
Old Mill Farm Store embraces past, looks to future

O
ver the Old Mill 
Farm Store’s more 
than 160 years of 

service to the Cottage Grove 
area, it has survived seven 
major fires and a multitude 
of different owners.

Today, Debbie Lavios 
and Charles McLeod run 
the store in a way they feel 
retains a family-based ap-
proach, if a little more glob-
ally-minded.

“It’s the two of us and 
then our grandkids and our 
adult children,” Lavios said. 
“We’ve been blessed over 
the last few years. Our old-
est grandsons have been 

involved with the local foot-
ball team. So we get to hire 
a bunch of big, brawny foot-
ball players and a bunch of 
family.”

For much of the store’s 
history, it ground grains to 
various specifications, shoed 
horses and cut wood for the 
local populace.

Sometime around the 
middle of last century, it be-
gan serving the pet market 
as well.

“Now in our ownership 
we serve the pet market and 
the livestock market,” said 
Lavios. “And a few local hu-
man products on the side.”

Lavios and McLeod have 
been running the store for 

20 years and proudly sell 
products which are pro-or-
ganic and pro-local; there’s 
no shyness in talking about 
this with customers.

“That’s been really fun to 
interact with a variety of ages 
on how you might go about 
making better food choices 
for your body or better food 
choices for our global body,” 
Lavios said.

The co-owners can find 
anything from hamster to 
elephant food if needed. On 
the shelves, the animal feed 
runs the gamut of goats, 
sheep, horses, cows, ducks, 
chickens and a menagerie 
of other animals one might 
find in their home or on a 

farm.
“Since 1853, this business 

has truly survived just about 
everything this nation has 
gone through,” Lavios said. 
“This store has kept going.”

Lavios chalks their success 
up to the deep relationship 
between human and animals 
and a bit of their own quirky 
quaintness.

“We’re slightly different 
from others,” Lavios said. 
“As far as we know, we’re 
only one of two feed stores 
that has their own piano. 
And we encourage all our 
folks to play it when they 
have time.”

Boyce & Sons — one-stop home supply with familiar faces

I
f you have been to Boyce 
& Sons in the last 20 
years, and went again to-

day, chances are, you would 
see a familiar face. 

“He’s been here 20 years; 
my number one driver has 
been with me over 30 years; 
the two counter guys have 
been here pushing 20 years,” 
said Rick Boyce as he rattles 
off list of employees at Boyce 
& Sons. “We’ve got the same 
crew we’ve had forever and 
ever and ever.” 

While a key group of 
workers has served as the 
backbone of the company 
through its growth, the flip-
side has been the group of 
loyal customers that keep 
coming back for more. Or 
just come to the store to chat. 

“I’ve had (people) tell me, 

‘Yeah, I’d be going down the 
road having a bad day and I 
just think of this store and I 
start laughing because it’s fun 
here.’ We make it fun so they 
pull in. Whether it’s people 
that are customers or people 
that I buy from or whatever,” 
said Rick. “It’s big enough but 
small enough. When you get 
too big, you lose the people. 
The coming just to (talk) and 
laugh and joke and have fun.”

Before the business be-
came the one-stop shop for 
homeowners, Bill Boyce, fa-
ther of both Rick (who serves 
as president and CEO) and 
Darin (general manager of 
the company) opened Boyce 
& Sons in 1969 as a sawdust 
and bark mulch business. 

“Back then a lot of people 
used it for horse bedding and 
heat. Heat was a big part of 
our business. You don’t see 
it anymore but it was really 

good, nice for heat,” remem-
bers Rick who helped with 
the business as a sophomore 
in high school when it first 
opened.

In the early 1980s Rick be-
came business partners with 
his dad and then bought him 
out so that his dad could re-
tire — in theory, at least. Rick 
began to expand the business 
to now where it now includes 
a little of everything: lumber, 
plywood, hardware, con-
crete, windows, doors and 
more.

As Rick eyes an eventual 

retirement, he has tried to 
scale-back his weekly hours 
from 60 to 40 at his business. 
His plate has remained full as 
in the last six years he start-
ed doing the maintenance at 
Magnolia Gardens.

But regardless of how 
much he works, Boyce & 
Sons will continue doing 
what they have been doing 
for the last 50 years.

“It’s been a journey but it’s 
been a lot of neat customers, 
lot of loyal customers,” said 
Rick.
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Family Owned BusinessesFamily Owned Businesses

Same Local Owners Same Local Owners 
for 49 Yearsfor 49 Years

Landscape & 
Building Materials

• Plumbing 
• Electrical • Hardware

• Pellets • Firewood 
• Metal Carports

• Sawdust • Shavings 
• Bark Products

• Topsoil • Plant Mix 
• Ferilizers • Rock Fill

New welding and 
fabrication on site!

79149 N. River Rd. 79149 N. River Rd. 
Cottage GroveCottage Grove

541-942-4664541-942-4664

Products

Delivery
Available

LOTTERY GAMES/KENO/MEGABUCKS ATM AVAILABLE - ALL LOCATIONS

Try Our

LUCKY FIVE, Inc.
Businesses

We Accept Most Major Credit Cards

Call In or Take Out Orders Welco
me

BONANZA

DRIVE~UP
505 Pacific Hwy. South

Cottage Grove, OR

942-4188
Great Old Fashioned 

Burgers

1869 Pioneer Parkway E.

Springfield, OR

747-8090

Full Grill Menu

Breakfast

3760 Main Street

Springfield, OR

747-3399
100%

Local L
ean

Beef

GreatMilkshakes

1408 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR

942-0533
Pit BBQ           Espresso

Fresh Cut French Fries

Umpqua Dairy

Ice Cream

THE PINK HOUSE

GIANT

BURGER

jazzies deli
&

GRIL
L

William J Welt, Inc.

Fuel & Lube Oils • Gasoline & Diesel • Heating Oils

SERVING OUR CUSTOMERS WITH A LARGE DELIVERY AREA

Rockett Brand

Racing Gasoline
100 - 111 - 114 Oct

290 Palmer Ave

Cottage Grove

Family

Owned &

Operated

for

41 Years

B-99 & B-20

Diesel Available

Non-Ethanol Gas

We Accept

Most

Major

Credit

Cards

Serving:
Cottage Grove

Creswell

Curtin

Dorena

Drain

GIVE USA CALL

Elite

Racing

Methanol

Monitor Oil 

Stoves

93% Efficient

Cooltop

Furnace

942-2631 

1-800-253-3067

Powered by

BIO-

   DIESEL

Elkton

Eugene

Lorane

Springfield

Yoncalla

Welt & Welt, Inc.

290 Palmer Ave.

Cottage Grove, OR

942-9768
Independent 

Franchisee of the

PACIFIC PRIDE

FUELING SYSTEM

I-5 Exit 199, Coburg
We accept Pacific Pride,

TCH, ComData,

Wright Express, Voyager

Open 24/7 – C Store
Gas – Rockett Race Gas

Propane – On & Off-road Diesel

686-2900

Call Today

541.942.3325
cgsentinel.com

“Your 1 stop place to buy & sell real estate in the region”

Real Estate Insurance Package!

Normal price is $45 for 4 issues, insurance is only $5.
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