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Cowboy 911 rescues animals after wildfires

By Caitlyn May

Cmﬂ)l@fgffﬂtiﬂf[. com

Brandon Blakesley’s first
interaction with Cowboy
911 was on Facebook.

The group, which now
has 21,000 followers on its
page, was using the social
media platform to reach out
to potential volunteers and
donors in an effort to max-
imize their missions to Cal-
ifornia, where they rescued
livestock and other animals
after the Camp wildfire in
Paradise destroyed entire
communities.

“My goal is to try and in-
form people ways they can
get involved,” Blakesley, a
Cottage Grove resident said
during a phone interview.
He had made another trip
to California with his three
working dogs and his trail-
er and said the effects of the
fire still lingered in the com-
munity.

“Going through the heart
of the you
know, this community that
was built so well is stripped
of everything it once had,
he said. “There’s neighbor-
hoods I went through and
there’s maybe one house
that survived on the road”

The Camp fire tore
through more than 150,000
acres in Butte County, Calif.,
in the 18 days that it burned
before being declared 100
percent contained on Nov.
25.

Nearly 14,000 homes were
destroyed along with 4,800
other structures, killing 88
people. At one point, more
than 1,000 were reported
missing.

That number has since
dropped to 25.

Cowboy 911 was started
by Justin Jones after he ran
into an elderly couple with

community,

a flat tire. Instead of wait-
ing for help, Jones told local
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Cottage Grove resident Brandon Blakesley and his three working dogs recently made an-
other trip to California to help Cowboy 911, a community-based group, search for animals
in need of rescuing in the wake of the recent wildfires that have swept the state.

has since then rescued thou-
sands of animals.

“People had 30 seconds to
a minute to get out of their
homes,” Blakesley said, “So,
yes — it only takes 30 sec-
onds to a minute to write
their phone numbers on
their horses. But for some
people, it was 30 seconds to
a minute to get their chil-
dren out of the house”

Blakesley, who moved to
Cottage Grove in 2012, has
rescued all types of animals
in his handful of trips to
California from horses to
dogs to lizards, exotic birds
and tortoises. His most
memorable rescue was a
pair of horses up on a hill
when the smoke was still so
thick it hindered his vision.

“It was a horse with no
eyes and a mare and that
horse followed that mare
all the way down,” he said.
“That mare was a seeing eye
dog for that horse and they

were best friends”

The animals Cowboy 911
rescues in conjunction with
North Valley Animal Disas-
ter are housed at the Chi-
co Airport and the Butte
County Fairgrounds. Resi-
dents missing animals can
call a hotline and volunteers
work to match animals with
their owners.

“Its neighbors
neighbors,” Blakesley said.
“And a neighbor can be a
neighbor whether they're
10 minutes away or 10 miles
away or 10 hours away”
Wagon Wheel
Feed and Grain in Creswell
is working with Blakesley
to gather donations for the
animals that Blakesley says
can go through 40,000 tons
of food a day. According to
the feed store, it is accept-
ing credit card numbers of
those who want to donate
but don't make the trip to
Creswell. For those who do,

helping

Locally,

they can drop off donations
at the store or purchase feed
at the store to be shipped to
California.

Donations are being sold
for the cause at wholesale,
rather than retial price, ac-
cording to the store.

“To some people, maybe
they can’t have children but
these animals are their chil-
dren, they’re family;” Blakes-
ley said. “And it’s the tough-
est time, the holiday season
so I just want to let people
know how they can help”

For more information,
contact Blakesley at 541-
206-8591.

To donate, contact Wag-
on Wheel Feed and Grain at
541-942-4386.

The Carousel House Catering
Bed & Breakfast

Carousel Horses, cozy quilts, and legendary breakfasts. Savor the peace and quiet of a
country bed and breakfast. Soothe your soul with the sounds of the nearby Row River while
you relax your muscles in our luxurious hot-tub.

Simple Elegance *» Legendary Breakfasts
Down Home Hospitality
A place where your family can stay.

78215 Cedar Park Rd. * Cottage Grove
Judd & Sharon Van Gorder * (541) 942-0046
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PRICES VALID THURSDAY., NOVEMBER 29TH THRU
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, 2018

Up to 30% OFF
Select Appliances

Up to 45% OFF
Gifts for the Workshop

Start a new lease today for $60

See store for details
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HOMETOWN STORE

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm | Sat 9am-6pm | Sun 11am-4pm
118 Gateway Blvd., Cottage Grove (Next to Bi-Mart) ® 541-942-7377

Fall Heating
Tune-Up

Onl
$90%

We’ll make sure your system is running effectively and efficiently. Call for
details and an appointment today, and beat the winter rush!

Complete Heating & Cooling System Service
Reasonable Rates ¢ All Work Guaranteed

JAMIES

EATING & GIR CONDITIONIN

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

www.jamesheating.com
115 Lawrence St., Eugene, OR 97401
CCB #47396
Bus. (541) 461-2101 = Fax: (541) 686-4820

* Limited-time offer. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

@ottage Grove

media outlets he thought
of all the nearby commu-
nity members who would
have gladly offered help
and eliminated a long wait
time.

When the Camp and
Car fires started, commu- I
nity members turned to
Cowboy 911 and the group
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The Holiday Gift That Keeps Giving

FREE

|END OF YEAR  reee.
CLEARANCE SALE beiver

$30 OFF ALL MAIOR APPLIANGES

WITH THIS COUPON
Whirlpool « Amana  Kitchen Aid & g

FERGASONS APPLIANCE
| 215 Hwy. 99§, Cottage Grove 942_2443
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LOCALLY OWNED ﬁ ‘

and operated

Cottage Grove

GROCERYOUTLET

argaim market

Grocery Qutlet is a local, family-
operated store where you can

SAVE 40-70% on your favorite
BRAND NAME products.

*Compared to traditional grocery stores.

Ed and Kori Sowa

roependent Cwres-Operatars

S 1 1 Local News, Events &
S er Vlce YO ur on SP eClal. Gl.ft Information, Weekly Coupon Savings

1 ° h f < S N & Sub Scrlptlon Shopping Circulars & Special Offers

* Local Jobs, Real Estate & Classifieds
S e lg O r S £ )— Rates 3 Puzzles, Comics, Contests & Fun
° < &2 Local Dining & Entertainment Updates
Wlnter E I / 20 Weeks for $16'50 & So Much More
S 52 Weeks for $31.00

Includes FREE e-Edition Access

*0ffer good through 12.19.18. Mention this ad, or use code XMAS17at
checkout. This offer is not transferable and the offer is available those who
have not subscribed in the last 31 days. Special introductory offers are
limited to no more than two special subscriptions in a twelve month period
and must be paid in advance to qualify for special rate. Once the above
discounted period ends, you will be billed at the reqular subscription rates.

Call now for your appointment!

(541) 836-2197

Gasoline - Diesel
Service & Repair

Mon-Fri. 8am-5pm Local News ¢~ So Much More

Vi °
Loughead’s Automotive entinel
. Patrick
438 S. Ceder St * Drain, Oregon 97435 . . : .
Mailing Address - P.O. Box 982 Loughead In Print, Mobile & Online « 541.942.3325 « www.cgsentinel.com




