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hospitality,” the route is ex-

pected to attract some 2,400 

cyclists.

For organizations and 

businesses in Cottage Grove, 

the event is a potential eco-

nomic boon as the end-of-

summer slump sets in.

“We hope that the locals 

will embrace these folks,” 

said Travis Palmer, Executive 

Director of the Chamber of 

Commerce. “And especially 

the business owners will rec-

ognize the demographic that 

they’re dealing with and that 

the potential for business for 

them is really, really good.”

While the prospect of bi-

cycle-packed roads may not 

be inviting to all, Palmer 

emphasized that the relative 

rarity of the event spells out 

a unique opportunity for the 

community and should be 

embraced.

“It means a lot to us be-

cause this is actually the 

third time that they’ll have 

come to Cottage Grove,” he 

said.

Since Cycle Oregon’s in-

ception in 1988, the orga-

nization has plotted diff er-

ent courses around Oregon 

each year. Cottage Grove 

found itself hosting the rid-

ers’ overnight stays in 2007 

and again in 2011.

Th ough the city made the 

list for Cycle Oregon’s 2017 

route, wildfi res caused the 

fi rst-ever cancellation of the 

group’s event.

“We were really excited to 

have them two years ago and 

we were disappointed that it 

got cancelled,” said Palmer.

In ramping up for the 

event, numerous local or-

ganizations and businesses 

expressed an interest in par-

ticipating. Palmer kept the 

list and intends on reusing it.

“For us, it means another 

chance to put Cottage Grove 

in front of 2,000 people,” he 

said. “We know we’ve got a 

lot to promote.”

Th ough the riders are 

scheduled to stop by Dorena 

Lake for only one night, sup-

port teams make up a signif-

icant part of their prepara-

tion at destination points.

“We know we’re not go-

ing to get a lot of economic 

stimulus that day,” Palmer 

said. “But it’s the before and 

aft er with these guys.”

In the lead up to Sept. 13, 

Palmer is expecting an up-

tick in business as partic-

ipants train for the event. 

“Now that they know the 

route, we’ll see a lot of cy-

clists come through between 

now and the actual event,” 

he said. “We’ll get people 

visiting Cottage Grove well 

ahead of time.”

For the days surrounding 

the riders’ arrival, Palmer 

is intent on fi nding ways to 

improve economic fl ow into 

the community.

“For those that aren’t com-

ing to town, we’re going to 

try to bring Cottage Grove 

to them,” he said.

Setting up information 

booths and goodie bags in 

Schwarz Park advertising 

Cottage Grove businesses 

are among possible plans. 

Shuttles may even be pro-

vided to give riders in-town 

options.

“We’re going to try to 

come up with some creative 

ways to drag people out of 

Schwarz Park and into 

town,” Palmer said. 

On top of supplying an 

infl ux of consumers, Cy-

cle Oregon awards grants 

to local organizations who 

participate in volunteerism. 

Th e grants extend to com-

munity needs which fall 

under categories such as en-

vironmental conservation, 

historic preservation and bi-

cycle-related projects.

Despite cancelling the 

event in 2017, Cycle Oregon 

honored grants for Cottage 

Grove to build two bicycle 

"fi xit" stations and donated 

$650 to Bohemia Mining 

Days.

With a stated dedication 

toward “transforming in-

dividuals and communi-

ties through bicycling,” the 

nonprofi t boasted award-

ing $214,150 in grants to-

ward the communities they 

touched during their 2016 

event.

In addition to the grants, 

Palmer sees this small win-

dow as a big moment for a 

city that can benefi t from re-

turn customers. 

“You know, we love Cot-

tage Grove. We like showing 

it off ,” he said. “And to get a 

chance to do that with an-

other 2,500 people is pretty 

cool.”
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200 Gateway Blvd. 
Cottage Grove, OR 97424 
(541) 942-5400 
Mon. - Sat. 8am - 9pm
Sun. 9am - 8pm

Ed & Kori Sowa
Independent Owner-Operators

SAVE 40-70% 
ON GROCERIES.

BEAUTIFUL, HUH?

E
verything for Your 

Eyes Only
Comprehensive family, medical eyecare and optical services

We provide exams for Cataracts, Glaucoma, Diabetic and Lasik
Serving Cottage Grove since 2006

Book an appointment today!
Medical, vision and fl exible spending plans welcome.

Mon-Thurs 9M-5PM 

FRI 9AM-4PM

257 N. 8th St 541-942-5000

www.PCVI.com

WE HAVE SANDBAGS!  

WE HAVE ICE MELT!

Family owned and operated for over 47 years.

