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The Eugene HazMat team puts on a educational demonstration for members of the media on May 28.

HazMat  from Al

Central Oregon, including Cottage
Grove.

Team members receive 160 hours
of specialized training to the techni-
cian level and are equipped to pro-
vide different levels of response,
including petrochemical highway
incidents and supporting other re-
sponders at biological, radiological
and explosive incidents.

Teams also provide outreach
training to local responders and
industry officials to ensure commu-
nities are prepared to respond to a
hazardous materials incident and
create safer communities.

“Cottage Grove is really good
from a HazMat team standpoint,”
said Markus Lay, Eugene-Spring-
field Fire Battalion Chief. Lay
assumes control of the region’s
HazMat team as well and conducts
outreach which is mandated by the
State Fire Marshall’s Office.

“On a two-year basis, we go out
and we meet with each one of the
first responding agencies,” he said.

Lay recalled a few instances
when the team has been called to
the Cottage Grove area, one involv-
ing a rolled truck and a chemical
spill.

“That was about seven years ago
and we shut I-5 down,” he said.

Then, five or six years ago, Lay
said he and his team responded to a
Cottage Grove situation in which a

gun shop which had just moved out
of town left behind a large amount
of material used to enhance gun-
powder. “And it was unstable. So,
we came down and took care of
that,” he said.

However, HazMat teams are not
called in for clean-up jobs, Lay
said. His team works more toward
neutralizing and isolating prob-
lems.

“We don’t do cleaning,” he said,
explaining that usually a third-par-
ty cleaning company comes in
and the cost gets passed on to the
spiller. “We mitigate the emergen-
cy so there’s no longer a threat to
the community and then we make
sure it gets passed on to the correct
agency.”

In rural areas, this can often in-
volve drug labs.

“In 1989 when the team was first
set up, that’s almost all we did,”
said Lay. “We were doing meth labs
and drug labs of all kinds.”

And for a regional response team
about the size of Lane County, situ-
ations tend to be rural.

“A lot of our calls are for an un-
known substance. So that’s usually
our largest challenge, is figuring
out what it is,” Lay said. “It could
be Windex. We don’t know.”

Among the team’s newest tech-
nology is laser spectrometry, which
allows responders to find out what
a random fluid on the ground might
be.

“That’s probably one of the big-

gest technological advances that
I’ve seen in the last decade,” Lay
said.

Previously, the task of identifica-
tion was often simply a process of
elimination with a “tacklebox” of
tools.

“We could prove what it wasn’t,”
said Lay.

The region’s team acts as a con-
sultant and technical resource for
local incident commanders as well.

“On a daily basis, we do phone
consults,” said Lay. “If somebody
doesn’t want all of this (the rig and
equipment) rolling up, but they’re
just like, ‘I’m not sure what to do
here,’... they’ll call me and say,
‘Hey, I have this truck. It’s having
this problem.” If there’s no risk, I
can guide them through it.”

Lay encouraged city officials to
call his team with situations they’re
uncertain about. “We’ll answer
those questions for them or help
them out or point them in the right
direction,” he said.

Lay added that he prefers to of-
fer a service rather than take com-
mand. “We’re just a tool — we’re
not there to take control,” he said.
“To your readers out there, I just
want them to know that we’re here,
we’re a resource for them and make
sure and use us.”

Incident commanders can re-
quest a RHMERT consultation or
response through the Oregon Emer-
gency Response System at 1-800-
452-0311.
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SAGINAW@VINEYARD

Live Music Every Friday
6 to 9 pm || No Cover Charge

June 7 ¢ Living the Dream
rock n roll

June 14 ¢ Inner Limits
blues, rock

' June 21 + Ben Johnson and Company
bles, rock, soul, country

June 28 + Calvary Creek
pop, folk, rock

Open Daily 11am for
Complimentary Tasting
| 942-1364 + www. saginawvineyard.com

43rd Annual Quilt Show “The Unbroken Thread”

QUILT ENTRY & WORKSHOP REGISTRATION
Forms and guidelines are available online at
www.pioneerquiltersquiltshow.blogspot.com

Entry: June 1-July 31 Deadline: Aug. 1, 2019

Held at the Cottage Grove Armory
628 E. Washington Ave

We'll make sure your system is

running effectively and efficiently.
Call for details and an appointment today,
and beat the spring rush!

Service
Reasonable Rates * All Work Guaranteed

C lete H g & Cooling Syst

www.jamesheating.com
115 Lawrence St., Eugene, OR 97401
CCB #47396

:BINGO COUPON

l COTTAGE GROVE ELKS LODGE

l 755 North River Road
Information 942-3554

-PUBLIC WELCOME

: Every Wednesday

i Warm Ups 6:30pm Regular Games 7:00pm

g Frequent Smoke Breaks, Exciting New Game Program
] Door Prizes as well as 1 steak and 1 fish dinner

: “Bingo Burger Menu” Available
|
|
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PROGRESSIVE JACKPOT

Bring this coupon and receive
a 2nd Warm-up Pack FREE G
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Painting and Repair, LLC
Get up to $250 off
when you schedule your
interior or exterior repaint

by July 1!

Call us for a Free Quote!

“We do small remodels,
home repairs and decks!

% Serving Lane & North Douglas Coun|

541-735-0089

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS
Open 7 days a week!
79149 N.River Road

541-942-4664

Bus. (541) 461-2101 * Fax: (541) 686-4820

DAD,S DA EVENT

UP TO 30% OFF
APPLIANCES

UP TO 25% OFF
POWER LAWN & GARDEN

UP TO 60% OFF
SELECT TOOLS
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HOMETOWN STORE

Hours: Mon-Fri 9.00 :00pm | Sat 9am-6pm | Sun 11am-4pm
118 Gateway Blvd., Cottage Grove (Next to Bi-Mart) ® 541-942-7377

Cottage Grove Sentinel Introduces...

GUARANTEED
GARAGE SALES

We know how much work you put into preparing for a garage sale.
Then it rains! We want to help you with our new...

Garage Sales Insurance Package!
If bad weather affects your Garage Sale call us within 7 days and
we will re-run your ad in our paper 1x and online 5x more

Guranteed Garage Sale Package Includes:
v 15 Words in 8 ads

v | in paper and 7 online
v 2 Signs & Tip Sheet
v Only §15

Normal price is $12 with 2 signs, insurance is only $3 for a complete additional 8 ad run!

Cottage Grove Classified MARKETPLACE

“Your 1 stop place to buy & sell merchandise in the region”

In Print & Online (
Call Today QW =
541.942.3325 ,S,ET E
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LOW COST
Local & Metro Weekday Trips
Professional Caring Staff

Whee@

Your Regional Public Transportation Service

South Lane

No elgibility requirements.

541-942-0456

southlanetransit.com




