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– that saw another timely 
Cottage Grove double play –  
Marist was threatening with 
a runner on third but a key 
Sayles throw from short to 
fi rst sent the contest into the 
ninth. 

Sowa got the hitting start-
ed for the Lions with a single. 

Aft er Bascue was walked, 
it was runners on fi rst and 
second that prompted some 
small-ball play for the Lions. 
A sacrifi ce bunt from senior 
Koltin Britton advanced the 
runners into scoring position 
and set up a bunt from junior 
Ezra Senters to bring in Sowa 

and take the lead. 
“We stole a couple bases 

and got some timely hits and 
got a bunt. We just did the 
little things right and we talk 
about it a lot, if we do the little 
things right, we’ve got a good 
chance to win,” said Geiszler. 
“And we did that, we did all 
the little things, for the most 
part, pretty darn well.”

Marist, as they were wont 
to do, came back yet again. 
With a leadoff  hit and a run-
ner on third with no outs, 
the Spartans secured the ty-
ing run. Marist had anoth-
er chance with a runner on 
third and two outs before a 
chopper through the middle 
was scooped up by Sayles 
and thrown at fi rst. 

“I’ve been in a program a 
long time and I’ve played a 
ton of other baseball outside 
of the program so I don’t re-
ally buckle under those situ-
ations so it’s kind of routine 
for me, even though it may 
look hard,” said Sayles. “But 
for the rest of the guys, man, 
it was awesome to see them 
step up. Th ere are some guys 
that maybe wouldn’t step up 
in just a normal situation but 
I almost think the pressure 
helped some of the boys.”

Sayles’ day wasn’t over yet 
as he came up in the bottom 
of the 10th with Sharkey 
on second aft er he had just 
singled to right and stolen 
second base. Sayles sat back 
and blasted the ball to left  to 
record an RBI and help the 
team take the lead for good. 

“Today I was a tad off . 
Couldn’t get my front foot 
down in time. So going up 
there, I had it in my head 
that I just have to get the job 
done,” said Sayles. “Th ere 
is no other option. So I just 
went up hacking. I told my-
self I’m going to take three 
big hacks and see what hap-

pens and it worked out.”
But yet again, the Spartans 

looked to come back in the 
10th with a pair of runners in 
scoring position and just one 
out. Aft er Senters struck out 
a batter for the second out, 
Marist’s leadoff  hit a fl y ball 
to deep center where Sowa 
tracked down in the sun and 
caught for the fi nal out of the 
game. 

Cottage Grove pitchers 
had success throughout the 
game with Sharkey getting 
the start, going six innings 
and recording fi ve strikeouts.  
Senters closed the game and 
added four strikeouts.

Despite losing in the fi rst 
game of the day, Geiszler 
noted that it was a learning 
experience that shaped game 
two.

“Th e fi rst game... it was a 
last resort thing, we start-
ed throwing curveballs and 
they couldn’t hit it. And we 
came out in the second with 
a game plan of we’re going 
to throw a ton of curveballs. 
And it’s tough. Sharkey came 
out and threw great. Kept the 
ball down pretty well, kept 

them off  balance,” said Geisz-
ler. “Ended up Ezra came in 
and threw half a game him-
self which is crazy. Ezra has 
struggled as well, he’s strug-
gled to come in and throw 
strikes. He came in here and 
did a fabulous job. So for 
these guys to stick with it is 
pretty impressive.”

Off ensively, the Lions re-
corded 11 hits on the day led 
by Sowa with four and Sayles 
with a pair. Humphreys, Bas-
cue and Jaxon Simmons all 
added a hit. 

By going 2-1 on the week 
– with a 13-3 win against 
Marshfi eld on Tuesday – the 
Lions are now one of three 
Sky-Em teams with two loss-
es in league play as Elmira 
sits atop the standings at 5-0. 
But for Cottage Grove, the 
team feels they are trending 
in the right direction.

“I think we can use this 
as momentum. Moving for-
ward I think we’re going to 
win a lot more games,” said 
Sayles. “As long as we keep 
our pitchers in tune, they’re 
throwing strikes, we’re going 
to win some games.”

On Tuesday (April 23 
and aft er � e Sentinel’s print 
deadline) the Lions faced 
eighth-ranked Junction City 
(10-4, 4-2) at home. Th e 
team will close the week at 
home against Marshfi eld (4-
9, 1-5) in a double-header on 
Friday. 
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You can’t get BS from a buffalo.

