COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL | WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2019 | 3B

Fundraising

from B1

Justin Lemon and his little brother, Austin, pose after

competing at Cottage Grove Speedway. rHoro c/o cames-

ON GRANT

work ethic and to have
that at 14 years old is pret-
ty amazing”

For a family like the
Lemon-Ellertson’s, rac-
ing has been a lifestyle
for multiple generations.
Justin's  great-grandfa-
ther raced, as well as his
grandfather, his mother,
father and now him and
his little brother, Austin.
With racing practical-
ly encoded in his DNA,
it’s hardly surprising that
since beginning the sport
at age eight Justin has
over 50 main event wins.

“His instincts we
knew from the first time

he hit the track that he
was a go-getter. He was
fearless. His first ever
competitive race that he
raced, he won. He had
never raced anything be-
fore,” said Ellertson.

Now, at age 14, Justin
races in the open outlaw
kart class running 450-
500cc engines that pro-
duce 80-100 horsepower
in a vehicle that weighs as
much as a medium-sized
motorcycle; in  other
words, a small machine
that produces big power.
Austin is still working his
way up to the larger class
as he races in the lower
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box stock class.

And while this shines
a spotlight on one local
family, their racing histo-
ry, and their goals for the
future, this is also a story
of friendship.

Justin and his best
friend Cameron met at
Cottage Grove Speed-
way two years ago when
they were both 12. They
shared an instant con-
nection and cultivated
their friendship further
through football, video
games and, of course,
racing. Now as they both
prepare for their fresh-
man year of high school
- Cameron at Creswell
and Justin here in Cot-
tage Grove - the power of
their bond is on display
through their most recent
fundraising plans.

Within this two-man
partnership, Justin is the
racer. Cameron’s special-
ty, on the other hand, is
being the best friend he
can possibly be. When he
heard that the only thing
holding back his friend
from competing in such a
premier event was financ-
es, Cameron jumped into
action to lend a hand.

“Cam doesn't race, but
Cam is like the best friend
that a guy could ask for
because here he is saying,
Tm willing to go do these
side jobs with you and
I'm gonna give you all the
money from it because I
want to see you succeed,
and that is unheard of in
these days,” said Ellertson
about his son’s friendship.

The boys have already
raised around $200 af-
ter an Aug. 5 post to the
“What’s Going on Cottage
Grove?” Facebook page
but are eager to work for
the rest of the money and
get a chance to race in Or-

oville.

“I'm looking forward to
getting really good expe-
rience,” said Justin about
his goals for the Kyle Lar-
son Showcase. “We have
a chance to win. I know
there’s a lot of people with
up to ten grand in just the
motor, but it's very hard
to beat some of the guys
up there ... so 'm just go-
ing there for the experi-
ence and to have fun”

While his goals are
humble, Justin’s maturity
and approach - especially
within a dangerous sport
that can be financially
straining - is something
his family believes could
take him much further.

“I dont have liquid
credit to where I can just
go you can go here, you
can go there. Youre go-
ing to have to let your
talents and abilities carry
you,” said Ellertson of the
realities of racing. “And
that’s not just in the race
car, but he’s proving that
in his actions right now
by developing his work
ethic, going out there
and saying, Tm going to
go sacrifice hours of my
time and the money that
I earn, 'm going to go
chase my dreams with it”

There are roughly two
and a half weeks until the
Kyle Larson Showcase,
meaning it’s a relatively
tight window for the boys
to reach their fundrais-
ing goals. However, there
seems to be much more
time - a lifetime perhaps
- in Justin Lemon’s racing
future and, particularly,
his special connection
with Cameron Grant.

To get more informa-
tion about the fundrais-
ing efforts, check out the
“What’s going on Cottage
Grove?” Facebook page.
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ODFW Recreation Report

Weekend fishing opportunities

Summer is a good time for warmwater fishing

With water temperatures on the rise throughout the re-
gion, now might be a good time to check out these warm-
water fishing venues:

ALTON BAKER CANOE CANAL: trout

Will be stocked this week with 800 legal-size and 25 tro-
phy rainbow trout.

The canoe canal is located within Alton Baker Park and
can be accessed from Club Road in Eugene. A 4-acre pond
at the midpoint of the canal is a good spot but it can be
tished all along its two-mile length from Day Island Road
in Eugene to Aspen Street in Springfield. The canal is
open to fishing all year.

COAST FORK WILLAMETTE RIVER: trout

Was last stocked the week of July 8 with 1,400 legal-size
rainbow trout. The river is open to fishing all year for
trout, hatchery Chinook salmon, hatchery steelhead, and
wild steelhead over 24-inches. Use of bait allowed April 22
- Oct 31, but beginning Nov. 1 anglers may only use lures
and artificial flies. In addition to five hatchery trout, two
wild trout may be kept daily.

COTTAGE GROVE POND (ROW RIVER NATURE
PARK POND): trout, warmwater species

Was last stocked the week of April 8 with 1,500 le-
gal-size rainbow trout.

Cottage Grove Ponds are open to year-round fishing
and via an asphalt pathway behind the truck scales on
Row River Road. In addition to fishing, these ponds also
offer wildlife viewing opportunities and a fishing dock is
available on-site.

COTTAGE GROVE RESERVOIR: trout, warmwater
species

Was last stocked the week of April 29 with 5,000 tro-
phy-size rainbow trout.

Cottage Grove Reservoir is south of Cottage Grove and
is open to fishing all year. Lakeside boat ramp is now open.

DORENA RESERVOIR: trout, warmwater

Was last stocked the week of April 29 with 5,000 tro-
phy-size rainbow trout.

Trout and warmwater fish are available. Baker Bay boat
ramp is accessible at the current reservoir elevation.

MCKENZIE RIVER below Leaburg Lake (R1): trout,
salmon, steelhead

Was last stocked the week of July 22 with 2,500 legal-size
rainbow trout. River levels have remained consistent and
tishing should remain productive.

MIDDLE FORK WILLAMETTE RIVER: trout, salm-
on, steelhead

The Middle Fork Willamette above Lookout Point and
Hills Creek reservoirs is open to fishing using lures and
artificial flies. All wild trout must be released upstream
of Lookout Point Reservoir. The Middle Fork Willamette
River is not stocked with hatchery trout.
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THE BOAT
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Boating should be fun, but keep in mind that operating a boat is a serious responsibility.
In 2014, the Coast Guard counted 4,064 accidents that involved 610 deaths, 2,678 injuries and approximately $39 million dollars of damage to
property as a result of recreational boating accidents Be a responsible boater and follow these simple tips to help keep yourself, your passengers

DOCLLC

and fellow boaters safe on the water:

ALWAYS WEAR A LIFE JACKET.

1252 30th St 84% of all victims in fatal boating accidents were not wearing life jackets.
R STAY SOBER ON THE WATER.
Sprl ng field, OR 21% of all boating fatalities resulted from some involvement with alcohol.

TAKE A BOATING SAFETY COURSE.
77% of all boating fatalities occurred on boats where the operator had not finished a safety course.
The National Safe Boating Council also suggests having a Vessel Safety Check (VSC)
and installing carbon monoxide detectors on your boat to enhance safety.
(Statistics are from U.S. Coast Guard’s “Boating Statistics 2014” which is based on reported incidents only.)
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