
 COTTAGE GROVE SENTINEL   •    NOVEMBER 28, 2018   •   7A 

Bookmine owner Gail 

Hoelzle said, “A girl said, 

‘You grown-ups need to pay 

attention.’” 

It was the fi rst meeting of 

Cottage Grove United that 

would eventually spearhead 

the eff ort to place signs in 

the windows of Main Street 

businesses that read “United 

Against Hate.”

Since then, it’s hosted 

classes centering on litera-

ture meant to fi nd common 

ground and that illustrate 

white privilege. Th e group 

has also hosted panels that 

feature local religious lead-

ers and community mem-

bers, bringing diff erent 

groups together for open, 

honest conversations.

Conversations, the group 

says hopes will help foster a 

community atmosphere that 

not only accepts and pro-

motes diversity but discour-

ages racism and violence.

According to the annual 

report documenting hate 

crimes around the coun-

ty and released by the FBI, 

crimes related to gender, 

gender identity, race, reli-

gion and ethnicity have in-

creased. 

In Oregon, the number 

jumped by about 100 to 146 

and half of those incidents 

were reported in Eugene 

beating out Portland and Sa-

lem, the state’s capital. 

Oregon’s history is tinged 

in racism. In 1844, Afri-

can-Americans were or-

dered out of the territory 

that would become the state 

and in 1859 Oregon joined 

the union as the only state 

that included exclusionary 

laws in its state constitution. 

Th e 1920s saw one of the 

largest Ku Klux Klan pop-

ulation west of the Missis-

sippi in Oregon and Walter 

Pierce, a KKK member was 

elected as governor in 1922. 

“Th e group is really fo-

cused on, ‘What can we do 

to make South Lane, the 

community, less attractive to 

that kind of recruitment and 

divisiveness?’” Hodgkinson 

said of Cottage Grove Unit-

ed’s mission. 

However, the group keeps 

a low profi le, especially its 

members of color, when 

speaking publicly about its 

eff orts. 

“It’s not specifi c to Cottage 

Grove,” Hodgkinson said. 

“It’s the times. Th is time in 

history is just so polarizing.” 

Cottage Grove United has 

held a class based around 

the book “So You Want to 

Talk About Race” by Ijeo-

ma Oluo which included 

chapter-by-chapter discus-

sions, group exercises and a 

viewing of the documentary, 

“13th” which focuses on the 

13 Amendment and chron-

icles the eff ects of racial 

inequality in America and 

how it relates to the county’s 

prison system. 

It’s also discussed the up-

stander/bystander practice 

which guides individuals 

through becoming an ally 

for individuals facing racism 

or bigotry in public without 

escalating the incidents. 

Th e group plans on hold-

ing a follow-up to the class 

at the start of the year and 

additional public events 

through 2019. 

According to Cottage 

Grove Police Chief Scott 

Shepherd, there were no 

cases in the city that quali-

fi ed as hate crimes. If there 

had been, they would have 

been reported to ONIBRS 

— Oregon, National Inci-

dent-Based Reporting Sys-

tem. Since the last FBI report 

documenting hate crimes 

was released, the state has 

gained approximately 40 

new reporting agencies. 

In June of this year, Laura 

Rose broke the front win-

dow of Wolfclan Armor 

with an American fl ag. She 

was arrested and faced crim-

inal charges. Rose accepted 

a plea deal earlier this year, 

avoiding trial. 

For more information on 

Cottage Grove United, visit 

the group’s Facebook page 

facebook.com/cgcommuni-

tyunited/.

Kindergarten teacher Kristina Fournier receives Excellence in Education Award
Bohemia Elementary kin-

dergarten teacher Kristina 
Fournier received the Excel-
lence in Education Award 
last week from New Country 
93.3 and Northwest Com-
munity Credit Union. Th e 
monthly award is given to 
an individual making a dif-
ference in education.

“It was a complete shock. I 

had no idea that I was nom-
inated. People heard my 
name announced on the ra-
dio and started to text me,” 
said Fournier, who is in her 
fourth year of teaching at 
Bohemia.

New Country 93.3 radio 
hosts Barrett and Fox deliv-
ered the award to her class-
room and made a presen-

tation in front of Fournier’s 
students.

“Th ey talked about the 
great things happening at 
our school and I love that 
they addressed the kids and 
made them a part of the 
presentation. I was excit-
ed I got to share it with my 
kids because they are what 
makes what I do great,” said 

Fournier.
Bohemia Elementary 

Principal Heather Bridgens 
wasn’t surprised when she 
heard Fournier had been 
given the award.