Save with Frontier Internet Bundles
Pay one price for two great services: high-speed Internet 

and a full-featured home phone

Call today 
and pay less 855-972-6641

Serious speed! 
Bundle and save today
Simply Broadband Max

6 Mbps + Free Wi-Fi Router + 1 Year Price Lock

Per Month
With Qualifying 
Phone Service1999

BROADBAND ULTRA + PHONE + SECURE

12 Mbps + Free Wi-Fi Router + 2 Year Price Lock
Protect Your Identity, Devices & Files

Per Month6797

  

A guide to local businesses committed to helping 
our community thrive

BI-MART Pharmacy
OPEN at 9am Mon. - Sat. • Convenient Walk-Up Window

100 Gateway Blvd. • 942-9107

Delaying going to the Dentist?
Sedation Dentistry is a Dream come True... find out if its for You!

 

1325 Birch Avenue, Cottage Grove 
 

541.942.2471
Park W. McClung, DDS & Tammy L. McClung, DDS 

• Comprehensive General Dentistry

• Advanced Cosmetic Techniques 
• Implants

BIRCH AVENUE DENTALBIRCH AVENUE DENTAL

Dr. Bitner D.D.S., P.C.
350 Washington Ave • Cottage Grove

541-942-7934
(behind International Fitness)

Lumineers
The Most Natural Veneer

South Lane Mental Health
Serving Cottage Grove Since 1988

• Outpatient Counseling for Children, Adults & Couples

• Psychiatric Medication Management

• Crisis Assistance

541-942-2850 • 541-942-3939 • www.slmh.org

Dr. Shane Parsons

605 Jefferson Ave.
Cottage Grove

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-5pm
Emergency appts. available daily

New patients welcome 
2 Hygienists available • Same friendly and caring staff

Please call for an appointment at 541-942-9171

Health, Happiness 

& Wellness

Counseling & Mental Health

Dental Health 

Pharmacies

Offices in 
Eugene & 

Cottage Grove

We bill OHP & 
Most Commercial 

Insurances

Bridges Community Health
Individual, Family & Couples Therapy

For Medication Management Call (503) 860-4216

To Schedule with a Therapist call (541) 514-5013

bridgescommunityhealth.com

Now Accepting New Clients

E
verything for Your 

Eyes Only
Comprehensive family, medical eyecare and optical services

We provide exams for Cataracts, Glaucoma, Diabetic and Lasik
Serving Cottage Grove since 2006

Book an appointment today!
Medical, vision and fl exible spending plans welcome.

Mon-Thurs 9M-5PM 

FRI 9AM-4PM

257 N. 8th St 541-942-5000

www.PCVI.com

LIONS                   from B1

Sky-Em Baseball
Team             League    Overall
Elmira  5-0 11-2
Junction City 4-2 10-4
Marist  4-2 8-6
Cottage Grove 3-2 6-8
Marshfi eld 1-5 4-9
Siuslaw  0-6 1-12

Sky-Em Soft ball
Team             League     Overall
Marist  6-0 13-2
Junction City 5-1 13-3
Elmira  5-1 11-4
Marshfi eld 1-5 4-10
Siuslaw  1-5 1-11
Cottage Grove 0-6 0-12

Special District 4 Baseball
Team             League     Overall
UVC  9-0 16-1
Glide  9-0 10-3
Riddle  5-4 6-10
North Douglas  4-2 10-4
Glendale  0-6 4-8
Elkton/Yoncalla 0-3 2-6
Oakland  0-9         2-11-1

Special District 3 Soft ball
Team             League     Overall
Central Linn 8-0 15-1
North Douglas 8-0 15-1
Oakland  5-1 9-2
Monroe   4-3 5-5
Lowell  4-3 4-7
Mohawk  2-2 3-4
Riddle  1-3 3-6
Days Creek 1-6 2-8
Oakridge  0-6 0-10
Yoncalla/Elkton 0-9 2-12

High School 
Baseball and 

Softball
 Standings

From left: Cottage Grove’s Wyatt Sayles records a hit against Marist; Ezra Senters holds off  Marist in the fi nal innings on the mound; Gavin Sowa races home to tie the game in the ninth 

inning.  PHOTO BY ZACH SILVA/CG SENTINEL