541-942-4664

LANDSCAPE AND 

BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!
79149 N. River Road

EVERYONE 
DESERVES 
A GREAT 
SMILE!
CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR INITIAL CONSULTATION • 541.686.1732

EUGENE

622 E. 22nd Ave Suite C

541.686.1732

CRESWELL

195 Melton Rd. 

541.686.1732

or visit us at www.thornton-ortho.com

Call 541-942-4493 for info.

FOR EMERGENCY DIAL 911
Serving South Lane County.

The Only Emergency 

Medical Transport 

Service

in South Lane County

SOUTH LANE COUNTY
FIRE & RESCUE

www.southlanefi re.org

You Can Count on Us!

We provide prompt and reliable, public 

transportation. Our experienced, courteous drivers 

will take you to appointments on time.

Medical Offi  ces • Pharmacies
✓Serving the Communities of South Lane County

South Lane Wheels
1450 Birch Ave, Cottage Grove

southlanetransit.com

541-942-0456
Disclaimer: All vehicles are operated in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. South Lane Wheels complies with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Information about the transit agency, including information in non-English alternative 

formats, may be obtained by calling 541-942-0456 or rlinoz@southlanewheels.com

Michili Monroi, LCSW

Counseling Services
541-255-8822
1450 Birch Ave 
 Cottage Grove, OR 97424

• Individual and Family Counseling 
• Insurance and Sliding Scale
• Accepting New Clients
• Weekend and Weekday Appointments Available

CG

2 PROGRESSIVE JACKPOTS

BINGO COUPON

Bring this coupon and receive 
a 2nd Warm-up Pack FREE

PUBLIC WELCOME

COTTAGE GROVE ELKS LODGE
755 North River Road

Information 942-3554

Every Wednesday (except Holidays)

Warm Ups 6:30pm Regular Games 7:00pm

Frequent Smoke Breaks, Exciting New Game Program 

“Bingo Burger Menu” Available

Our team will diagnose your vehicle, service and repair them.  
We specialize in gas and diesel engines and work on all makes and models.

MENTION THIS AD AND GET 10% OFF LABOR ON 

YOUR NEXT SERVICE OR REPAIR.

HUDDLE AUTOMOTIVE WELCOMES 
Matt, our new Service Writer  & Jason, our new Technician.

Serving Cottage Grove and all surrounding areas of Lane County for over 11 years.

Call us today to schedule and appointment, we would love to see you!

Family Seeking Family Seeking 

Small HomesteadSmall Homestead

Are you planning on selling your home and land Are you planning on selling your home and land 

on the outskirts of Cottage Grove? We would like on the outskirts of Cottage Grove? We would like 

to become the new stewards who will love it as to become the new stewards who will love it as 

much as you do. much as you do. 

Please email details toPlease email details to

 burgundyjoy@protonmail.com burgundyjoy@protonmail.com

Th e Very Little Th eatre 

continues to celebrate its 

90th season in 2019 with 

“Blithe Spirit” by Noel Cow-

ard, directed by Karen Schee-

land. 

Coward’s “Blithe Spirit” is 

an audacious comedy about 

marriage, love, and death, in 

which the memory of a lost 

love becomes material for a 

punch line. At his best, Cow-

ard’s work is able to weave lit-

tle symphonies out of bursts 

of jaded lust or malicious wit. 

“Blithe Spirit” is a very 

British drawing room play, 

encouraging resistance to 

encroaching catastrophe by 

blithely ignoring it.

Set in England in 1941, we 

meet Charles Condomine, a 

well to do novelist, who has 

invited guests to be a part of 

a séance in order to get mate-

rial for his next book.  

He invites Madame Ar-

cati, a medium, to lead the 

séance. 

Unfortunately an unfore-

seen materialization occurs 

which leads to comic misun-

derstandings, other séances, 

and an unexpected ending.

Th e VLT cast features:

Daniel Squire as “Charles,”  

Janna Slack as “Ruth,”  Aimee 

Hamilton as “Elvira,” Kali 

Kardas as “Edith,” Bill Siedler 

as “Dr. Bradman,” Lisa Roth 

as “Mrs. Bradman” and 

Kathy LaMontagne as “Ma-

dame Arcati.” 

Th e fi nal performances 

are Th ursday through Satur-

day, Feb. 7-9. Curtain time is 

7:30 p.m. (except for the Sun-

day matinée.) 

Adult tickets are $21; se-

niors and students are $17; 

Th ursday performances are 

$17 for everyone. 

Tickets are available by 

phone through the Box Of-

fi ce from 1:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday through Satur-

day at 541-344-7751 or on-

line at Th eVLT.com. 

Final weekend of ‘Blithe Spirit’ plays this weekend at Very Little Theatre 

Visit us onlini: 

www.CGSENTINEL.com
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