“Mrs. Fournier is absolute-
ly deserving of this award. 
She is a leader at Bohemia 
and has made the fi rst year 
of public education a joyful 

and positive experience for 
many students,” said Brid-
gens.

Fournier, who gives a 
brand new book to every 
student in her classroom 
each month so they can 
build a home library, says 
she just wants to be the best 
she can be for her students.

“I strive to be great for my 

group of kids,” said Fournier.
Fournier received a copy 

of her nomination form, a 
certifi cate, and $100. 

Because she received the 
award, Bohemia Elementary 
School will go into an end of 
the year drawing for $1,000.

—Submitted by by 
Garrett Bridgens

HOME PRIDE
Painting and Repair  LLC

Over 30 years of experience

Schedule Now
For Spring Exterior Repairs

Call us for a Free Quote!

“We do Christmas Lights, 
home repairs and decks!

$50-$200 Off Interior Painting
Scheduled by Dec. 15, 2018

Serving Lane & North Douglas Counties

541-735-0089
ccb# 217560

Clean Burn Wood Pellets

Stock up before they’re gone!
WE

DELIVER!

LANDSCAPE AND
BUILDING MATERIALS

Open 7 days a week!

7919 N. River Road

541-942-4664

LOW COST
Local & Metro Weekday Trips 

Professional Caring Staff 

No elgibility requirements.

541-942-0456
southlanetransit.com

Your Regional Public Transportation ServiceCall 541-942-4493 for info.

FOR EMERGENCY DIAL 911
Serving South Lane County.

The Only Emergency 

Medical Transport 

Service

in South Lane County

SOUTH LANE COUNTY
FIRE & RESCUE

www.southlanefi re.org

Speed performance allowing you to stream & download shows, music, photos, large files and more on multiple devices

   

855-977-9436

EARTHLINK INTERNET
HIGH SPEED INTERNET

Enjoy big-time Internet speeds without spending big bucks!

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company. The HughsNet Gen5 service plans are designed to deliver download speeds of 25 Mbps and 

upload speeds of 3 Mbps, but individual customers may experience different speeds at different times of the day. Speeds and uninterrupted use are not guaranteed and may vary based on 

a variety of factors including: the configuration of your computer, the number of concurrent users, network of Internet congestion, the capabilities and content of the websites you are 

accessing, network management practices as deemed necessary, and other factors. When you connected to HughesNet service using Wi-Fi, your experience will vary based on your proximity 

to the Wi-Fi source and the strength of the signal. *Speeds may vary depending on distance, line quality and number of devices used concurrently. Subject to availability. Some prices shown 

may be introductory offers. Equipment fees, taxes and other fees and restrictions may apply. **Speed comparison based on 1.5 Mbps DSL.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL AUTHORIZED RETAILER
Get Connected for as low as

14.95/mo.

 • 50X faster than DSL!!** • High speed with fiber optic technology

• Fast download time for streaming videos, music and more!

HyperLink™  High-Speed Internet

Connection speeds up to 75 Mbps*

For the first 3 months (Offers vary by speed & location)

Get Connected for as low as

$49.99/mo.

 • Fast speeds up to 25 Mbps • Available everywhere

• Larger data allowance (up to 50 GB per month)

Satellite Internet
What you get with HughesNet Satellite Internet:

first 12 months

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

Call 1-877-717-9688 ask for 55586LDF 

www.OmahaSteaks.com/cook31

The Family Gourmet Feast
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons

2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages

4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin

4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

OS Seasoning Packet 

55586LDF | $199.91* separately

Combo Price $4999

*Savings shown over
aggregated single
item base price.

Plus, 4 more
Burgers

FREE

Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must ship with #55586. Standard S&H will be 

added. Expires 2/28/19. ©2018 OCG | 18M1531 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

      

Hours: Mon-Fri 9:00am-6:00pm  | Sat 9am-6pm  |  Sun 11am-4pm

118 Gateway Blvd., Cottage Grove (Next to Bi-Mart) • 541-942-7377

Up to 30% OFF
Select Appliances

Up to 45% OFF
Gifts for the Workshop

Start a new lease today for $60
See store for details

PRICES VALID THURSDAY., NOVEMBER 29TH THRU 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH, 2018

Bev’s Estate Sale

Elks Lodge 1904
755 N. River Rd CG

Dec 1 & 2
9-5 both days
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