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Cottage Grove Baseball

The Lions are hoping that the combi-
nation of 15 upperclassmen and some 
grit will result in some wins this season. 

“We don’t have a ridiculous amount 
of talent. We’ve got great kids that work 
really hard. But we don’t have kids that 
can just step out and just play the game 
really well,” said head coach Dan Geisz-
ler. “We just don’t have that, which is 
ok. We do have a lot of kids that are go-
ing to work hard and I just think that 
over time they’ll learn and adapt and 
adjust. It’s just going to take a little bit.”

While the team may not be full of tal-
ent from top to bottom, the Lions do 
have Wyatt Sayles who was named as 
a second team all-league pitcher a sea-
son ago. Sayles is one of five seniors on 
the roster that also includes 10 juniors. 
Geiszler is looking for the high school 
baseball experience of these players to 
allow them to be competitive through-

out the season. 
“Every practice, every game. I expect 

with the amount of older kids that we 
have that we’re going to compete. And 
so I don’t feel like there’s a game that 
we’re going to go into that we shouldn’t 
compete,” said Geiszler. “Whether that 
happens or not, that’s why you play. I 
really feel like that and that’s our expec-
tation and, hopefully, their expectation 
as well.”

A season ago the Lions finished fifth 
out of six teams in the Sky-Em and lost 
the last six games of the season. This 
season, the team has echoed a sense 
of being able to fight through adversi-
ty and turn some of those losses into 
wins.

“I just don’t want to see any quit out 
of anybody. Even if we’re down, I want 
to see the battle,” said senior Jayden 
Lydick. 

Team Rundown:

Koltin Britton makes a diving catch during practice. 

Does your role on the team change 
now that you are a senior?

Last year, not that our seniors 
were bad and stuff like that, but 
we just didn’t perform at all last 
year and a lot of it was we just 
had a lot of quit in us. So one 
thing that I’ve been emphasizing 
this year is just not quitting. Even 
though we know we’re not the 
most skilled team in the league, I 
mean, that’s obvious, but we just 
have a lot of young guys and first 
time guys so it’s just going to take 
not quitting when we get down. 
How do you do that?

A lot of it is just being positive. 
Because we have a lot of kids that 
make a ton of mistakes during 
practice and if we beat our team-
mates up on every single mis-
take, they’re just going to quit on 

us. So a lot of it is just positi
even if they’re making mistak
Make sure the game is fun f
them. 

We don’t want everyone pl
ing under, if I make a mistak
I’m going to get in trouble typ
of thing. I remember freshm
year being a freshman on va
ty and that’s what it all was. I
make a mistake then the wh
team is on me so I just wanted t
make sure these kids don’t ha
that. 
What are you looking forward
for this season?

Well I’m hoping that everyo
works hard. If everyone is wo
ing hard then we’re having fun
how I would put it. But if peo
are slacking off then it ain’t go
to be a fun year. 

One-on-one with Wyatt Sayles:

Cottage Grove

200 Gateway Blvd. 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424
(541) 942-5400 
Mon. - Sat. 8am - 9pm
Sun. 9am - 8pm
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Ed & Kori Sowa
Independent Owner-Operators

SAVE 40-70% 
ON GROCERIES.

The Heart  of  Downtown Since 1910
The Grove Cafe & Lounge

521 E. Main St.  

Cottage Grove, Or  97424 

Cafe Open: 

11am Weekdays & 

9am Weekends

Lounge Closes:

Sun-Tues at 12am 

Wed-Sat 2:30am

Best Cocktails in Town

HAVE A GREAT SEASON!
Kyle Dooley

Financial Advisor

1137 E. Main Street

Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Fax 877-482-1937

Bus. 541-767-2675 TF. 877-768-3522 

kyle.dooley@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com/kyle-dooley

Wyatt Sayles practices turning two. 


