing 

my own water to BMD
I’ve been having a great time 

attending local events this 
summer.  I especially enjoy the 
Wednesday concerts in the park 
and recently went to the con-
certs each night at Bohemia 
Mining Days.

Sadly though, this year the 
prices for beer and wine have 
gone up to the point that I won’t 
purchase either. I enjoy a couple 
of glasses of wine while listen-
ing to the music and watching 
people do their thing. 

It was a little shocking to see 

that an approximately 5-oz. 
glass of wine is up to $8. That 
price takes a little of the enjoy-
ment out of sipping. A nice glass 
at a restaurant, served in a wine 
glass is only $6 or $7.

A 750-ml bottle of wine holds 
25 oz.  That means five glasses 
from an $8 bottle of wine would 
net $40 per bottle!

I am certain the wine be-
ing served is in the $9 to 
$11-per-bottle range, but even 
a $30 profit per bottle is pretty 
steep for the average consumer. 
At those prices, the vendors will 
make no money from me now.  

I only purchased one glass 
at that price and no tip (sorry 
servers.) 

It’s not personal. If the price 
per glass was more reasonable, 
I would certainly buy one or 
two glasses and leave a tip.  That 
would be more money for the 
vendor and the server. Maybe 
the price can come back down 
and I will go back to buying a 
couple of glasses. 

For now I have decided to 
just take my own water to BMD 
from now on.

—Kent Russo
Cottage Grove
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The First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion or 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press, or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Govern-
ment for a redress of grievances.

“I never considered a difference of opinion in politics, in religion, in philosophy, as cause for withdrawing from a friend.” —Thomas Jefferson (1800)
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(Editor’s Note: View-
point submissions on this 
and other topics are always 
welcome as part of our goal 
to encourage community 
discussion and exchange of 
perspectives.)

I’m sure we can all recite 
the most important issues 
in family preparedness 
usually covered as water, 
food and shelter. I like to 
include communications 
as a member of the top 
tier. 

Humans are by and 
large a “pack” animal. We 
thrive in an environment 
where we can combine 
our skills and abilities for 
the greater good of the 
pack. Basic to that need 
is the ability to communi-
cate with each other. 

We are blessed with 
the finest ability to com-
municate with each other 
through technology that 
man has ever known in 
our history. My attention 
in today’s discussion will 
be centered on how we 
will communicate when 
the technology is not 
functioning, due to infra-
structure failures. 

All of the advanced 
technologies require in-
frastructure to function; 
phone lines, fiber optic 
circuits and electricity are 
required for the intercon-
nectivity to exist for face 
book, cell phones, twitter, 
email, etc.

We have had many re-

cent examples of the fail-
ures in the infrastructure 
due to nature’s storms. 

Of course nature isn’t 
the only thing that can 
bring down our infra-

structures, but the effects 
are the same to the vic-
tims — no matter what 
the cause. 

No electricity, no 
phones, means no com-
munications. 

How would you re-
spond if your family was 
in an environment where 
you have no food, no wa-
ter, possibly no shelter and 
no communications… for 
several days? I’m sure we 
can imagine all the stress 
we, our families and even 
our extended families 
would be going through 
in not being able to con-
tact anyone — anywhere 
for that length of time. 

This doesn’t even take 
into consideration pos-
sible injuries, loss of life, 
and missing persons that 
a storm like this can cause. 

The best communica-
tion devices available that 
require no infrastructure 
are simple hand-held two- 
way radios. They require 
only a few small batteries 
(usually AA size), and ev-
erything else is built in. 
Simply turn it on, select 

a channel, push the push-
to-talk button on the side 
and speak slowly and 
clearly of your situation. 

The least expensive 
kind is called FRS (family 

radio service), they have 
14 channels you can use, 
and require no licensing 
to operate. They are limit-
ed to ½ watt of power and 
their expected range is up 
to about a mile, depending 
on terrain, trees, build-
ings, etc. They are kind of 
rare anymore in the stores, 
since most radios sold 
now are a combination of 
FRS channels and GMRS 
channels (General Mobile 
Radio Service). 

GMRS radios are capa-
ble of a few watts of power, 
so they may have a usable 
range of 2-3 miles. GMRS 
radios require a license 
from the FCC to operate 
legally, and I believe the 
charge for the license is 
around $85 for the term 
of the license, which is five 
years. Anyone in the im-
mediate household may 
operate the radio under 
the single license. 

You can find these in 
most hardware stores, 
Walmart, Bi-Mart, etc. 
The FRS radios can be 
found on Amazon for 
a very low price, about 

$39.95 for four radios; 
GMRS run anywhere 
from $29 to $59 for a pair 
of radios. 

Anything that advertiz-
es more than 14 channels 
is a GMRS radio. 

I don’t recommend us-
ing rechargeable batteries. 
They are very economical 
for regular use, but for 
storage and saving for an 
emergency, I guarantee 
they will probably be dead 
when you need them — 
then you need electricity 
to recharge them.

I suggest getting a blis-
ter pack of new alkaline 
batteries of the correct 
size, leave them in the 
package and put them 
away with the radios. 
Most batteries boast of a 
10-year shelf life. I’m not 
sure I’d bet my lunch mon-
ey on that claim either, but 
if you rotated them into 
use in other devices with-
in five years, and buy new 
ones for your storage, you 
should be fine. Under no 
circumstances should you 
install batteries in the ra-
dios then store them that 
way for an extended peri-
od (six months or more). 
They usually leak out, and 
will destroy the radios.

I believe the ability to 
communicate locally to 
your nearest neighbors 
and discuss each others’ 
needs and relay import-
ant messages is absolutely 
vital in any emergency sit-
uation in our community.

Will you be able to communicate in an emergency?

Guest Viewpoint
By Joe Brown

Ham radio operator 


