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Standards Link: Math: 
Recognize geometric shapes.

Circle
Square
Oval
Rectangle
Triangle

•
•
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Look through the 
newspaper for the 
following shapes:

Shapes in the 
Newspaper

A galaxy is a group of stars held together 
by gravity.

Some stars in a galaxy have planets orbiting them. 
These are called solar systems.

The earth is part of a solar system of 
planets that orbit our sun. Our solar system 
is in a galaxy called the Milky Way.

An Elliptical Galaxy 
is smooth and oval 

shaped.

A Spiral Galaxy has 
curved arms that make 
it look like a pinwheel.

An Irregular 
Galaxy is a galaxy 

that isn’t spiral 
or oval. It has an 

irregular shape and 
looks like a blob.

Around the world, there are many legends about the Milky Way. 
Follow the maze to discover what some cultures saw in the Milky Way.

A-maze-ing Stories

What is a galaxy?

Source: Kids Discover Magazine

There can be many solar systems within a galaxy.
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Write down your favorite 
summer jokes and riddles and 

tell them to your friends. 
Mail some jokes to a family 
member who lives far away.

Summer Jokes

solar system

planet

ANSWER: A constellation prize! A
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A circle of 
feathers

Smoke from a 
heavenly 
campfire

A 
straw-covered 

road

A raven’s 
snowshoe 
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Types of Galaxies
Milky Way

How many star 
shapes can you 

find on this 
page?

star 
you 

his MM

Hold this page up to a mirror to learn a 
couple of amazing facts about our sun.

Cut out the sentence fragments below and paste them to 
another sheet of paper in the correct order to reveal an 

interesting fact about our galaxy.

Night sky photography by Mike 
Taylor and NASA images of the 
births and deaths of stars and 

galaxies help tell the story of the 
Milky Way along with details 
about stars, planets, nebulae, 

super novae and more.

To discover the name of this 
book, find the letter on the outer 

ring, then replace it with the 
letter below it on the inner ring.

Use the Kid Scoop Secret 
Decoder Ring to discover 
the name of this book by 
Fran Hodgkins and Mike 
Taylor, which is available 

at the library.
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Keeping a daily journal of 
what you do all summer 
is a good way to keep 

your writing skills sharp.

Here’s a great summer tip 
from Reading Rockets. 
List on a piece of paper 
some ideas for Summer 
Journal entries. The list 

could include ideas, 
memories, wishes or 

questions. Cut these out 
and place in a clean jar. 
Pull one out per day and 
use the heading to write 

a journal entry.

The verb orbit means the 
act of one object revolving 

around another object.

ORBIT

Try to use the word orbit in a 
sentence today when talking 
with your friends and family.

The Earth orbits around 
the sun.

This week’s word:

Clip ten money amounts from the newspaper 
and glue to a sheet of paper. Round each 
number to the nearest dollar and write that 
number next to it.

Standards Link: Number Sense: Rounding.

Rounding

© 2019 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 35, No. 32

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recongized identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words in the puzzle. 
How many of them can you 

find on this page?
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We live in the galaxy called the Milky Way. 
The Milky Way is a spiral-shaped galaxy 
and is estimated to be made up of around 
300 billion stars.

The word galaxy comes from the 
Greek word for “milky.”

The closest galaxy to the Milky Way 
is Andromeda, which is around 
2.6 million light years away from us.

The sun travels at over 
600,000 miles per hour. It 
takes the sun 225 million 

years to go completely 
around the galaxy.


